The Month 


Review 


‘ 
5 


MakCcH 11 a brief notice in the official ho- 

slovak Party newspaper disclosed that repre- 
sentatives “some” Communist Parties had gath- 
ered Prague discuss, accordance with de- 
cisions reached the November 1957 Moscow con- 
ference, the forthcoming publication new inter- 
national Communist periodical. Like the Moscow 
meeting. this latest get-together was clearly intended its more orthodox 
Communists led the Soviet Union and its most obsequious vassal, the Czechoslovak 
dramatize and reinforce the solidarity world Communism. Both attempts 
failed. They had fail because they were essentially clumsy gropings past gone 
The Stalinist universality action and purpose, imposed force and sustained 
ethos its own, had long been shattered. Before the Hungarian uprising and the Polish 
convulsion, some the Soviet leaders had apparently sensed the need for new start, one 
diversity, national pride, popular initiative and the more immediate attainment 
material benefits long promised and long withheld. After the setbacks 1956 and after 
Khrushchev had consolidated his power, new program was gradually formulated, and 


now being implemented throughout the area. Its two main aspects are political regres- 
sion and economic reform. The intention substitute relative efficiency for the relative 
freedom previously promised, change economic structures while protecting the 
powers and Soviet supremacy from further corrosion. 


The waves political change, however, can longer held back, and this was once 
again shown the Prague fiasco. Though now recognized the Soviets genuine 
“Socialist” country, Yugoslavia, still categorically opposed organized international 
under Soviet domination, refused take part the new venture. The Poles, who are known 

have opposed the whole concept when was debated Moscow, reportedly fought 
against the revival rigid organization patterned the defunct Cominform and against 
the rebirth weekly journal empowered meddle the day-to-day affairs Commu- 
nist countries. Other, “liberal” Parties, such the Italian, undoubte felt uneasy about 
the whole project. any case, the official announcement contained highly reve plea 
“all fraternal Parties which did not take part the Conference,” advising them that 
they will free join the project later, “to take part any way convenient for them.” 
Significantly, too, the new periodical will monthly and not weekly and its contents 
will, least part, “theoretical.” Considering the many months preparation and 
discussion, this brief note from Prague tells lengthy story false expectation, 
ment, ineptitude, recalcitrance and unpromising compromise. 


Flagrant instances international Communist backbiting still abound, and give further 
substance the disarray indicated the Prague meeting. mid-March speech, for 
instance, Marshal Tito saw fit complain that the Soviet press coverage Yugoslavia was 
inadequate and that relations with Czechoslovakia “could implied that there 
were persons that country bent sabotaging relations with Belgrade. The Yugoslay 
leader had good reason complain. Shortly before, the occasion the anniver- 
sary the Soviet throughout the orbit with due reverence— most the 
leading papers had reprinted article Soviet Marshal However, the 
Czechoslovak editors took upon themselves revise the Soviet text, omitting from 
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reference Yugoslavia’s contribution the defeat German Fascism. The Yugoslavs let 
loose protest aimed the Soviets directly. The Czechoslovaks promptly apologized 


hut only Marshal 


Czechoslovak press was also still feuding with the Poles and the latter seemed 
have new appetite for forays their own. appears that Gomulka has recently 
given considerable leeway Polish journalists answering attacks Polish policies 
order make such attacks inconvenient possible. remarkable for instance that 
for the first time many months the Polish press should mention facets 
reality “fraternal” countries which the regimes concerned have level 
best to hide both from their own people and the outside world. Even more indicative of 
the newly-found Polish self-assertiveness was the conduct Zenon 
chief the organizational department the Polish Communist Central 
broadcast Czechoslovakia. Interviewed Radio Prague, the Polish official chose 
extol the main features the Polish program variance with local practice and theory. 
Gomulka similarly flaunted his independence when recently sent the most controversial 
all Poles, philosopher Kolakowski, trip West European countries. the very 
moment when Kolakowski, still member the Party and editor influential publi- 
cation, was establishing new links with the Free World, Moscow, East Berlin, Prague and 
other East European capitals resounded with ever fiercer denunciations the writer, link- 
ing him such arch-traitors Milovan Djilas and Imre Nagy. 


aggressive resistance outside pressures had its counterpart dramatic 
sally the Stalinist wing within his own Party. The was the Eleventh Plenum 
the Central Committee (the third such plenary session since Gomulka rose power), 
convened pass the long-delayed revamping the Polish economy. The general out- 
lines the Plan had been copiously discussed the press for many months, and involve 
drastic decentralization the bureaucratic establishment, with accretion power 
going consolidated, more viable, local production units. The reorganization also entails 
end overemployment through the wholesale firing and relocation “superfluous” workers. 
particular aspect the program was seized upon Wiktor former Stal- 
inist head Trade Unions, spelling betrayal the proletariat. Reportedly joined 
sizeable group other hard-core Natolinists, asked for the abandonment 
contemplated changes. The official was then swiftly removed from his post the Ministry 
Labor and ousted from the Central Committee, fate which also befell Stefan Matuszew- 
ski, another Stalinist who lost his position head the Party’s Central Audit Committee. 


Czechoslovakia, equally drastic and similar economic reorganization was decreed 
the Central Committee, without, however, evoking official protests. There 
tions nevertheless that the bureaucrats fear for the security their privileged positions 
and that the regime anticipates Schweik-like resistance. Official nervousness apparent 
the continued series spy trials and executions, and particularly the regime’s concern 
with Slovak The latest development the sudden “discovery” the mass 
graves victims massacre allegedly perpetrated the wartime Slovak administra- 
tion. The airing this issue this time probably presages further repressions the 
And despite the present somber climate, Czechoslovak intellectuals continue 
fight back. One writer recently was courageous state openly that the truth 
must expressed, that authors must state their opinions even their works will not 


published, 


seems that the greater the attempt turn back the clock partial intellectual freedom. 
the greater the resistance the intelligentsia all the countries the Writers 
were recently reprimanded not only Czechoslovakia but also Bulgaria, Hungary and 
Bulgaria the criticism extended the whole intelligentsia, including specifi- 
cally educators, scientists and painters. Romania scorn was directed not only 


some aspects contemporary literature and journalism but also deficiencies fine arts 
and the theater. 
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The Military 


Establishments 


February 23, 1958, the fortieth anniversary the 
founding the Soviet Army was celebrated throughout 
area with much and solemnity (see Current Develop- 
ments section). Official spokesmen for the armed forces 
the Satellites were, course, among the foremost toast- 
ing the Red Army, thanking for its part the 
tion” their countries, and pledging the allegiance 
their own Services the Soviets. Behind this loud display 
untroubled concord “fraternal armies” the reality 
complex and, for the Soviets, less than This arti- 
cle the first two discussing the military forces East- 
ern Europe all aspects, from details organization 
the wider strategic and political concepts. The series begins 
varied functions the Satellite 
power, and breakdown the best available figures 
military The concluding article this series will 
contain, among other material, information changes 
the military sphere since October 1956, with special refer- 


troop relationships, and details military training 


dominant Party center 


ence 
army 
life and the economics military establishments. 


CONSIDERED moderately dependable assets the 

Soviet military potential, the East 
armies—since the Hungarian Revolt October 1956 and 
the concurrent upheaval Poland 


must revalued as, 
Soviet 
generators possible disaster continued domination 
the area the USSR. 

During the October Revolt, the bulk the Army 
the so-called Hungarian People’s Republic remained neu- 


unreliable adjuncts power, worst, 


tral or, occurred numerous instances, actually joined 


forces with the insurgents. the same period Polish 
soldiery gave ample evidence anti-Soviet inclinations 
before the incipient uprising their country was fore- 
stalled USSR concessions which included, 
considerable ‘‘de-Stalinization” 
the Army itself. After these foreboding precedents, only 
the most optimistic Party official could regard the present 
East European military forces with equanimity. 


Nevertheless, the armed services the Satellite States. 


and 


uncertain even dangerous though they may be, serve 


New Soviet weapons, including rocket missiles, shown publicly for 
the first time the Polish the November 
1957, parade Moscow celebrating the Fortieth 
the Bolshevik Revolution. 
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November 14-21, 1957 


precise military, plomatic and security 
tarily they retain some defensive potential 

the event limited lan with the 

their capabilitic forces aggression must regarded 
practically nil view the demonstrated 


lomatically 


q 
are useful quid pro quo bargaining 


with the West, which partial Satellite Army dissolution 
offered the USSR exchange for the demilitari- 
zation crucial areas Western Europe, particularly 
the German Federal Republic. security forces, where 
their greatest value the Communist cause lies, they 
continue their physical presence—together with that 
act policemen 
the restive peoples the various States. 


occupying nearby Soviet forces 


Military Usefulness 


The end World War contrasted large-scale West- 
ern demobilization with continued military build-up 
the USSR. Until the death Stalin March 1953, the 
Satellite armies were geared aggression, and their major 
immediate target was Yugoslavia, which had defected 
from Soviet control 1948. But after the uprisings 
near-uprisings East Germany, Czechoslovakia and 
parts the area following Stalin’s death, 
Stalin regimes were forced into policies designed 
Money and material, 
formerly alloted the military, moved into civilian proj- 
ects attempt raise living standards. The expensive 
arms pressure against Yugoslavia gave way the cheaper 
policy rapprochement between the Soviet bloc and 
its heretical Thereafter the strategic 
conception Satellite military strength was shifted from 
stance aggression one delaying force the 
event potential Western counterattack. This “buffer 
concept was enhanced lessening the near- 
psychotic Stalinist fears constant “capitalist encircle- 
ment,” well the realization—albeit never publicly 
there has never been any real danger 
original attack from the West. Nevertheless, the present 
domination the Satellite armies and territories the 
USSR represents the achievement goal long sought 
both Soviet and Czarist regimes—military control over 
those areas which are the historic routes, both for attack 
from and invasion of, the land mass which now constitutes 
the Soviet Union. 


placate their rebellious subjects. 


former “enemy.” 


The Satellite forces also provide foothold certain 
strategic points throughout the area. Polish naval bases 
play host the 500-strong Soviet submarine fleet, and the 
Polish Navy has assumed important role the contin- 
uance Soviet preponderance strength the Baltic 
Sea. Likewise, the presence friendly installations along 
the shores Romania and Bulgaria convenience 
Soviet domination the Black Sea. These countries, along 
with Albania, provide potential stepping-off places toward 
another classic currently unachieved, the control 
the Dardennelles; moreover, Albania provides submarine 
bases the Adriatic and friendly haven for Soviet ships 
the Mediterranean. 


The Armies Diplomacy 


The willingness the Soviet Union sacrifice portions 
Satellite armed strength—always bait for significant 
diminution West European power—has been 
fied over the years series proposals, backed 
threats blandishments. Most recent these the Ra- 


packi Plan. October 1957 the General Assem- 
bly New York, Polish Foreign Minister Adam Rapacki 
proposed agreement between Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and East Germany the one hand, and West Germany 
the other, for the banning the manufacture and 
stockpiling nuclear weapons within the four States. 
Rapacki told the General Assembly that had canvassed 
the entire Soviet bloc and received its backing for his 
proposal. the same day Czechoslovak Foreign Min- 
ister Vaclav David endorsed the Plan, and the months 
that followed the USSR became its powerful advocate. 
The latter country also suggested enlarging the “de-atom- 
ized” zone include Italy, Albania and the Scandinavian 
countries. 

The Soviet Union’s first strongly propagandized espousal 
the Rapacki Plan came, significantly enough, during 
the December NATO meeting Paris with series 
letters from Soviet Premier Bulganin NATO member 
governments. The following month the USSR announced 
that would agree international control and inspection 
the proposed zone, although the mechanics this safe- 
guard were not made clear. the same time the Soviets 
began campaigning for withdrawal all foreign troops 
from the area. 

Although the Plan has received some backing from non- 
Communist elements the West, the governments the 
USA, Britain, France and West Germany had, the 
middle February, voiced strong doubts about the ulti- 
mate effects the scheme. most Western diplomats 
and political observers, Rapacki’s proposal, championed 
the USSR, would have its main result the destruc- 
tion NATO. West German rearmament, generally con- 
sidered the key NATO, would limited conventional 
weapons, and the withdrawal USA forces would leave 
the Soviets supreme the continent. would also create 
power vacuum central Europe, which, according 
some Western interpretations, might enhance rather than 
diminish present dangers. any rate the USA would 
have withdraw its garrison the fringes the continent, 
while the Soviets’ strategic position would hardly altered. 

During February there was another interesting addition 
the Rapacki proposal. This was embodied sug- 
gestion, presented the Polish Foreign Ministry the 
governments the States involved, pledge that 
nuclear weapons would used against the nations the 
zone. The Western response this proposi- 
tion was that such agreement would quite unenforce- 
able, since would depend the good faith, not only the 


West, but also the USSR. 


While. the Soviet Union’s backing the Rapacki Plan 
undoubtedly motivated the desire weaken NATO, 
the Poles may least partially inspired the hope 
keeping USSR troops their soil minimum. The 
establishment nuclear bases West Germany would 
probably give the Soviets excuse establish similar 
bases Poland and Czechoslovakia and increase their 
military personnel those countries. One the present 
Polish government’s prime objectives has been the decrease 
USSR troops Poland. 
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Two pictures the Polish Militia, the national police force. Left: special military maneuvers. 
the left are the Militia, the figures the right are members the Army’s Internal Military Service, military police. The 


Two Faces Polish Militia 


Right: the man and woman 


caption explains that the two organizations cooperate “the liquidation hooligans.” 


The Armies Police 


There are both symbolic and active facets the police 
roles performed the Satellite armies. Symbolically they 
represent the disciplined, arbitrary and overwhelmingly 
powerful force the Party. Indeed, the Party functions 
much like army, and the two are times indistin- 
guishable. far greater extent than any democracy, 
the army Communist-controlled countries symbolizes the 
essential spirit the government. Although considerably 
lowered prestige and usefulness—or, from Western 
point view, raised—since the events Poland and Hun- 
gary, the armies also constitute living reminder their 
Soviet counterparts and the demonstrated willingness 
the USSR dispatch punitive forces the Satellite area. 

Actual police work has been given over various para- 
military organizations. Their duties vary from those nor- 
mal policemen (directing traffic, apprehending thieves, 
etc.) customs officers’ chores, plant and installation 
guarding, anti-espionage work, quelling potential 
rebellions. They are better paid than ordinary soldiers. 
Although usually organized military formations and 
given military rank and uniform, they are subordinate, 
not the Defense Ministries, but the Ministry In- 
terior even directly the Communist Party. The day- 
to-day training these units is, for the most part, the 
use small arms; they are prepared primarily for local 
insurrection, not for national war. However, their adap- 


Photos from Zolnierz Polski October 3-9, 1957 
and Przyjaciel Zolnierza (Warsaw), August 15, 1957 


tation short notice into ordinary field troops quite 
feasible, except the case 


units, mentioned 


below, who would, doubtless, assigned duties com- 
mensurate their presumed greater political 


ability.” 


There are five major categories these para-military 
“police” organizations. They are: 

Part-time 
supposedly 


These units are composed 
workers factories and 
enterprises where the Party particularly well-disciplined. 
Although their cadres are career militia officers who devote 
their working hours the organization, the rank-and-file 
are ordinary workers who drill their 
marily their task put down potential uprisings, but 
units 
After the Hun- 
garian Revolt, the ruling Kadarist faction was quick 


the 1948 Communist coup Czechoslovakia 
formed one the bases the take-over.* 


form “workers’ among its adherents 
plants. The Bulgarian regime also created such organi- 


zations the wake the October events. there 


workers’ reserve militia Poland this 

* An article in the Czechoslovak picture weekly Svet V Obra 
zech, February 22, 1958 discusses training these units: 
militia man must know least little every military 
states the publication. continues with list the subjects 
taught during training, mentioning comm 


unications, engineerine 


infantry, automobile repair and anti-aircraft drill. The Czech 
slovak militia responsible the Party, not, are all other part 
time and full-time militias the area, the Ministry 


time numbering some 107,000 men (Radio Warsaw, Feb- 
ruary 

Full-time militias. Primarily regular police forces, these 
volunteer units are not confused with those treated 
above with the part-time purely military organizations 
which many Western maintain. Existing 
Poland and Romania, the full-time militias wear military 
type uniform and receive training—presumably for action 
against insurrectionaries 


countries 


not only small arms but the 
use machine guns and mortars. 


Frontier guards. These specially selected troops, 
stationed national boundaries, have their primary 
task the halting the flow dissidents the West. Al- 
legedly they also turn back capture the “countless” 
enemy agents who are “constantly” seeking infiltrate 
the area (Rabotnichesko Delo 11, 1957). 
Military security forces. Carefully chosen the 
bases political loyalty and working class background, 
these units are presumably the the Party line 
adherents. They are uniformed, trained the use mili- 
tary equipment ranging from small arms tanks—as used 
the Hungarian security police (AVO) against the free- 
dom fighters—and probably are the best-disciplined and 
most fanatic all military and para-military troops the 
area. They act shock troops during emergencies, as, for 
example, during the Poznan riots June 1956, when they 
relieved the militia which had showed little enthusiam 
for quelling the demonstrators.* 
There is, course, official infor- 
mation the precise duties these organizations. They 
are un-uniformed and responsible, all probability, only 
the Ministries Interior, the Party hierarchy and So- 
viet authorities. They function all branches military 


Secret Police. 


work and ferretting out 


performing “anti-espi- 


onagce 


elements. 


Problems Balance 


ORDINARY army the problem strength 


relatively straightforward one, being merely the prin- 
ciple providing maximum military establishment for 
the amount money available. But the Satellite coun- 
tries, geared not primarily their own, but the Soviet 


available—of the strength frontier guards and security forces 
was made May 1956 Captain Hinterhoff, Polish emigre 
military expert: Bulgaria, five frontier and security regi- 
ments; Poland, fifteen frontier and twenty security brigades (each 
with about the strength regiment the other States) Czecho- 
slovakia, ten frontier and nine security regiments; Romania, twelve 
fronticr and twelve security regiments; Albania, five frontier and 
four security battalions; pre-Revolt Hungary, eleven frontier and 
security regiments. 

November 13, 1956, the Gomulka regime dissolved the 
notorious Polish secret police organization, the Committee for Pub- 
lic Security, which had previously been independent the Minis- 
try Interior and answerable only the Council Minis- 
ters. According Trybuna Ludu that date, the personnel 
the Committee were transferred cither the Militia (that is, the 
regular police) into entirely different types work. Though 
reduced number and power, the civilian-clothed secret police 
undoubtedly survives this day. 


following estimate 


Union’s military needs, have nice dilemma “proper” 
balancing with which contend. Their establishments 
must sufficient strength carry out assignments, 
but must account become strong, nationalist- 
minded divorced from Party rule menace 
the Soviet Union the authority the local civilian 
regime. 

The spectre military leaders—acting purely mili- 
tary men even though most them are also Party members 
—wresting governmental control from Communist officials 
has haunted the Party hierarchy from the time the 
1917 Soviet Revolution. Marshal Georgi Zhukov’s ouster 
October 1957 from his posts the Politburo and the 
Defense Ministry was probably only one more series 
maneuvers insure the supremacy the Party bu- 
reaucracy over the military. Similar purges have taken 
place the USSR for the entire four decades the 
regime’s existence, although the circumstances previous 
years—unlike those the Zhukov demotion—were almost 
invariably lethal for the offending officer.* After World 
War the Satellite States followed the Soviet example. 
Discharges Communist pro-Party but “nationalist” 
general officers and the cliques surrounding them—when 
their usefulness reorganizing the armics was over—took 
place each the countries, with death penalties carried 
out many instances and long jail sentences others.** 
The more “fortunate” transgressors, the more obscure 
ones, doubtless considered themselves lucky merely 
consigned oblivion.*** Although political factionalism 
figured importantly many cases, the single, overriding 
issue was always the determination the Soviet-directed 
Communist Parties ensure complete control over the 
military. 

This control exercised the policy enforcing Par- 
membership most military officers. For example, 
the USSR today percent the officers are the 
Party the Young Communist League, according 
Defense Minister Marshal Rodion Malinovsky (Radio 
Moscow, February 22, 1958). High-ranking officers 
the policy-making level are invariably the Party, often 
the Central Committee, and sometimes the Politburo, 
although the latter, save Zhukov’s case, 


*In the most sweeping military purge (1937-38) there were 
135,000 executions, including half the total officers’ corps (both 
political and military) three the five Marshals, the army 
commanders, the corps commanders. 

Men high military rank were several occasions executed 
connection with liquidations civilian Party leaders. 
such circumstances Hungarian Border Guard Chief Staff Deszo 
Nemeth and General Gyorgy Palffy Ostereicher, former chief 
the military political security police, received the death penalty 
1949 the wake the Rajk trial. Czechoslovakia General 
Bedrich Rejcin, Deputy Defense Minister, was executed 1952 
one Rudolf Slansky’s co-defendants. 

*** Among the General Zygmunt Berling 
Poland, General Boyan Bulgaranov Bulgaria. The former led 
the Communist Polish Army during World War II, was after- 
wards relegated obscure rectorship military academy. 
was appointed Deputy Minister State Farms after the 
October events. was dismissed from the Army 1949 
follower Traicho Kostov, reinstated the Party Central 
Committee one year after Stalin’s death, admitted the 
buro, July 17, 1957. 
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Bulgarian soldier the frontier. 


Bulgarski Voin (Sofia). September 1957 
I 


generals, not military officers.* their participation 
the decision-making bodies all levels, the 
cers are thus unable stay aloof from regime regulations 
and may held personally accountable—as was the case 
with Marshal Zhukov, ostensibly demoted from the Polit- 
buro for not carrying out that body’s orders 
training the army. 

There have been significant changes some phases 
Satellite life since the death Stalin 1953 and the 
October events three-and-a-half years later, but the idea 
of Party supremacy Ovel the armies continues as before. 
The September 23, 1957 issue the Party organ Bul- 
garia, Rabotnichesko Delo, the official area- 


wide attitude follows: Communist Party, which 


the recognized leader our people, the organizer 


Some Communist officials have taken often incongruous military 
titles during service political officers. Soviet Party boss Khrush- 
chev Lieutenant General. Polish member Edward 
Ochab, present Minister Agriculture, general, was 
former Czechoslovak Politburo member and Defense Minister 
Alexej Cepicka (demoted April 1956) whose previous qualifica- 
tions were training lawyer and marriage the late President 
Gottwald’s daughter. 


and leader the People’s Army. The Party has instilled 
new ideals the Army—the ideals Socialism and Com- 

The above quotation from one the least “liberalized” 
regimes expresses principle which contrasts very little 
with that one the more States, Po- 
land. There December 1957 the journal the Minis- 
try Defense, Zolnierz Wolnosci editorializing 
the duties commanding officer, stated that all 
C.O.s “must see the Party organization the main force, 
the driving force the training and education the 
Army.” 

The extreme care with which the Party maintains its 
precedence over the Army not, course, confined 
its dealings with high echelon officers. meticulously 
organized campaign indoctrination carried all 
levels the services. This campaign intended not merely 
insure loyalty the particular State, but primarily 
the policies and mystique Communism itself. the 
intention the Army’s political apparatus that the average 
enlisted man will emerge from his period military ser- 
vice more confirmed believer dogma than 
when entered. accomplish this phenomenon the 
Satellite regimes, following the example the Soviet 
Union, have created the institution the political officer. 

These ubiquitous individuals, functioning usually from 
and even some cases 


company 
the general staff, form sort army within 
army the military organizations all Soviet bloc coun- 
tries. They bear the ultimate responsibility not only for the 
political training the men, but for their general morale. 
Given rank commensurate the level which they 
perform, they have relationship the purely military 
officers which unparalleled any Western army. They 
are the same time advisors, helpers and spies. Although 
the professional soldier theoretically sole charge 
actual military matters, practice over the years has seen 
a wide accretion of over-all authority to the political offi- 
Only war 
conditions have the military men been able assume 


cer, especially during peace-time training. 


successful Soviet field com- 
manders during World War were often able obtain 


some measure supremacy: 


the dismissal political officers with whom they had 
disagreed. Between 1945 and the death Stalin, however, 
the situation reverted normal, typified the USSR 
the rise Marshal Bulganin, 
the enforced obscurity military commanders such 
Zhukov and Konev. the other hand, peacetime 


political officer, and 


more guarantee security for political army officers 
than for political civilian leaders. 
Poland’s General Spychalski* 


A case in point is that 
an architect by training— 
who was imprisoned 1951 and returned prominence 
only the wake the October 1956 upheaval. 

The organization the political officers’ wing the 
Army separate and responsible only the Communist 
Party. There are 


arters the capital cities 
each Satellite State, subo 


1 
1; 


ina 


Who had been more than mere political Commander 


the Communist anti-German underground People 
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organizational levels. political officer trained the 
Party itself and begins his career, rule, the company 
level, delivering lectures Party history and doctrine 
the enlisted men and officers with whom lives. 
also supervises most the “off-duty” hours the men, 
their entertainment, athletic games, and, most importantly, 
their “voluntary” Party and youth group activities. 
his duty know which the officers and men his 
company are politically which are “promis- 
and report both his superiors. 

successful political officer will, course, promoted 
just his military counterpart, with whom must 
deal some sort workable level. This indeed one 
the most difficult features the job, for there con- 
siderable resentment the part the professional soldier 
for one whom can only consider unqualified, med- 
dling civilian. The fact that the “civilian” can him 
much harm and can possibly even ruin him makes gen- 
erally for uneasy relationship. With the passage 
years, however, assumed that the military 
officer—particular also dedicated Party member- 
has grown accustomed the situation and considers only 
another the hazards army career. 


Postwar Changes 


SATELLITE ARMIES may said have passed 

through four separate phases since World War and 
now appear entering fifth. Beginning with the 
triumph Russian armies and the Soviet occupation 
most the area, followed the reorganization the 
bloc armies and their consolidation under Communist 
domination, the primary phase was ended two events 
which took place 1948. These were the Communist 
coup Czechoslovakia, which brought full Soviet au- 
thority all the States bordering the USSR, and the 
defection Yugoslavia, which presented the first serious 
threat independent action from within “Socialist” ranks. 

the Spring 1949 the second phase began. Threat- 
eningly expansionist character, particularly directed 
against Yugoslavia, entailed steadily increasing pressure 
the Soviets the Satellites enlarge their military 
establishments. During the ensuing five years these armed 
forces were almost doubled; they were also far more close- 
integrated with the Red Army’s needs. 

The death Stalin March 1953 brought about the 
third phase area military development. This entailed 
the recognition that orthodox Stalinism—with its blatantly 
aggressive foreign policies and its internal low living stand- 
ards—had replaced. There followed reversal 
many key sections foreign policy affecting the Satellite 
world well the USSR. Not only was the costly military 
pressure against Yugoslavia ended, but greatly inten- 
sified diplomatic campaign was inaugurated woo the 
uncommitted nations, especially Asia and Africa. The 
Soviet rulers began advocate face-to-face meetings with 
the West (culminating the unproductive 1955 gathering 
Geneva); they permitted the ending the Korean 
War (1953), left Austria and withdrew from 
their Finnish base Porkkala (1956). Perhaps even more 


Bulgarian army night exercises with anti-tank weapons. 
Bulgarski Voin (Sofia), May 1957 


significantly, the Soviet leaders appeared have rid them- 
selves the Stalinist psychosis that their huge empire, 
extending from Central Europe the Pacific Ocean, was 
ominously the West. Even the signing 
the Warsaw Pact May 1955 all the east European 
Communist countries—excluding Yugoslavia, but includ- 
ing East Germany the following January—was trumpeted 
the Soviet bloc defensive, not aggressive, re- 
sponse NATO. 

the parochial military sense, however, neither the death 
the dictator nor the period “thaw” which followed had 
influence the high administrative personnel the 
day-to-day existence the ordinary soldier commensurate 
the “liberalization” many areas civilian life. The well- 
purged armies either retained their Stalinist leadership 
substituted men similar inclinations the major posts. 
With the chief exception Poland, the jailed generals 
remained prison were released without restoration 
command. The climactic 20th Soviet Party Congress Feb- 
ruary 1956, during which USSR Party chief Khrushchev 
made his famous denunciation Stalin, might have brought 
real measure “liberalization” the Satellite armies—as 
did many cases the civilian regimes—if more time 
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had intervened between that speech and the events which 
occurred Poland and Hungary the following October. 

was these events which brought about the fourth 
phase areawide armed service development. This, 
perspective, would appear have been only another 
time consolidation. Indeed, much the tenor this 
period was similar that the first postwar phase, im- 
mediately after the Soviet take-over the area. The 
problems nationalism, anti-Communism, political 
apathy, all which had, supposedly, been solved decade 
before, had met once again. Obviously frightened, 
but nevertheless putting firm front possible, the 
armed services Czechoslovakia,* Romania, Bulgaria and 
Albania stood approximately still. Although there were 
outward reprisal threats any their soldiery who might 
take the path,” there were im- 
portant changes, either reformatory regressive, mili- 
tary administration. for the rest the area, the decline 
Soviet influence Poland was countered its increase 
Hungary. the latter country Soviet troops were in- 
creased three times their former strength and the local 
military forces were reorganized harder Stalinist lines 
than any time since the death the Soviet dictator. 
brief, the October events imparted much greater impor- 
tance the police function the armies and each regime 
attempted reassure itself the loyalty its military 
personnel. 

This trend was, anything, increased the fifth phase 

area military development, which started with the 
successful production the USSR intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM). Dramatized the launchings 
the sputniks, which employ rockets ICBM force, the 
confirmation Soviet possession intercontinental mis- 
siles has undoubtedly led new assessment the role 
the Satellite armies. the past was, undoubtedly, 
taken for granted that major Western counter-offensive 
war with the USSR would have routed through 
the Satellite countries; that the latter would have fall 
before the USSR itself went down. The ICBM makes this 
concept The “knock-out” air 
tinguished from the air strikes World 
War II, which had invariably followed motorized 
and infantry formations 


obsolete. 


now not only possibility, but 
almost certainty any future all-out war. Just the 
USA may now largely demolished without 
liminary destruction Western Europe—barring the bomb- 
ing American bases that area—so, with the latest 
advances rocket preparedness, the Soviet Union can 
laid waste without the direct physical embroilment 
the Satellite States. 
diplomatic and police 
been drastically altered. 

Militarily, they will longer have their former total 


Therefore the three uses—military, 
the Satellite armed forces have 


Both Czechoslovak and Romanian soldiers (the former, ac- 
cording Western sources, actually alerted) were available 
moved into Hungary during the Revolt. The fact that the USSR 
chose use its own troops—in the face certain worldwide con- 


demnation—shows the lack confidence the local regimes, 
well the Soviet leaders, felt the “loyalty” the Satellite 
forces. 


war buffer-State potentialities. Diplomatically, they will 
more expendable than ever: hence the strong Soviet 
backing the Rapacki Plan and the growing propaganda 
campaign aimed nations willing have missile bases 
their territory. instruments for policing the area, 
the Satellite armies and para-military forces have—in the 
aftermath the October events and the light changes 
the conception total war even more 
vital continued Soviet control Eastern Europe. 


Poland and Germany 


prostration has provided the Communist bloc countries 


with whatever small rationale they possess for their military 
alliance with the Soviet Union. Memories the brutalities 
the Nazi Armies Occupation and Hitlerian policies 
embodying literal 
Slavic peoples (particularly 


but also Czechoslovakia 


enslavement for the defeated 
Poland 


Communist propaganda alleging the revival Fascism. 


almost 
and Yugoslavia 
basis for unceasing 
All the regimes have used this German bugaboo un- 
ceasing campaign maintain their nations war-scare 


level, and though the success far from universal, some 
results have been achieved. Especially this true Poland 
which, apart from its bitter experience with the Nazis, 
determination to 
the Oder-Neisse territories on the 


This land, under German rule before 1945, 


retain western bound- 


has been 


aries. 


Polish Air Force jets. These planes are reportedly made Poland 
and called the LIM.5. They are copies of the Soviet MIG-15. 
Zolnierz Polski September 5-11, 1957 
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settled large extent Poles uprooted from that section 
eastern prewar Poland seized the USSR. The west- 
ern provinces though smaller area than the land taken 
the Soviets are far richer minerals and industrial 
establishment. 

However the average Pole might feel about the prepon- 
derance Soviet influence his country, is, almost 
man, prepared with the USSR, 
necessary—the western provinces. This apparently 
true spite the fact that West German Chancellor 
Adenauer has many times publicly stated that his nation 
would never war reclaim the territories and would 
content with international arbitration settle out- 
standing differences and final disposition the order 
the postwar Saarland economic settlements. 

The East German regime has dutifully renounced the 
Oder-Neisse accord with present Soviet 
wishes. Whether some future date the USSR might 
willing Polish claims the Oder-Neisse 
territories return for unified and completely neutral 
Germany is, course, the unspoken fear the present 
national-minded Polish regime. the meantime, however, 


the regime uses its claim the western territories and 
the “friendly attitude” the East German authorities 
justification for the stationing Soviet troops the 


Naval Forces 
rHE SATELLITE NAVAL forces, only that Poland 

noteworthy. Romania and Bulgaria have very small estab- 
lishments, and Albania important naval sense only 
for the foothold provides the USSR the Adriatic and 
Mediterranean waters. The major Soviet naval base that 


area—and the one closest the African continent—in- 
cludes the Port Valona, Cape Linguette and the island 
Saseno, thus commanding the entrance the Adriatic. 
Saseno said some observers capable basing 
submarines and will undoubtedly play key role any 
augmentation the Soviet Navy the Mediterranean. 

Poland’s Navy, like its Army, now led native 
Pole (currently Rear Admiral Jan after being 
under the command succession Soviet officers since 
the end of Wor ld Wor II. Personnel is about ten thousand 
men, with ship estimates follows: two destroyers, ten 
submarines (seven them recent makes acquired from 
the USSR 1955), six torpedo boats. Smaller craft in- 
clude mine sweepers, patrol boats, tankers, assault barges 
and training ships. 

Soviet ships, course, use the facilities all Satellite 
ports. The Baltic Fleet the USSR said contain 
cruisers, destroyers and approximately 150 subma- 
rines. The Black Sea Fleet unknown strength. The 
expanding Mediterranean Soviet naval establishment (not 
this writing officially termed Fleet) probably has ten 
destroyers and submarines. Whether will continue 
expand will depend large extent the continued 
cordiality Egypt-Syria and the overall situation the 
Middle East. The consent refusal Yugoslavia free 
use her ports will also have bearing future Soviet 
naval strength the area. 


illustration, Polish magazine, the effects hydrogen 
bomb. The caption states: “If hydrogen bomb were dropped 
the Ruhr valley, then given certain wind velocity, the radio- 
active clouds could reach Gdansk [in The illustration 
particularly interesting implicit warning that Poland 
must expect suffer from the actions its own “bloc” 
nuclear war: the hypothetical bomb the Ruhr valley could 
only Soviet one. Such statement, however implicit, 
extremely rare Communist countries. 


from Zolnierz Polski November 7-13, 1957 


country. These Red Army soldiers, numbering about thirty 
thousand according reliable western sources, are 
organized into three armored and motorized divisions and 
may, course, quickly supplemented more troops 
from Soviet territory. The other prong the Soviet pin- 
cers the 385,000-man garrison Soviet troops stationed 
East Germany. 

Poland’s own forces present total approximately 280,- 
000-300,000 men divisions, more than half 
armored and mechanized, supported 400-500 Polish air- 
craft. Included the total are naval force 10,000, and 
equal number anti-aircraft specialist troops and 
60,000-man air force. 

support the huge Soviet establishment East Ger- 
many there local force 80,000-110,000, organized 
six seven divisions—two which are armored— 
grouped two corps.** Communist Germany’s air force 
insignificant. 


Other Armed Forces 


THE SOVIET point view, the Bulgarian Army 

probably the most “reliable” all the Satellite 
forces. Although its air force negligible, the compar- 
atively small country supports infantry divisions—four 
motorized and three armored—totalling some 150,000 men. 

Czechoslovakia, with one the most compliant the 
Communist bloc regimes, may, however, considered 


These statistics and those which fcllow military and naval 
personnel are summation what seem the most trust- 
worthy figures available this time. Some the main sources 
are: The Times London, June 1956: The New York Times, 
October 27, 1957, December 19, 1957; Saturn (Paris), October- 
November 1957; Pravda (Moscow), January 1958: Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), September 1955, August 1956, March 28, 
1957: Zolnierz Polski (Warsaw), June Kultura (Polish 
emigre monthly, Paris) No. 7-8, 1956; Sudetendeutsche Zeitung 
(Munich), August 24, 31, 1957; Die Presse (Vienna), June 
1955. 

Since March 1956 the East Army has been frankly 
termed army. Previously the regime had espoused the fiction 
that the organization—which contained tanks, artillery and other 
military units—was “‘police force.”’ 


have less “trustworthy” army, from the Soviet standpoint. 
Military personnel amounts some 230,000-280,000 men, 
organized into 15-18 divisions, five which are fully ar- 
Tanks include Soviet-made Stalin and Czecho- 
slovak (Skoda) 734’s. Artillery brigades undeter- 
mined) and parachute regiments (probably function 
independently, and there are least 1,000 aircraft, mostly 
home production, substantial number which are jets. 

Romania’s troops are numerically equal Bulgaria’s, 
although the population the latter country consider- 
ably smaller. Romanian ground forces are estimated 
sources 120,000, naval and anti-aircraft units 
approximately 5,000 each. There are about 150 air- 
craft and 8,000 men the air corps. 


western 


Albania has five small infantry divisions, almost air 
force navy. There are, however, air fields used Soviet 
planes and, according Western reports (Reuters, Jan- 
uary 10, 1958) missile bases are under construction, super- 
vised, course, technicians from the USSR. 

view its virtual disappearance during the Revolt 
the Hungarian Army must judged least “reliable” 
the USSR. the past year there have been extensive 
efforts rebuild all branches the armed services, but 
trustworthy figures are currently available. 
presumed that the present puppet regime would like 
reconstitute least the four Army corps which existed 
prior October 1956. These included nine infantry, one 
armored and two motorized divisions. 


Soviet Forces Area 

The chief Soviet military establishment East Europe 
the so-called German Democratic 
vious the 41,000 announced January 
1958, the 425,000 garrison included divisions with 
6,000-7,500 tanks, many the newest design. There are 
also approximately 100 IL-28 light bombers capable 
carrying nuclear weapons and 600-700 all weather fighters 
and fighter-bombers; among the latter are also 
said have facilities for nuclear loads. 

The same January 1958 announcement disclosed that 
the Soviet garrison Hungary, which numbered 70,000 
after the suppression the Revolt, would reduced 
17,000. Along with 30,000 USSR troops Poland and 20,- 
000 Romania, the total pre-January number Soviet 
troops the Satellite countries would approximately 
545,000. true 
strengthening Soviet military technology 


with 
they are quite 


and ever- 
feasible and probably entail over-all loss strength 
the Soviet force Communist bloc countries after the re- 


ductions would 487,000. 


Other 


This most recent Soviet troop cut, which amounted 
300,000 men including those released from service within 
the USSR, was the third such reduction announced 
the Soviets since 1955. that time 640,000 men returned 
civilian life 


The following May the regime announced 


THIS SERIES WILL CONCLUDED FORTHCOMING ISSUE. 


Burlesque the Border 


BROADCAST ENTITLED, Our Soldiers Exist 


Without the Striptease?” Radio Warsaw November 
10, 1957, deplored certain pictorial tendencies the other- 
wise “very well edited soldiers’ Granica, publi- 
tion the Frontier Guard (WOP). The speaker, Major 
Nowak, expressed himself follows: 

cannot understand why the last page the journal 
always contains pictures of, put mildly, half-undressed 
that soldiers the WOP posts really can’t exist 
the 


fact 
without 


“The paper’s progress this direction seems inexorable. 
Issue Number contains, way hors 
modest bust 
modest female legs. 


res, the 


young woman. Number sports less 
and very lonely outpost has the opportunity view, not 
only the legs and bust 16-year-old girl, but also the 
rest her, with the exception those minimal portions 
concealed narrow band around her hips and bosom. 

“Nevertheless, the edit decided that 
their progress thus far insufficient Number 
they display, complicated and rather geometrical pose, 
pretty girl over caption stating, “It’s good thing this 


isn’t 


ors obviously have 


studying regulations.” 


issue Number actress wears only nightgown. 


the compulsory posture for 


waiting with bated breath and pounding heart for 
the 44th issue. course, realize that this actress doing 
her part the great cultural offensive the armed 


but now the question arises when she will actually 


become part the 


that additional would demobilized within 


one vear. the cuts are genuine, 2,140,000 have 


been released the three reductions, bringing the 


Soviet 


present 


military establishment down to 2.500.000. It must 


remembered. however, that these reductions cannot 


verified western sources, that many them may have 


been compensated accretion strength 


military forces, and that modern military science places 


increasingly small priority huge standing 
addition these ex-soldiers the ranks 
workers—where presumably many them would em- 
ployed the armaments enterprises—also mod- 


ifies the picture country the process disarmament. 
Since 1955 the Satellite regimes have followed the Soviet 


example making announcements reductions their 


armed forces. Czechoslovakia’s total cuts 44,000, Ro- 
were typical, while proportionately larger 141,000 
reduction mav have been reflection the ferment and 
economic distress that country. Bulgaria and Albania 


from their armed services 


cut 18,000 and 9,000 men 
1955. but 


have announced further reductions. 


wil 
~ 


UP Photo 


Syrian girls Damascus parade with Czechoslovak-made submachine guns. 


MUCH activity the barracks the young 
Egyptian army,” ran dispatch the Czechoslovak 
army newspaper Obrana Lidu March 1957. soldiers 
are learning handle the new military equipment deliv- 
ered Czechoslovakia. The anti-aircraft first 
shots the targets were great success.” Other articles 
the series from Cairo described scene the Abu Suir 
row silvery MIGs produced Czecho- 
boats docking Alexandria with 
first shipment T-34 tanks produced Czechoslovakia.” 
One consequence Czechoslovakia’s ten years 
Communism has been the development large engi- 
neering industry geared Soviet specifications and tied 
Soviet The that 
against its Arab adversaries the early postwar years now 
furnishes arms both Egypt and Syria. Last summer 
western correspondent Syria reported that Czechoslovak 
submachine guns could bought for four dollars any 
Syrian with the right political affiliation (Claire Sterling 
The Reporter, June 27, 1957). Still earlier, May, the 


political aims. country 


government Jordan announced the arrest 160 men 
armed with Czechoslovak weapons and said the 
pay Syria’s army intelligence. 

Planes, tanks and guns are only part Prague’s con- 
tribution the Soviet drive the Middle East. Since 
1953 Czechoslovakia, along with the rest the Soviet bloc, 
has been stepping its trade with the underdeveloped 
countries south and east the Mediterranean. Trade with 
Egypt has nearly trebled since 1953, largely the expense 
Britain and France, while trade with Syria—minuscule 
begin more than eight times between 
1953 and 1956. From Egypt the Czechoslovaks buy cot- 
ton, phosphates, manganese ore, copper, rice, fruits and 
vegetables; from Syria they get cotton, barley and wool. 
These countries get return, aside from armaments, the 
machinery, vehicles and electrical equipment for which 
they formerly depended the West. 1956 these items 
constituted percent Czechoslovak exports both 
Egypt and Syria. Egypt received, among other things, 
diesel engines and generators, welding equipment, com- 


rague, Cairo and Damascus 


pressors, pumps, tractors, trucks, rails, wire and other steel 
products. Syria received tractors, trucks and automobiles.* 


Prague will ship and install whole industrial plants 
order. Recent projects this kind include: oil refinery, 
sugar mill and shoe factory for Syria; cement plant, 
ceramics factory, shoe factory, sugar mill, rolling 
mill, broadcasting station and several bridges for Egypt.* 
The Voice the Arabs Cairo, the most powerful radio 
the Middle East, now issues from station built and 
equipped Czechoslovak technicians. 


The political importance the Communists attach their 
trade drive shown the attention they give and 
the special inducements they offer their customers. 
There certainly small profit it. Not only they 
underbid western competitors; they also provide 20-year 
credit percent interest, offer quick deliveries, and 
send along squads technicians service equipment and 
train native personnel. Last July the Premier Syria, 
was quoted saying that Syria had 
awarded three big contracts Czechoslovakia and Bul- 
garia because their bids averaged percent lower than 
those western firms (New Statesman July 
“It’s none our business,” 


said Assali, “if they want 
sel] ata loss.” 


The trade offensive backed strong exertions the 
diplomatic, political and cultural spheres. Missions and 
delegations from Middle Eastern countries get warm 
reception Prague. Students from Egypt and Syria are 
brought study Prague, while Communist professors, 


teachers and technicians are sent into Egypt and Syria. 
Cultural interchange with Syria was given boost June 
18, 1957, with the signing new five-year agreement 
Damascus. According Radio Prague, June 18, the agree- 
ment “lays special stress the exchange university pro- 
fessors who will contribute toward the development mu- 


Czechoslovak Economic Bulletin (Prague), September 1957. 


Egypt's Foreign Trade 


Trade with selected areas percentages total trade. 


trade with: 1954 1955 1956 1957 
West Germany 8.8 8.4 
USSR 


99 


Source: United Nations, Direction International Trade. 
1N. Europe includes the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Denmark, France, West Germany, 
East Germany, Ireland, The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden 
and Switzerland. 
Europe includes the USSR, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, 
Finland, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia. 


“Among many delegations visiting Brno was that under Dr. Aziz 
Sitke, Egyptian Minister Industry, who came Czechoslovakia 
the invitation the Minister Foreign Trade.” 


Czechoslovak Life (Prague), April 1956 


and on the 
change scientific, cultural and educational workers 
exchange scholarships for 


tual relations the sphere science 


student 
countries will exchange scientific, film, radio 
materials.” Cultural relations with Egypt were 


Below list some visitors since June 1955 


1955 


Syrian parliamentary delegati 


Communications and Director 
Egyptian doctors. 


1956 


Egyptian economic mission; the mayor Cairo and 
the governor Cairo Province; Egyptian agricultural 
and economic delegation; delegation from Minis- 
try Justice and Social Affairs; delegation Syrian 


women: delegation Syrian educators. 


1957 


The Syrian Deputy Premier, Khalid al-Azm, and 
Minister Economy, Minister Public Works and Com 
munications, Chief the General Staff, Minister Agri 
culture, President ot the Economi Council: representa 
tives Ministry Education, who bought 


classroom films; Egyptian and Syrian children 
vacation; Egypt’s Minister Trade, Minister 
and Planning, Minister Industry and Com- 
munications; delegation Egyptian oil experts; repre- 
sentative the Syrian “women’s delegation 
Egyptian women; delegation from Egypt 


factory safety. 


RECOLLECTIONS ANXIETY: 


Little Anthology 


Contemporary Polish Poetry 


SIXTEEN POEMS represent one the dominant 
strains contemporary Polish literature: the poetry 
political protest and political statement. political 
poetry oddly foreshortened landscape: immensely domi- 
nated the hulking mass the immediate Stalinist yester- 
day, its today depicted strands vivid revulsion, the fu- 
ture, program for the future, absent. Yet the present 
Polish context, criticism the Stalinist past more than 
criticism; political statement and implies political 
program. that program thoroughly negative, its 
only dictum the prevention the recurrence the past, 
can the awful bulk and gravity that past 
must block the horizons men scarcely freed from its 
horrors. need not added that comparable political 
poetry being published anywhere else the area. The 
poets’ awareness the uniqueness their freedom 
added dimension the vortex from which they write. 

place positive political program consistent with its 
political criticism, much this poetry pleads, anguished 
susurrus, change, let’s good.” Often combined with 
this deep sense the poet’s own failures omission, in- 
activity and silence the political past. these 
poets, while intensely aware the political universe, have 
been taught their own failures that politics not enough, 
and urge essential moral imperative. 

The language that men who have come long way 
through dreadful peril. rapid, nervous, tense, terse. 
There general rejection the formal modes Polish 
poetry; rhythms conversational 


are (the conversation 


anger, fear, deep weariness), rhyme seldom used. 
poetry immersed its images: walls, prisons, interrogations, 
wounds, corpses and whores. 

Yet the note strikingly not despair. There vitality 
here, rooted the tacit but clear overtone they all share: 
possible, now, Poland, write this way. After every- 
thing these poems describe, despite everything these poems 
describe, nevertheless, there are these poems. that 
overtone which heard understand the full 
diapason this kind poetry, perceive the note vic- 
tory “Still—it’s not defeat, you on, on.” 

The poets represented this selection range from the 
very well known the obscure. Most them are young. 


must 


Wat, Jastrun and Wazyk alone had prewar reputations. 
Wazyk was one the leading soloists the recent Polish 
ferment and his Poem for Adults” was milestone the 
poetry political criticism (see the January 1956 issue 
this magazine). Aleksander Wat was awarded the 1957 
literary prize Nowa Kultura, organ the Polish Writers’ 
Union. the others, Pawel Hertz has been most recently 
the news: (with Wazyk) resigned from the Commu- 
nist Party protest over the suppression, last Fall, 
new magazine, Europa, deemed too critical the regime. 
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July 31, 1955; Literackie, Novem- 
ber 1956; Literackie, November 
25, 1956. 
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Bohdan Drozdowski 


Tadeusz Rozewicz 
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Windowpanes, outwardly shining, 
Across light glass and glassy brains 
And glassy hearts—without mercy, quietly. 


Rehabilitation 


(Przeglad Kulturalny, [Warsaw]. 19-25 April. 1956 


The Wall 


Tadeusz Rozewicz 


we built together, 
adding daily 
Szymborska 


one word to silence. 


we Cannot esc ape. 


Walled 


Wieslawa Szymborska our own hands 
die thirst 


AKING ADVANTAGE the ancient right, imagination, and heat 
visit the dead for the first time life; the wall moving 


I seek their faces and listen to their footsteps, _— hear sighs 


Although know that the dead are dead. and cry out for help. 
It’s time hold head hands Even tears hide 


And say: Poor Yorick, where’s your ignorance, deep our bodies, yes. 


Eyeless faith and innocence, Literackie, June 24, 1956 


Your work out,” and your spiritual balance 
Between the confirmed and the unconfirmed truth? 


believed that they were traitors and unworthy good 
Because weeds had grown their graves 
And even crows crowed upon them derision. Tadeusz Rozewicz 
But this, dear Yorick, was deception only. 


ace where obje cry 
your memory them. that place where objects 


wasn't really 
unsure measure; every day home 
Someone looses eternity. all simple now: 
was waiting-room 
Today know much more about these things. 


Eternity given and taken away. emptied people. 
Those who have been called traitors Only dead objects, 
Must die together with their names: 
Our power over the dead 

Must kept constant balance: 
must watch lest are judged 
night and barren judges. Zycie Literackie, June 
The earth those who are earth 

Rise handful after handful, stone stone, 
Escape silence and demand loudly 

Their name, our memory and applause. 


nicknames, so to speak, 
remain 
for other people use. 


Nothing New 


What can words do! Bohdan Drozdowski 
Words, words, words, that cannot bring the dead 


life. words are deception only. any mar 
cannot wake them even name. 


shove your teeth with heel, 
And they walk past us. tear out your genitals, 
Sharp diamonds, they cut across play your ribs with rifle 


1956 


a 
A 


blister your skin with flame, 
drown you, break you two, 
poison you, take out your eyes 
with blunt Polish razorblade, 
throw you into any well, 

break your fingers the door; 
blow you out existence, 

your whole town, your country; 
order you put 

noose around your son’s neck; 
I can describe these things 

still more elaborately 

you don’t know 

what everyone knows 

that you also drown me 

spoon treason and crime. 
had, 

that’s why christs, fouriers, 
owens and marxes are born. 
Wars walk over you, 

peace after each, course, 
war after each, 

visions shouting rifles. 
Sometimes they turn your world 
upside down like traveling bag— 
trains revolution. When 

the noise dies in your s¢ alp 

you look around to see 

that you have seen all already. 
not defeat, 


you on, on. 


Przeglad Kulturalny, September 


Epoch 
Mieczyslaw Jastrun 


them build police garages; 

Surrounded barbed wire 
and guarded tall towers 

garages and the prisoners. 

They rose the siren’s sound 
unwilling, sleepy, 

grey prison clothes; 

slowly they built the steel roof 
for mechanical animals. 

times, one would try run; 

which times heard close 
the dry sound rifle shots. 


From the other window 

watched another building rise: 

were putting wall. 

don’t know whether wall 

for lunatic asylum simply 


1956 


the House the Dead. 


You said me: 
you what they want 
you will here; 

and you disagree 

you will find yourself there. 


(Nowa Kultura, October 28, 1956 


Arithmetic 
Aleksander 


NOT THINK that when you are alone 
you are alone. 
(she) always with you. 
Wherever you 
(she) will always follow you. 
The most faithful dog not faithful: 
shadow will disappear 
before (she) will. 
This redhaired whore the hotel entrance, 
and with her no, not her double she, that other she. 
This old man following her like cat, 
and with him his eternal comrade. 
These two the bed contortion. 
Those others, sitting the bed’s foot, 
wait with sad, lowered faces. 
Paris; June 1956 


Tworczosc, November 1956 


Note 
Exhibition 
French Painting 


Mieczyslawa 
Buczkowna 


Mieczyslawa Buezkowna 


leading Delacroix 
the barricades 

Seemed, when saw first. 

Too symbolic and 

Perhaps out context. 

walked away, cheated. 

But only few days later, 


q 


the July sun, 

was suddenly struck 

its acuity: 

recognized the faces 

the workers Poznan.* 


(Tworczosc, December 1956 


The Polish city where the people rioted June 1956, demand- 


ing “bread and freedom.” 


Venus with Cupid 


Witold 


Wirpsza 


One morning 1956, Guido Reni’s with 
found have been slashed with knife. 
happened, everyone knows, the Dresden Picture Gal- 
lery. The man who must have committed the crime night 


was never found. 


will ask 
about father’s sicknesses, 
mother’s medical record, 
childhood diseases, and 
whether not forget take 
handkerchief every time 
out the morning. 
will say nothing. 
will not break during the questioning. 
They will ask me: 
Why does this cut begin the left side the golden belly 
and end almost the groin? 
Why did cut around the right breast 


the child, 

depriving them air they both 

Why did not aim straight for the goddess’ heart? 

will say nothing. 

will not break. 

They will ask: 

What afraid of? Why? What fear about? 
what star are accomplices? which 
beam? Meadow? 


Why, cutting, did connect the neck with that 


Then will say: 
took three threads out the cut canvas, 
three red, thin threads, quite blind otherwise. 


hid them well. Search 


and you will find nothing. 


Nowa Kultura, February 


Quarantine 


Pawel Hertz 


write at dark winter dawn 
under the light cruel that burns 
and bares ribs down bedrock 


Outside is the world, the small black sack of bloo« 


and each one experienced nights 


beating slow and unwilling rhythm. 
The criminal has left: but still corners 
and blind windows, hardly noticed, lie 
wait fear, shame, plague and weeping 


‘The smell lime lingers the 


how infected this snow-dressed city 
where vellow gas lamps sizzle and the deadly 
wagons roll. all delusion 

life itself. heart, long prisoned, 
fingers thin ribs last the message 


that plague here more. Night forwards 


So—quarantine. All former pale patients, 
new from prison and death resurrected, 
unshot, but surely marked death already 
see their hair, their eves and faces 


feed their reason with most recent hate. 


Others read Tacitus quickly console 

their thought with the thought that his 
the air was even darker with the plague; 
and mixing Roman madness with imperial 


tvranny and the cruelty monks 


Say, slowly nodding their heavy heads: 
all that was already, know all 
And others are still their 
moving pale lips silent prayer 
and asking that their dead dead rest, 
as if this death did not make peace tor all 
And others clench their fists anger, 

while trembling wives and mothers beg them 

the sinners their sins, their crimes 


This then write dark winter dawn 


this huge city which now ruin 
between the palace and 

the ditch where lime kept: write 

from small fragment still living asphalt 


and sizzling, gas 


This then write dark winter dawn. 


e 


not knowing where turn what say. 
When told forgive them 


when hate commands 


say nothing, 
say nothin 

and moving shut the coffin’s lid 

tacit horror; within that coffin 

lies festered corpse, which stares 

and bares angry hunger jackal teeth. 

This then write dark winter dawn 

from within land, where the north 
runs the cool sea. Mountains sleep south. 


And either side two lazy rivers flow. 
Nowa Kultura, 


April 14, 1957 


* Warsaw's Soviet-built Palace of Culture. 


24, 1956 
Leszek Herdegen 


December 


APPEARS then that have soul. 

vertebrate, superior that 
can carry rifle. 
All want met death face face, 
falling 
still alive 


understand that before escape you, freedom. 
free 

saved from the touch the riflebutt head. 

was always rather shocked the sound broken bones 
Tomorrow God will somehow put another day 

and the miner will dig more tunnels beneath us. 

The night cold, she has eyelids. 

There calm fog. 

White wafers crack our teeth, 

stroke each other the mouth, 

saying, Keep your chin up, buddy. 

appears then that have soul. 

All have hand smooth the riflebutt, 

and eyes like long, white corridors 

see that enemy not enemy 

and mother not mother. 

The frost sings, then howls, and beats against the glass. 
Kindly give rifle. 

Its blued barrel goes well 

with the christmas tree and tranquility. 


(Zycie April 21, 1957 


People The Twentieth Century 
Jerzy Jankowski 


the prying radar 

are falling slowly the bottom 
the people the twentieth century 
atom liberators 
space spanners 
sound tamers 
the people 


no 


Note: 


Polish-language periodical Kultura, May 1957, with the statement 
that they had previously been published inside Poland. 


Ballad Rusty Blood 


guilty witnesses hiroshima 
know 


know many 

know many countries 

malaya vietnam 

algeria korea hungary 

the twentieth century our eyes 


when open hearts bullets 
rip bodies with bayonets 


crush scalps with riflebutts 


blood jets 


pale brains spurt 


while smiling gaily 
look the twentieth century 
through rifle sights 


This and the following poem appeared the Paris 


Stanislaw Chacinski 


like rusty needle 
Under each number 
prostitutes 


street 


drunk noisy 


swearing pimps 


sing songs 

from behind the bars 
And thirteen 

the attic 

lives ambiguous poet 


simple words 


Feeding rats 


with mouldy bread 


dreams orange girl 


from distant street, 
alley sighs 


and sweet accacia whispers 


The girl lives candy box 


has jazzed-up radio set 

loves Yves Montand the frenchman 

who sings softly and movies plays 

The poet has one hundred thereabouts 
rats whom calls name 

six pounds unread poems 

fifteen sleeping pills 

The prostitutes have pimps 

clients from various social strata 


and each night much money 
Taking the pills 

the poet wants much 

faithful 

the narrow-footed girl 

who goes unseeing 

The screaming crack 

where the blood rusts. 


The 


ear-Old 


Bohdan Drozdowski 


AST night 


the corner Piotrkowska and Tuwim streets 
sixteen-year-old 
made like violet 
caught the sleeve 


let’s go 


her eyes like for get-me-nots 
her mouth still fresh 

blooming dahlia 

and already this 

let’s 


went 


went 

she earns four hundred zloty 
the post office 

pair nylons two hundred 


her father’s old age pension hundred twenty 
how can one live 


she said 


thus: let’s 

she cried because did nothing 
said had wife 

and son 


they love 


and twice month 


wife expects money 


she doesn’t wear nylons 

said 

are building heavy industry 
ships for export 


jets are very expensive you know 
one costs billion pairs nylons 
billion lipsticks 

purple violet etcetera 

that’s why earn little 

She nodded 

and went back 

the corner Piotrkowska 
and Tuwim streets 

wait until build heavy industry 
and fully equip our army 


that sixteen-year-old 
made-up girl like violet. 


(Nowa Kultura, January 1957 


Two Apes 
Wieslawa Szymborska 


two apes chains sit the window 

and outside the sky flies 

and the sea bathes. 

examined man’s history: 

stutter and mumble. 

Looking me, one the two apes 

listens ironically; the other sort sleeps, 

and when silence falls after question 

she helps along 


gentle movement the chains. 


Literackie, June 16, 1957 


A Letter q 
> 
Tadeusz Rozewicz 
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Tadeusz Rozewiez 


cannibals 


not look wolflike 
that man 
who there’s vacant seat 
on the train 
Say to yourselve 
that other pe ople have also 
two legs and something sit 
Dear cannibals 
wait just moment 
don’t trample the 
don’t gnash your teeth 
please try to understand 


that many more people 


please move over much the yellow arbor vitae sucks out several thin branches 


give the fired architect walks down the stony vacuum 
Dear cannibals along the path 

don’t buy out all and from the ruins ruins ruins 

candles shoelaces and noodles the dze dze saws spreads rusty circles 
Don’t repeat constantly metal attacks metal 

mine deadly acids sizzle 

stomach hair spring chains rattle 

corn pants and Ezekiel’s vision the rusty parts dead iron heal 
wife kids like wounds 

opinion Diesel motors cars 

Dear cannibals black money mints, ruined, toll 


let’s not eat each other 


and the people the people dressed overalls stone 
lest never 


stand the square blind mute 


rise from the dead (Zycie Literackie, August 1957 


Zycie Literackie, June 30, 1957 
Blind Game 


Twilight the City Adam 


OTHING WAS BURNED down; was laundry burning, 
the firemen came, followed fire engines. 
approaching twilight freak nature was born here anywhere, 
the drunken city staggers was only girl, shouting childbirth around the corner. 
its streets and thoroughfares twist The landscape has changed, course, but not grief, 
willows grown the squares since the the tax collectors have come and gone smiling masks. 
convulse like young women first birth The walls are windowless, thus the windows are without 
window shutters rattle cheap bars walls, 
beer sizzles tall the trees are without shadows, shade has trees. 
domestic and foreign wine bottles erect their necks will somehow connect these things means domestic 
private don quixote carriage drivers cut their whips ash 
above the dying gold railroad’s pathetic ruins hour the firemen will come with huge fire engines. 
the barrack the engineer from the Dead District (Nowa Kultura December 1957 


> 


Young Hungarian Poets Overwhelms Them” 


HUNGARY, ANTHOLOGY the work fifteen young poets was published early this year (although had 

been compiled early 1957). review this volume, the February issue Kortars had number 
revealing things say the youngest generation poets and their disaffection from the dogmas and 
standards Communist art. The review began contrasting the anthology with collection the works 
young poets that had been published 1952: 

‘old’ may correctly call so—was characterized enthusiasm, which that time seemed 
sincere, ardor for the people, the Party, and constructive Socialism, but also characterized much empty 
logy and set patterns. Formalistic, primitive one-sidedness, dullness, weak technique, popularisation and 
pseudo-primitiveness were dominant. these errors, find none the new volume. find schema- 
tism, enthusiasm errors form. seeking for the teachers these young poets find that all 
times they strive carry the oppressive, barren tone the Horthy era. also sense urge toward sev- 
eral trends modern Western poetry (imagined real); these youngsters generally seek the quieter, more 
secluded poets, who write about the frustrations and rifts the 


phraseo 


turn the soul giving voice his feelings. Most all, richness feelings and very human 
traits characterize their poems. poetry that hides feeling, tortured heart under heavy armor, often 
passionate. These young poets all started write the years the People’s Democracy, the achievements 
which they take for granted. fact, they don’t find them worthy mention (only Gyorgy Hara and Andras 
Fodor bring the matter: stop, deep darkness, don’t haunt with the past!’). They prefer talk 
other things: their disquietude, homelessness. Values have crumbled, new ones have not yet arisen, dis- 
illusion, insecurity, despair whipped into opposition—and sadness overwhelms them.” 
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Television 


urope 


Soviet bloc television, long retarded and disregarded, 
now advancing rapid pace, and both public and official 
interest high. This article surveys the recent growth 
telecast and reception facilities, the variety programming, 
and the prospects integration the bloc’s television with 
that Western Europe within the next several years. 


APPEARANCE Party chief Nikita Khrush- 

chev American television program last June con- 
jured images the coaxial cable main bridge 
the future between East and West. The Columbia Broad- 
casting System’s filmed interview was shown Czechoslo- 
vakia and, later, twice Hungary. The occasion spurred 
speculation and proposals East-West 
changes which had already been contemplated within the 
framework expanding East-West cultural and communi- 
cation contact. 


a 


Sign above television set appliance store: “We minor repairs 
our products time purchase!” 


Dikobraz (Prague), October 17, 1957 


All-Europe Eurovision? 


local volunteer groups, notably Poland. 

HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE discussion among the Communist authorities are acutely aware the potential 

Soviet bloc countries forming future “Eastern Euro- this new communication medium. For the time being pro- 
vision,” which could eventually hooked with the gramming policy television appears geared satisfying 
present Eurovision, the international network which links desire for entertainment, order build 
West European nations for sports and news events inter- audience. But the Khrushchev interview, the televised ap- 
national interest. Official Communist sources East Berlin pearance State officials, redefectors (and other 
reported April 1957 that East Germany, Czechoslovakia, tors doing penance), all point the way political utiliza- 
Poland and the USSR were planning direct connections tion the new medium. The Communist recognize that 
between their television systems. Last year East Germany Swiat (Warsaw), August 18, 1957, put it, televi 
converted its entire system conform technically West now supplanted the printed word “collective 
Obranu Lidu (Prague), July 20, 1957, pre- propagandist and agitator.” 
dicted that 1960 direct hook-ups will enable viewers The Soviet Union considerably ahead its orbit coun- 
eleven European countries including England see Mos- tries the development television. There are 
cow programs “and vice versa.” sion centers the leading Soviet cities: Moscow, Lenin- 

Concrete realization such goals depends course upon Kiev, Vladivostok, etc. All these stations 
the relative stages television development among the par- have their own programs. second television station 
ticipating countries. Soviet bloc television is considerably Moscow planned for 1958 will broadcast three programs, 
behind the West, hampered lack funds, poor planning, one color. Some new stations are under construction 
and lack attention consumer services. Among the and scheduled into operation 1960 (Radio Mos- 
Satellites only Czechoslovakia and Poland, the latter cow, June 22, Nov. 13, 1957 
second, have any significant television facilities. But there Television sets the area, line with the general prac- 
fast-growing interest and progress all the Soviet bloc tice throughout Europe, are subject State licensing 
countries. The avidity would-be viewers demonstrated There are frequent complaints the press “black mar- 


reports construction transmitters ket” unlicensed possession sets 


4, 
5 
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Czechoslovakia 


East countries, Czechoslovakia leads 


the first live transmission, hockey match with Sweden, was 


the field television. Regular telecasts began 1953: 


made February 11, 1955. 

Czechoslovakia now has three television stations opera- 
Prague which broadcasts about hours 
week; Ostrava (1955), with 2-hour programs four times 
and Bratislava (1956 
linked this year, thus permitting Bratislava broadcast 
the Prague programs. August 19, 1957, Pravda (Bratis- 
announced completion the highest relay station 


tion: 


Prague and Bratislava were 


lava 
Europe, the Lomnice Stit the Tatra Mountains 
Slovakia. second relay station has been erected Presov. 
Plans for stations Brno and Bohemia have been drawn 
Prague), September 16, 1956, said 
1961 there would ten originating stations and 


up. Vecerni Praha 
that by 
relay stations Czechoslovakia. 

Pravda, September 1957, carried account the 
“independent” construction transmitter the Banska 
Bystrica region. The State plan called for construction 
this transmitter November 1959. The local inhabitants 
did not want wait that long and “volunteer” group in- 
cluding engineers have undertaken construct temporary 
transmitter through their own efforts 1958. 

December 1957, Czechoslovakia had 150,000 tele- 
vision sets, which about one every people (Radio 
Prague, December Official sources had estimated 
that there would 180,000 the end 1957. Production 
output Czechoslovak sets 1957 was supposed reach 
90,000, while additional 80,000 were imported from 
the Soviet Union. Plans call for yearly output 200,000 
sets 1960. that date there would one million sets 
the country. 

Sets first went sale Prague July 1953, 4,000 
koruny ($555 official rate; average 1957 monthly wages 
for industrial 1,290 koruny) plus installation 
costs. present there variety models available for 
$400). This the lowest price the 
Soviet bloc, both absolutely and terms workers’ pur- 
chasing power. 


worker: 


about 3.000 koruny 


* The U S figure is approximately four people per set. 


station program department, discussed his work 
Vecerni Praha (Prague), July 26, 1957. stressed 
the economic and propaganda value films for 
export. said that the films are bought the USSR, 
Poland, Hungary and now also East Germany and 


France and England have also expressed 
interest. These are mostly documentary films—for 
example, the Prague Spring Music Festival, chil- 
dren’s puppet shows, etc. The studio would like 
series profiles outstanding Czech actors; 
scripts well-known writers are hand, but, the 
director complained, lacks the necessary funds. 
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the 1957 European amateur boxing championship finals 
Prague: “On the night the finals part television programme 
was relayed western countries. Great Britain received the pro- 
gramme clearly.” 


Czechoslovak Life (Prague), August 1957 


International Programming 


CHOSLOVAK TELEVISION SUFFICIENTLY advanced 
that officials are actively investigating the possibili- 
ties hook-ups with other countries and exchange pro- 
grams and personnel, both inside and outside the boun- 
daries the Soviet bloc. Within the bloc, Czechoslovakia’s 
most active exchange with East Germany. The first test 
program from Bratislava direct Hungary—the program 
was performance the Ukrainian circus Bratislava 
took place August 31, 1957. According plans, regular 
program exchange will begin 1958 between Bratislava 
and Budapest and later between Ostrava and undeter- 
mined Polish station. Most important, agreement with 
Moscow was drawn early 1957 concerning coaxial 
cable which will make possible relays Soviet transmissions 
Czechoslovakia 1960 (Mlada Fronta July 
20, 1956). 
Czechoslovak officials have begun discussions ex- 


ge 


change with Britain and Italy, and May inquiries were 
made Vienna about possibilities for Czechoslovak hook- 
with Eurovision. working example such ex- 
change was the telecast the European amateur boxing 
championships held Prague June The program 
was relayed throughout Western Europe via East Germany, 
West Berlin and thence the Eurovision network. Pravda, 
September 20, 1957, said that when the Bratislava station 
was connected with Prague, viewers Slovakia—an esti- 
mated 30,000—would able see transmissions from the 
Eurovision chain, via Prague. The Bratislava station was 
then already exchanging programs with Vienna: the same 
article said that Slovak viewers are “being spoiled pro- 
grams from Vienna and insisting improvement the 
Bratislava programs.” 

The film the CBS interview with Khrushchev was 
shown Czechoslovakia four days after the initial show- 
ing the United States. Commenting the program, 
Rude Pravo (Prague), June 1957, said that aroused 
intense interest because linked Czechoslovakia with the 
two great nations representing the two systems capital- 
ism and Communism. The paper observed that the occa- 
sion points “the great possibilities, yet unexploited, 
which exist television for the political eductaion the 
people.” More such programs, from internal well 
international life, are indicated, the paper said. 

The social and political possibilities television have re- 
cently been probed, in, for example, the October 20, 1957, 
televised appearance Jaromir Dolansky, high Party 
and State official, who addressed the audience the sub- 
ject discussion topics preparation for the new decen- 
tralization October 
Prague television reportedly showed scenes youngsters, 
who had been rounded drive against hooliganism, 
loading potatoes Prague freight yard. ‘The boys were 


economic administration. 


“Shortly put into production, the new Manes television set 
which has much bigger than the model produced 


present.” Czechoslovak Life (Prague), October 1956 


Slumber and Sweat Czechoslovak 


Television 
OTHER DAY happy television set owner told 
how the same thing happens his house 
every evening. puts the television, the whole 
family gathers front it, they stop talking, they 
look and listen. When it’s almost ten o'clock, one of 
them wakes with start and asks the others, ‘So, 


how was This futile question, however, be- 


cause only wakes the others. Maybe ex- 
aggerating when says that this same routine occurs 
every day. Even so! asked him, ‘Do you watch like 
that every evening?’ ‘Well, you know, said, ‘one 
can’t help 

the difficult working conditions the 
television studio Vladislav Street. Prague], what 
does the television viewer care whether there room 
move the studio not? What does care that 
real magicians when mov- 
ing their cameras, that the actors freeze durine 


the cameramen have 


re- 
hearsals and almost faint from the heat during shoot- 
What does the viewer care whether there 
enough money for better programs not, that 


script-writers not want write for television be- 


cause does not pay? The television viewer in- 
survived the lines front the television store, 
has spent quite sum money, pays his monthly 
license fee, and he wants some decent programs 
Prace 
1957. 


terested only what sees the screen. 


has 


December 


the 


shown working 


suits” they had been wearll 


when they were picked up. 


Predominates 


Programming Czechoslovakia general, however, 


far aimed entertainment. About percent the 
Prague programs are live, transmitted either from studios 
mobile units. Sports events enjoy the greatest popu- 
larity. Many the feature programs appear 


mode d 


American 


terview and give-away quiz programs, 


programs. Prague has 


medic al series 
children’s shows, fashion shows, variety programs, movies 
and plays. According report the program 
107 dramati 
plays, operas and seven musicals 

Prace (Prague), July 1957, 
tion quiz series which trade 


1956 there were atic shows consisting 
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described new informa- 
union from various 
industrial plants compete answering questions different 
categories. The subjects which the first groups competed 
were botany, theater and motoring. The paper said the 
program had some “the evaluation system 
clumsy, the selection the subjects was described 


too happy.” 


However, the audience response was 


more be 


ciently encouraging that 


such contests are ing 


= 
| 
| 
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projected new feature program series called “Seven 
and presented with the realization their dearest wish 


which seven listeners are invited the studio 


front the studio audience. 

Within the framework this fare designed entertain, 
political material can and inserted, mainly dramatic 
form. example was the dramatization “People for 
anti-Western story Norbert Fryd, which was 
the 


tale from contemporary America.” 


show nh as 


story an entre] 
model fame; the story was said reveal “the psychology 
American business, the venality its art, and the hunt 
for sensationalism reporters.” 


Technical Shortcomings 


Audience reaction and opinion apparently taken into 
account and given certain amount public airing. Most 


laints are technical shortcomings, inadequate servic- 


delays, etc. February 14, 1956, writer 
ce said that the pictures of the Cortina Winter Olympic 
Games made foreign television networks and transmitted 
to Czechoslovak screens via many relays and routes were 
the direct transmissions from the Prague 
Rude Pravo, April 1956, complained the way 


tel 


Stadium. 
which the vision network ignores its announced time 
ed: 


and comment “It would certainly 


the television studio followed the example the theaters, 
cinemas and radio instead the disorder which prevails 
our railroad transportation.” 

The Czechoslovak people are evidently cognizant the 
fact that television technology the West well ahead 
their own. The regime seeks placate any misgivings 
this score asserting that television the Soviet bloc 
particularly its freedom from 
commercialism. Rude Pravo (Prague), September 30, 1957 
published long article which emphasized this point. After 
listing the achievements television Czechoslovakia the 


superior other ways 


article remarked: 


“It possible that some people who pride themselves 
their ‘objectivity’ may ask what all this amounts com- 
for 


ask return: 


pared with America where they have had television 
long time and are way ahead us. 
But who does that television belong to? Whom and what 
purpose does it serve? Whom does the British BBC serve, 
the National Broadcasting Company? That the 
energy television.” 


important point—be 


The article elaborated: “Is conceivable that during the 
transmission “The Bartered Bride’ from the 
National Theater the following scene could appear our 
Jenik and 
Marenka singing True Love’ and holding poster 
them saying that men should buy Dalibor suspen- 


screens (according the American pattern 


front 


Type television set either Czechoslovak-made imported from the Soviet Union, showing the small screen which has apparently been 


the object considerable complaint. 


Svet Obrazech (Prague), June 1957 
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ders because they are the most elastic suspenders the 
world? No, this cannot happen, because our television 
not the hands businessmen. the same token one 
may appear our television agitate for fascism war, 
murder.” 

Czechoslovak television, the article continued, serves the 
people and reflects their interests: “It fights together with 
the people for peace and Socialism—and this the great 
difference. Herein lies our great advantage over television 
the West with its up-to-date equipment.” 


Television Advertising 

Despite this claim with its implication that Communist 
television free the advertising, Czechoslovak 
television does have commercials, and indeed too many 
them, according letter Vecerni Praha (Prague 
September 14, 1957. This irritated viewer protested against 
the showing commercials during programs. com- 
plained that “we see advertising the movies, streetcars, 
newspapers, streets; why must cut into our television pro- 
grams well? would like have more news instead.” 

Another letter the same issue took different view, 
considering television advertising sign the great in- 
The 
writer particularly commended the refrigerator commer- 
ials and 


terest shown Socialist trade the working man.” 


proposed that instead being shown empty the 
refrigerator filled with food and beverages. 

Further comments readers were solicited, and Sep- 
tember the paper published several more letters the 
subject. One these called for more advertising tele- 
vision, the grounds that helps the national trade en- 
terprises publicize new goods, services, improvements and 
changes. the next (September 28) issue Prague sales- 
woman revealed that many customers were coming with 
requests for goods advertised television which the store 
did not have. “According the advertising are sup- 
posed have these goods stock,” she wrote. the 
day come when only those goods which are actually 
hand will advertised? else the advertisement should 
indicate that the goods will reach the stores later date. 
Both customers and stores would thus spared great deal 
trouble.” 

Closing the discussion, the editors announced that 
advertising had been accepted principle the majority 
readers. Advertising has its place “Socialist trade,” 
they added hastily), should not 
resort unscrupulous tactics but should conscientiously 


they declared: however 


cultivate the taste and discrimination viewers. 


Poland 


VIRTUALLY the grip television fever. 

Within the past year the number television sets has 
increased ten times, two new stations have been put oper- 
ation and others have been expanded. Goals are ambitious; 
however, the bad planning, shortage funds and general 
disarray which have characterized the Polish economy are 
reflected the field television organization also. This 
has led some cases direct action the people com- 


nh 


pensate for the inadequacy State planning and resources. 
The most important lack, however, the still low 
rapidly increasing) production sets; about this the peo- 
ple can nothing but curb their impatience. 

present there are four television stations operating 
Poland: Warsaw hours week; 
Lodz May 1957), three 
hours. center Katowice opened December 1957. 
Temporary experimental stations are operating Wroclaw, 


constructed 1954 
1956), 10-15 hours, and Poznan 


Gdansk and Szczecin, followed permanent stations 
in these cities. 

urgent next step the development television 
Poland, according the Polish press, cable connection 
Warsaw 
difference between our tele- 


lanned 


between individual telecasting stations. Polityka 
August (1957 
vision system and the well- 


television development 


East 


that they have built one large center each 


I 
] 


actually two in 
Czechoslovakia| fully equipped with all the necessary equip- 


ment anc personnel... while we have built foun iIncompiete 


centers unconnected with each othe and without the 


proper technical facilities for telecasting continuous pro- 
grams. spent more money and got less results. 
The Polish news agency PAP, October 16, reported that 
from Warsaw Lodz and Kato- 


operating 


the first connecting lines 


Warsaw 


The present powel ol 


wice under construction. broadcast 


that 


were 


the television station now in will 
future. 
the station, which amounts some six kilowatts and has 
range about kilometers, will increased guar- 
100 kilometers. PAP 
spoke also plans for organization two channels which 

The first would 


aes- 


antee reception within radius 


would televise for and hours weekly. 


relayed provincial television centers. second, 
tined for Warsaw, will the course time adapted 


color telecasting. 


The State budget for television 1957 amounted 
some million z/oty. But popular demand far ahead 
the present stage development, and State funds are in- 
sufficient for speeding the pace. Since Poland must im- 


ermining 


port almost all its equipment, the det 
television expansion the supply foreign currency 
buys 


ip abroad 


much its equipment from England; the British Marconi 


abe ut $560.- 


the purchase expensive 


yaratus 


Company is reported to be filling the order for 


000 worth equipment, including transmitters, antennas 
and studio installations, for the television station Kato- 
wice. 
Amateur Construction 

overcome delays, local groups have formed 
own initiative provide both the labor and finan ial re- 


sources construct relay stations which will able pick 


up transmissions from the nearest center. Radio Warsaw, 


September 14, 1957 commented this: 


“Tf all goes well, within two years there will not 
single corner of the country which is not reac hed by tele 
vision. shall then the only country the world 
whose television network construction has been 


| 
i 


Warsaw, Lodz and Poznan al- 
professional—not amateur—facilities and 
Katowice will shortly be added These four sta- 
tions, however, have exhausted the State financial re- 


amateur ope ration. 
ready have 


studios 


sources for television for the next several years.” 


The broadcast said that the construction stations 
Wroclaw, Szczecin, Gdansk and other cities was planned for 
distant time, often very distant indeed, and that this has 
given rise amateur Civic initiative aimed the expan- 
sion television without burdening the State Treasury. 
This amateur initiative has already been effective Lower 
Silesia, where relay stations constructed the mountains 
Wroclaw amateurs make possible receive Prague 
television programs the district. The members the 
television section the Wroclaw radio club are now pre- 
paring build third relay station which will bring 
East German programs from Dresden. Similarly, members 
the Kielce radio club, were working relay station 
Swiety Krzyz which should nearing completion. will 
enable the inhabitants Kielce, Starachowice, 
Ostrow and vicinity see Warsaw and Lodz programs. 

finance the construction, industrial firms doing ex- 
port orders contribute sums out their foreign currency 
reserves. The Walbrzych miners and workers employed 
other Lower Silesian industries set aside the sum 115,000 
May and June for purchasing equipment for the 
Wroclaw television station abroad. Similar plans are being 
made workers Gdansk and Szczecin, according Ra- 
dio Warsaw. “Thus,” said the broadcast, “we will have two 
more television transmitters without touching the State 
budget.” The State provides some assistance; for example, 
equipment was sent from the Warsaw station Gdansk; 
will receive some old equipment from Lodz soon 
Lodz receives new parts. The Radio Warsaw commen- 
tary concluded with the observation that, like many other 
things Poland, “television moves off-beat path.” 


Set Shortage 


MILLION PEOPLE Poland will range tele- 
vision stations when the Wroclaw station goes into oper- 
ation. But Polityka (Warsaw), August 13, 1957, pointed 
out that expansion television not solely matter 
station networks and programming studios: the number 
sets also important. “And here,” said the paper, “we 
are once again confronted with difficulties resulting from 
our ‘brilliant’ planning. have spent millions 
for the construction stations and centers, but did not 
foresee and provide the necessary funds for the acquisition 
and import television 16,000 were produced 
1957 (Trybuna Ludu, February 
the end 1957 there were 22,142 licensed television 
sets Poland (Radio Warsaw, February 23, 1958). How- 
ever, believed that the number unregistered sets 
brings the nationwide total over 30,000. According 
Radio Warsaw, September 1957, 70,000 Polish-made 
weder” sets are scheduled produced 1958; the an- 
nual production sets supposed reach 160,000 
1960. There would then 350,000 sets Poland. 
present there are not nearly enough sets for the people 


article complaining about the state Polish television 
general, this show was singled out for favorable mention: “Countess 
Marita,” old-fashioned operetta, redolent silk hats and high- 
born ladies, markedly deficient “Socialist realism.” 


Swiat (Warsaw), March 18, 1956 


reach the centers. Polityka said that television set 
Poland belongs the same category consumers’ day- 
dreams car. Television sets are objects speculation 
and black marketeering. National production output 
thoroughly inadequate, said the paper, and more sets should 
imported. But, the paper added, account should 
the prices raised. Polish television set now costs 
6,000-7,500 zloty State stores, equivalent four six 
months’ wages for the average industrial worker. 

People Warsaw stand for hours long lines sign 
requests for sets yet unproduced, Swiat (Warsaw), Aug- 
ust 18, 1957, said. Zycie Warszawy, July 27, complained 
that the programs the Poznan station, which are genu- 
inely high quality, can seen the Poznan vicinity 
only 700 sets. “Poznan waiting for television sets!” the 
article exclaimed. “It rumored that 3,000 sets will 
delivered this year. hoped that this true, since 
next January the station will receive new antenna which 
will enlarge its range less than 100 kilometers, thus 
creating demand for sets throughout the whole Wiel- 
kopolska [District]. The problem urgent. 

speaker Radio Warsaw, July made the comment 
that “an aristocrat with his own private theater 
manor giving performances for milord and his guests was, 
you will pardon the expression, small fry compared with 
Polish owner television said that there 
probably other country the world which broadcasts 
three television programs, from three separate centers, for 
such handful subscribers. 


International Broadcasts 


Poland interested establishing international connec- 
tions and exchange, but technical level not yet 
able make solid commitments. Polityka, August 13, de- 
clared: “The building telecasting and transmitting fa- 
cilities becoming more and more political matter, and 


one with international aspects. What could not fully 
realized by radio 


widespread international program ex- 
change 


can now achieved through the medium tele- 
There tremendous interest the West concern- 
ing our possibilities this field. Unfortunately, from 
Warsaw not yet possible send pick foreign tele- 
casts. [An international hook-up] yet unrealized and 
should approach from the point view that 
was not built day,’ keeping mind those new and 
great created television for propagating 
Polish culture and art abroad.” 

Polish-Soviet agreement radio-TV cooperation was 
signed Moscow June 22. Television relay stations 
will built between Warsaw and Moscow and direct pro- 
gram exchange will begin 1958-59. Television technicians 
will also exchanged (PAP, June 22, 1957 

Plans have been made for direct connection with the 
Czechoslovak station Ostrava, which would enable view- 
ers most parts Poland see programs originating 
Czechoslovakia, and Vienna. Direct contact with 
Berlin, also projected for the indefinite future, will permit 
reception Poland from virtually all Europe. 

One the clauses the Polish-French cultural exchange 
pact signed July provided for television program ex- 
change. Zycie Warszawy, September said that the 
basis this agreement Polish reporter will telecast 
monthly program from Paris, while his French counterpart 
will conduct similar program from Warsaw for French 
viewers. 


“Television Weapon” 


THE LIMITED television audience, poli- 
ticians and journalists have very lively sense the 
political and social importance the medium. Polityka 


equation: vert. plus horiz. equals 
Przekroj (Cracow), June 1957 


Stanislaw Cat former Premier the Polish-London 
government exile, who returned Poland 1955, being inter- 
viewed television. The program, “Tele-Echo,” regularly presents 
interviews political figures, journalists and artists. 


Vowa Wies (Warsaw), July 1957 


(Warsaw the weekly journal representing the Gomulka 
regime, stated its August 13, true cul- 
tural revolution for Communism] can 


achieved only means television new tool cul- 


1957, issue: 


ture, information and propaganda. Due the direct- 
ness its impact, television the most effective all 
propaganda media, providing millions people with new 
and often their only contact with the world science, art 
and politics. The television screen portal through 
which the whole world enters the private life the indi- 
vidual.” 

weapon,” wrote Swiat, August 18, 1957, 
“which can yet play major role the liquidation ig- 
norance, backwardness, and alcoholism; awakening in- 
terests, raising the cultural level everyday life, breaching 
provincial The article said that television today 
must assume the role ascribed newspapers Lenin, 
that “collective Nations leading the field 
technology long ago realized that the decisive factor 
molding public opinion was radio, whose functions have 
now been taken over television, said the paper. 
has been recognized both politicians 
which pay astronomical sums just advertise their wares 

Television seen potential instrument for unifying 
the country the current confusion and stress. commen- 
tary Radio Warsaw, August 1957, noted that “there 
beginning to be talk about the lack of contact between the 
masses and leaders,” and contended that not only Party men 
but the whole community have the right direct, 
contact with Party Leader Gomulka, Premier Cyrankiewicz 
and others. The speaker said that the current situation 
everyone needs constant encouragement and live contact 
with the leadership which the nation has given its confi- 
dence. Such contact, said the broadcast, was completely feas- 
ible this age radio and television, but the present 
time this contact consisted merely weekly official radio 
report several hours’ duration followed choral singing 


a 
LA, 


which replaces the Polish national anthem. The commen- 
tator asked, doesn’t the First Secretary the Party 
talk the people for minutes, and, 
his own way, frankly outline the problems and events? This 
would give the community the sense that being spoken 
to, that something happening every day our State, that 
things are changing every week. 

program series called “Ask Anything” was later sched- 
uled make its debut September, 1957. This was 
consist direct meetings people from various walks 
life with prominent politicians, activists and officials. 
There has been further report it. 

Polish television concentrates particularly 
entertainment. About three-fourths Polish programs are 


broadcast live, from studios, theaters mobile units. Satiri- 


cal variety shows and, detective and crime 
stories are highly popular. Two of last summer's most suc- 
cessful presentations, highly lauded the press, were Girau- 
doux’s “Ondine” and Pirandello’s Beast and Virtue.” 
Programming September was keyed the nationwide 
observance the anniversary the Warsaw Uprising and 
devoted features about the Polish capital. 

Polityka, August 


enough new material for the voracious new medium. 


13, outlined the difficulties finding 
The 
article pointed out that the major theaters Poland stage 
six new plays year most, while television must prepare 
the same number during the course month. Satirical 
cabarets change their programs only once year, while tele- 
vision audiences demand change least once week. 
for movies, the viewers demand considerably more variety 
than can obtained the Polish market. 

The television corps has evidently had share the 
part played the press criticizing the Gomulka regime, 
and has also felt the impact subsequent regime-imposed 


counter-measures. According The New York Times, 


October 16, 1957, the Party cell the Warsaw television 
station was warned that would liquidated failed 
retract resolution attacking higher Party authorities. 


Hungary 


LEVISION PROGRESS was not far advanced Hungary 

when was completely disrupted the Revolt. Hun- 
garian scientists and engineers had been key contributors 
the establishment the theoretical principles television 
the 1920’s, and communications equipment has always 
been one Hungary’s major manufactured products. But 
working television did not materialize Hungary until 
1953, under Imre Nagy’s New Course. The first experimen- 
tal telecast took place January 1954, and early 1956 
television was functioning limited but regular basis and 
sets were placed the market. 

one-kilowatt trial television station Budapest began 
operation July 1956. East German technicians are cur- 
rently constructing 30-kilowatt transmitter Szechenyi 
Hill outside Budapest which will, according the regime 
press, constitute the most modern television transmitting 
station Europe (Nepakarat October 26, 
1957). This transmitter, together with permanent studio 


Wave the Future 


DEVELOPMENT RADIO PHYSICS will arrive 


stage when all the satellites sent into cosmic space will 
transmit not merely radio signals the observations carried 
out instruments board, but will able transmit 
directly television screens what the electronic eye the 
satellite sees. sending them along special wave car- 
riers, long-distance links unheard-of dimensions will 
possible. Thus, shall able [dial] Moscow and Lenin- 
grad telephone numbers directly here Novosibirsk [in 
Siberia]. These wave carriers will able transmit 
conversations simultaneously. They will also 
able transmit 100 television programs time. 
experimental link this kind between Moscow and 
Gorky will built next year.” (Dr. Yuri Borisovich Rumer, 
Radio Moscow, November 1957.) 

“Sputnik opens [a] prospect would like mention 
here. known, ultrashort waves [which are required 
for travel within the limits direct sight. The 
sight range our radio-TV aerials very small, within 
1000-1500 kilometers possible receive radio image 
range dozens times greater, range several thou- 
sand kilometers—that it, will possible raise the 
transmitters the Moscow center and broadcast 
area such the whole the European part Russia. 

sputnik, course, motion. But using several 
sputniks, may possible transmit radio and television 
programs and from sputniks. About years ago, Pro- 


fessor Shmakov advanced the idea raising apparatus 
aircraft and thus extending the transmitter’s radius. 
think that this connection sputnik opens considerably 
greater possibilities. 


Professor Manyeo, Radio 


Moscow, November 1957. 


Budapest, were scheduled into operation Janu- 
ary. Regional stations are planned for 1958 and 
Korishegy 1959. Radio Budapest, August 11, 1957, said 
that regular (non-experimental) television will presented 
only when the Budapest and stations are completed, 
and that only then could Hungarian participation the 
international plan television exchange considered. 
Last year plans were announced for setting relay stations 
1958 expedite reception foreign programs, mainly 
Austrian, Czechoslovak and Polish. 

contrast the backwardness its transmitting net- 
work, Hungary has developed what claimed highly 
advanced receiving set equal any foreign make. Muszaki 
Elet (Budapest), May 10, 1957, gave detailed account 
this set which manufactured the Orion electronics en- 
terprise. According this account the authorities deter- 
mined apply heavy investment and research the devel- 
opment completely up-to-date high-capacity set rather 
than developing simple, low-capacity set which would 
require little capital. The 501 set obviously designed 
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with the foreign market view. has tubes, and ca- 
pacity for channels. present there are only two chan- 
nels needed Hungary: one for the new permanent sta- 
tion, the other that the 1-kilowatt experimental station. 
production goal 5,000 sets was announced for 1957; 
the number percentage these destined for export was 
not revealed. (However, has been reported that Poland 
has placed order for 10,000 sets, which several thou- 
sand will delivered this year.) According Erdekes 
(Budapest), May 25, 1957, there are about 4,000 
privately owned sets Hungary. The Orion set sells for 
5,000 forint home. With additional cost 2,000 
forint for installation, this equivalent six months’ 
average salary. The regime has said that work under way 
developing cheaper, less elaborate set. 


Apathetic Audience 


STRIKING CONTRAST THE SITUATION Czechoslo- 

vakia and Poland, the Hungarian public appears apa- 
thetic toward television, evidently because poor recep- 
tion and programming. Nepszabadsag (Budapest), May 
16, 1957, wrote: seems, the Hungarian mar- 
ket still captured. The Hungarian public not 
aware the wonderful achievements our technology. 
instance, does not know that, despite all statements 
the contrary, the Hungarian television set one the 
best the world. They are not familiar with our outstand- 
ing newscasting installations, because they have not even 
seen what they can produce. other words have yet 
win the domestic 

the Revolt possession television set was 
privilege the small group Kadar regime 
obviously trying widen the circle television influence. 
Since the average man still cannot afford the high price 
television, the regime makes available group basis, 


Left, the Hungarian made television set, together with Hungarian 
radio and phonograph components. The caption points out that the 
whole ensemble not for sale, but may won the State lottery. 


Radio Televizio Ujsag (Budapest), November 1957 


Polar Reconnaissance 


RADIO broadcast, December 14, 


ROM 


1957, describing new methods polar air recon- 


naissance: “We are planning use transmissions 
television broadcasts with the help aircraft, suc- 
cessfully done during the [July-August 1957] Sixth 
World Youth Festival, for reconnaissance. 
transmitters will installed aircraft. Masters 
seagoing ships will 
screens placed the bridges their ships. With 
such all can 
simultaneously all ship-masters proceeding along 
the northern sea route.” 


ice 
conditions 


reconnaissance, observations 


providing worker and student organizations, House Cul- 
ture, factory clubs, etc., with sets. 

Movies form the bulk the general program fare 
Hungarian television; these are almost exclusively from the 
Soviet bloc. There are also variety shows, soccer games, 
children’s shows, and practical “talks” such subjects 
cattle breeding, etc. article self-styled “passive 
Andras Rajk, the June 24-30, 1957 issue 
Radio Ujsag (Budapest), strongly criticized Hungarian tel- 
evision programming. His general complaint was that the 
programs are dull and badly staged for visual presentation. 
criticized number programs terms their en- 
tertainment value. Particularly deplorable are “the long 
drawn-out lectures the various experts, otherwise in- 
teresting subjects. Those who want learn about in- 
tensive farming not have watch group five men 
talking dispiritedly, almost bored. Not the 


fact that there are very few receiving sets the country- 


to mention 
side and therefore the choice subject seems rather un- 

prime example political propaganda exploitation 
television the appearance redefector 
Miklos Szabo October 1957, press conference at- 


of 


was televised 


tended by Western correspondents. Szabo, an emigre Hun- 
garian politician, produced vitriolic attack the West’s 
alleged responsibility for the Hungarian Revolution. 


Bulgaria and Romania 


ISION 


negligible. Bulgaria has one experimental station located 
the Polytechnic Institute Sofia 
twice week. According Radio Sofia, December 28, 1956, 
the first permanent television station will built Sofia 
1958. The are also working receiver which 


FACILITIES BULGARIA and Romania are 


at 


scheduled into production 1958. present there 
are some 500 sets Bulgaria, almost all Sofia. Group- 
viewing the experimental programs the current practice. 

Despite the primitive stage development, Bulgaria 
eventual inclusion international system, 
Radio Sofia, 1956. 
ment radio-television exchange has already been con- 
cluded with the Soviet Union. 


according December agree- 


‘ 


Title: “The Inauguration the Big New Television Transmitter 
again Postponed.” Caption: “What wonderful moment! This 
the sixth anniversary the first time that promised it.” 


Nepszabadsag (Budapest), November 28, 1957 


Romania, the Bucharest station opened January 
1957, and telecast films three times week until May, 
when began live program transmission. Two weeks later 
the opening session the National Assembly was televised. 

Romania officially credited with approximately 500 
sets, but according some regime reports 2,000 sets have 
been imported from the Soviet Union and about half 
these have been sold. The price these sets has been 
reported approximately 4,500 lei ($750). 


Conclusion 


LEVISION THE SOVIET BLOC not yet the mass 

medium the West. Sets are still scarce and pro- 
hibitively costly for the average worker; and many parts 
the area are not covered television transmitters. How- 


ever, economic policy continues allow for expansion 


the announced rate, plans for the production sets 
and construction transmitters and cables are met, the 
Soviet bloc will have fairly comprehensive television 
system 1960. then, before, international hook-ups 
will technically feasible. However, problems program- 
ming, censorship and control, which have not yet been 
broached, will have solved both sides 
not vitiate the idea “contact and 
Communist television programming now appears de- 
liberately aimed building regular audience for 
television. The directors evidently recognize that they can- 
not create demand for television out the equivalent 
Pravda editorial. But there are indications that future 
policy could and may call for more political propa- 
gandistic use the medium. This will depend somewhat 
audience reaction, and the regimes’ sensitivity it. 
any rate, the Communists now clearly see, and soon will 
have, the use television tool for furthering 
policies—for good ill—both and out the Soviet bloc. 


Long Range Reception 


THE PAST MONTH, television shows originating 

Vladivostok have been received regularly 
polar workers the drifting scientific station North 
Pole The drifting station now north the Novo- 
sibirsk Islands. This means more than 2,800 
miles away from Vladivostok. course, regular re- 
ception telecasts over such distance quite 
phenomenon. The head the department geo- 
physics the Arctic Institute has suggested that 
the very high solar activity this year may explain the 
long-distance reception. believes the fact that 
and the North Pole station are now 
the same meridian [of may also partly ac- 
count for the phenomenon.” (Radio Moscow, No- 
vember 27, 1957. 


The Wild Blue Future 


ROMANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY orator stands before meeting giving 


praise the golden future Communism will bring. “The Party,” tells his 


shabby audience, arranging for immense, truly revolutionary upswing your 
standard living. Next year each you will have bicycle. The year after that 
each and every one you will get airplane.” 


elderly worker the crowd moved interrupt. “What God’s name,” 
asks, “am going with airplane?” 


“Idiot!” the speaker cries. When you get your own airplane you can fly 
Moscow and see you can buy some bread there.” 
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Anatomy 


Poverty 


The plight workers under Communism old story, 
but recent studies made Polish economists provide the 
first detailed analysis workers’ wages and budgets 
Communist country. The following article summarizes some 


this material. 


living conditions the city Lodz. “In many 
spheres the author wrote, “we are dropping lower 
and lower, and will difficult recover from this fall. 
But this just the reason for learning the truth. 


Lodz very difficult. 


... Life 
People are tired not only bad 
housing conditions and low wages, but also the scan- 
dalous state municipal transportation and bad work- 
ing conditions. When rains, workers are drenched 
water dripping from rotting factory Liter- 
ackie August 25. 

Only Poland was possible for Communist writer 
take such unblinking view the current scene and 
say simple words that the masses are poor. The revolt 
against years Stalinist hypocrisy began the end 1955, 
when official Communist spokesmen tried gloss over the 
rather dismal results the Six Year Plan. The plan, in- 
augurated 1950 with tremendous fanfare, had promised 
among other things raise the people’s standard living 
percent, but the alloted years ran out became 
clear the public that living standards had been sacrificed 
favor other goals. When the regime admitted that real 
wages had not risen percent but insisted never- 
theless that 26-27 percent rise had attained, 
storm protest followed. Zycie Literackie carried long 
description January 1956, the way people lived 
Cracow (see East Europe, April 1956). tale des- 
perate makeshifts, bad food, theft, embezzlement, bribery 
and prostitution. The reporter concluded that the govern- 
ment’s statistics bore little relation the actual state af- 
fairs. long the State Commission Economic Plan- 
ning accepts basis [for its only the rigid 
figures the analytical and statistical reports, without 
checking their accuracy, shall not able get out 
the magic circle figures and find way restoring 
healthy state affairs.” 


been 


front municipal retail shop: “What’s going here?” 
lady had vision that they were selling lemons.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), October 13, 1957 


more direct attack the “magic circle figures” ap- 
Warsaw) June 20, 1956, 
“Lets Look the Truth Straight the 
The writer estimated that the minimum cost liv- 


under the title: 

ing for one person was 548 zloty per month. Assuming that 

the average family consisted 3.15 persons, this meant that 


the head family should earn least 1,727 per 


month. The article pointed out that official statistics 
the wages employees State enterprises September 
1955 had shown that only percent the workers earned 
more than 1,500 zloty per month. “It fact that some 
employees not earn even 


quarter the minimum 


needs their families. Every day these citizens are con- 
fronted with the problem how live, and very often they 
find answer which conflicts with the Penal Code.” 

the drumfire criticism went on, the regime quietly 
shelved its earlier statement. The demonstration Poznan 
June 1956, when workers crowded the streets shouting 
for freedom and bread, made impossible pretend any 
longer that the standard living had risen. The question 
now was how far had fallen since 1949, and what could 
done raise it. The Party hastily revised its new Five 
Year Plan (1956-1960 
that was sincerely concerned. 


effort convince the country 
Premier Cyrankiewicz ad- 
mitted the Seventh Plenum the Party Central Com- 
mittee July 1956 that during the Six Year Plan con- 
siderable segment the workers did not feel rise earn- 
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One group photographs called “Everyday Warsaw,” cap- 


tioned: “In Prewar Workers’ Area.” 
and quoted text from Poland (Warsaw), No. 1957 
ings, and the situation some even deteriorated.” the 


same time First Secretary Ochab acknowledged the obvious 
fact that the 30 percent increase promised in the new plan 
would very little alleviate the people’s lot. 
“If the tremendous needs our people are taken into 
ccount, and the still low 
said that the raising this living standard the course 


standard living, then must 


the next five years percent does not represent any 
There still will much hunger 
and want 1960; there will still the very acute housing 


fundamental turning point. 


problem which today haunts like nightmare hundreds 


thousands families Poland and which the object 


Radio Warsaw, August 


our daily concern.” 


When Gomulka and his followers took control Poland 
October that year one their charges against the pre- 
vious regime was that had attempted deceive the peo- 
ple. Gomulka furiously told the Eighth Plenum the Party 
Central Committee that 
know all the truth, without any embellishments and omis- 


“the working people wanted 


The juggling with figures which indicated 
percent rise living standards during the Six Year Plan 
proved failure. only exasperated people more, and 
was necessary withdraw from the position taken poor 
statisticians.” refrained, however, from suggesting any 
alternative figure. The general consensus that Poland’s in- 


dustrialization had been carried the expense the 


people, 


and that the government’s most urgent task was 
reverse this equation, far outweighed the statistical niceties. 


How They Eat? 


possible for economists publish detailed studies the 
level which the Polish people live—a form research 
that had been suppressed during the Six Year Plan. 
February 1957 Stanislaw Akolinski published article 
which tried determine what cost maintain fam- 
ily four minimum level subsistence (Przeglad Zagad- 

Socjalnych |Warsaw His theoretical 
family consisted father, mother and two children—a 


February 1957 


The father was the only 
wage earner. The mother made most the family’s clothes, 
did her own laundry and took care the children herself. 
Akolinski estimated the food bill (allowing 11,040 calories 
daily for the family’s basic diet and adding extras such 
coffee, tea, candy, pastry, whiskey, beer and cigarettes) 

zloty per month. put expenditures for rent, utili- 


ties, clothing, transportation, 626 zloty per month.* 


Basic food 
Supplementary food ..... 57.05 
Housing, heat and 119.26 
Cleanliness and health... 65.30 
Clothing and shoes..... 345.14 
Study, education and culture........ 59.00 
2,016.75 


Akolinski’s estimates were based prices prevailing 
the fall 1956. survey made the government’s Main 
Statistical Office September 1956 more than two mil- 
lion workers industry, showed that more 
than percent them earned less than 2,016 
per month. More than half them earned less than 
1,200 zloty, and almost quarter them earned less than 
900 zloty (Biuletyn Statystyczny, April 1957). This, 
course, does not give accurate picture total family 
income. Another government survey made the first quar- 
ter 1957 shows that the average worker’s family has sub- 
stantial income from other sources. The survey, reported 
Trybuna Ludu June 13, analyzed the family budgets 
977 workers coal mining, iron and steel, machinery and 
textiles. the first three industries, which pay relatively 
high wages, the average worker’s income was less than 
three quarters his total family income. The additional 
income came from the earnings other members his 
family, from family allowances, pensions, etc. the case 
textile workers, whose average earnings were only per- 
cent the coal miners, the worker’s wage accounted for 
only half his family’s income. Thus, even though the av- 


The food expenditures, which represent percent the 
total budget, are probably above the minimum necessary for “sub- 
Akolinski based his food requirements study the 
nutritionist Paluch, Rational Nourishment Factory and Home, 
Warsaw, 1939. Another computation published Zycie Gospod- 
arcze (Warsaw), No. 12, 1956, estimated the cost minimum 
diet 320 zloty per month for one adult and 960 zloty for family 
two adults and two children. 


— 


erage textile worker earned only 1,124 his family in- 
come was 2,207 zloty. 


These were averages. Later the government published 
more detailed figures which showed that for many the 
families circumstances were much worse. For more than 


third the families, monthly income per capita was less 
than 600 zloty (as compared with Akolinski’s minimum 
504 zloty per capita). For more than tenth was less 
than 400 Families the latter group spent little 
200 zloty per capita each month food, compared 
with the 353 suggested Akolinski minimum. 
These figures led the economic journal Zycie 
September 29, 1957) comment that “in the four prob- 
ably most important branches industry 
the families live subsistence level 


one third 
conclusion.” 


The predicament looks even grimmer the per- 
spective time. Wages the first quarter 1957, when 
the study was made, were considerably 
than they had been during the Stalinist period. Official 
show that the average industrial wage rose 
percent between the first quarter 1956 and the same pe- 
riod year later (Biuletyn Statystyczny No. 
September 1957, 26). The cost living rose only slightly, 
thanks extraordinary measures taken the Gomulka 
regime stabilize the prices consumer goods. Thus 


large portion the promised 30-percent increase living 
standards had already been achieved the time the sur- 
vey described above, and the people were being warned not 
press for more the near future. October 1957 Go- 
mulka told his Party Central Committee that Poland’s eco- 
nomic situation was 


“Even before the 


ighth Plenum ‘October 1956 


the pay 


Incomes Working-Class Families 
1957 


Coal Machine Textile 
Mining Steel Industry Industry 


Number families 


251 143 265 318 


Average number 


Average 


Average monthly family 


Number families 


with per capita 


income of: 


over 1,000 zl .... 84 $] 60 68 


Source: First four lines from Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
June 13, 1957; distribution families from Zycie Gospod- 
arcze (Warsaw), No. 39, September 29, 1957. The 


two 
studies deal with the same material. 


Expenditures Working-Class Families 
Jan.-March 1957) 


Income Group and Coal Machine Textile 
Typeof Expenditure Mining Steel Industry 


Less than 400 per capita 


Food 204 224 206 215 
Other goods 71 63 64 68 
Services 


400-600 per capita 


Food 279 513 273 287 
Other goods 123 124 134 
Services 25 29 37 3] 


600-800 zl per capita 


Food 553 363 333 357 
Other goods 175 171 214 208 
Services 9 42 52 $7 
800-1000 zl per capita 
Food 393 t14 394 409 
Other goods 284 278 287 98 
Services $2 bb 61 61 
Over 1,000 per capita 
er goods 596 508 593 518 
Other good 
Services 79 83 11] 10 


Source: Zycie Gospodarcze (Warsaw), No. 39, Septem- 


( 
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considerable part the working class was raised. 
the Eighth 
the Eighth Plenum, when discussing the current eco- 


nomic situation, had said the following the subject 
wages: “We cannot now 


Plenum, additional raises were granted. 


afford any major pay raises since 
our resources have been stretched out much that they 
threaten break down; every further increase wages 
should linked inseparably increase production 
and reduction production costs.’ 

If, despite the continued strain our economic 
situation, further wage increases have been granted, this 
was because two factors affected the situation. First, the 
cancellation Poland’s considerable debts the Soviet 
Union and the granting new credits, well the re- 
duction investment and expenditure defense which 
freed considerable financial resources; and second, heavy 


pressure for further increase wages. The situation, 


therefore, did not improve.” (Trybuna Ludu, October 26. 


While there were more wage increases later in 1957, 
particularly after the transport strike Lodz August, 
most them went workers the lowest-paid industries 
and occupations. (he increases do not appear to have af- 
fected workers the four industries covered the govern- 
ment survey described earlier. Statistical summaries, 
course, convey only the bare bones reality. question- 
able whether the Polish worker more concerned with his 
wages than with the miserable conditions under which 
works, the jam-packed houses which lives, and the 


gray, monotonous future that stretches ahead him. 
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History Wages Poland 


POLITICAL SITUATION the Party and the coun- 

try cannot separated from the economic situation, 
and, put more precisely, from the living standards 
the working class and the working masses. The Six Year 
Plan period [1950-1955] was marked great investment 
the national economy. More than one-quarter the na- 
tional income, with the addition foreign credits, was 
allocated investment. The working class and working 
people both manual and intellectual categories were 
made tighten their belts the very last notch. This 
was accepted with reluctance but also with hope, since real 
wages were expected rise percent compared with 
1949 the end the Six Year Plan. 

“The collapse their dream closed the minds con- 

siderable part the working people the great economic 
achievements the Plan. The mistakes planning 
and the careless and unwarranted promises had the result 
that, instead bringing the workers and the working 
masses closer Socialism, the great investment effort pro- 
duced fairly widespread feeling disillusionment. 
compared with 1949, average monthly wages 1953 
bought less the following goods percent]: bacon, 
percent less; pork loin, 19.4; sausage, 23; ham, 39; veal, 37; 
beef, 40.3; butter, 26.6; fine ground barley, 14.5; semolina, 
18; sugar, 26; peas, 46; 20; potatoes, 35.4; and wheat 
bread, 16. One could buy only little more rye bread, 
3.8 percent; wheat flour, percent; and milk, 13.8 per- 
cent. compared with 1949, the average monthly 
wage bought less the following industrial goods [in per- 
worsted suiting (100 percent wool), percent less; 
worsted suiting (60 percent wool printed cotton, 
bed linen, cotton shirts, 3.6; coal, 32.6; kero- 
sene, 22: and enamel kitchenware, 13.8. 

“One could buy more the following goods, compared 
with 1949 [in silk dress material, 1.85 percent 
men’s suits (60 percent wool), 2.2; 


children’s shoes, 39; socks, 22.5: chairs, 43.6: glasses. 41.7: 


men’s shoes, 45: 


electric bulbs, 56.5; matches, 55.7; “Sport” cigarettes, 46.6; 
school exercise books, 66.1; newspapers, electricity, 
59.6; gas, 62; streetcar tickets, 107.6; railway tickets (sec- 
ond class, for 200 km.), cinema tickets, 
pairs, 66.9; and household soap, 16.6. 

“The figures above represent the economic factors which 


3.9: shoe re- 


have played considerable part shaping the sentiment 


the working masses. ‘Today must pay the accounts for 


Real Wages Again 


“The rise real wages [since 1955] can proved 
the following perceniages, showing how much more the 
average monthly earnings the majority those em- 
ployed during the first half 1957 will buy now com- 
pared with 1955: wheat bread, 25.7 percent more; high- 
quality rye bread, 25.8; wheat flour, 25.2; husked barley 

kasha), 25.9; semolina, 25.6; veal, beef, 24.3; pork, 

28.1; bacon, 61; boiled ham, 25.2; ordinary sausage, 
butter, nearly the same amount; rice, 61.8; sugar, 
beans, 90.6; milk, 21.5; eggs, 12; potatoes, 25.5. 


“In the field industrial goods the figures are: pure 
woolen materials for suit making, 29.4 percent more; ma- 
terial percent wool, 26.6: cretonne for ladies’ dresses, 
25.6: textiles used for bed linen, 31.0; silk dress 
30.2; men’s cotton shirts, men’s woolen suits made 
percent wool, 27.7; men’s socks, 26.2: men’s shoes, 
children’s shoes, 30; enamel pots, 25.4; glasses, 25.7; laun- 
dry soap, 25.7; electric bulbs, 25.5; men’s touring bicycles, 
20.9; hard coal, 28.6; kerosene, 25.8; matches, 25.7; gas, 
25.7; shoe repairs, 25.8; streetcar fares, 13.1; second class 
railway tickets (200 km.), 25.5: and cinema tickets, 25.6. 
comparison with 1955 one can buy less for the same 
wages only the following: newspapers, 53.3 percent less; 
school exercise books, 31.4; and bent wood furniture, 28.9. 

“Any economist capable reading figures must find 
this great rise wages such short time unprecedented, 
not only for our economy but also for any other country. 
This rise being felt every manual and white collar em- 
ployee’s family covered the rise, and particularly 
those whose earnings are lower than average, because these 
families spend most their household budget 
proving that considerable rise real wages took 
place during 1956 and 1957, not mean say that 
these wages are high. the contrary, for considerable 
percentage workers they continue too low. But 
today have the full right state that our words corre- 
spond our deeds.” 


From Gomulka’s speech the Tenth Party Plenum, 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), October 26, 1957. 


Very Damp Warsaw 


RETAIL SALES vodka [in Warsaw] have gone percent this year 
over last, and percent public eating places. The average Warsaw citizen 


women, children and the aged included 


spends zloty per month vodka, while 


spending only zloty month sugar, 125 zloty meats and fats, and zloty 


bread and other baked foodstuffs.” 


Trybuna Ludu Dec. 24-26, 1957.) 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 


Ideological Feud (Continued) 


The areawide campaign against revisionism has, re- 
cent often taken its chief targets unorthodox 
aspects the program the Polish Communist Party 
and attitudes Polish intellectuals. (For 
previous developments this family feud, see Europe, 
March 1958, pages vehemently have the Poles 
responded, however, that the Czechoslovak press and radio, 
had the vanguard the attacks, have 
apparently found politic moderate their language. 
The more restrained attitude was apparent March 
commentary over Radio Prague. After calling attention 
instances economic cooperation between the two 
the commentator dealt the feud the 
following terms: 


unorthodox 


which been 


countries, with 


“Western circles who dislike the cooperation among 
Socialist States often magnify differences between individ- 
ual countries the building Socialism. They have also 
magnified the discussions between the Czechoslovak and 
Polish press. This attitude springs partly from ill-will and 
partly from ignorance legitimate features the building 
Socialism 
certain differences methods. What important, how- 
ever, is the substance of their efforts and their goal, which 


various countries. These features include 


Poland remains Socialism. 


The mild tone this broadcast contrasted with one 
February which first revisionism and then Polish 
Communist Leszek Kolakowski 
nounced. The latter still favorite target the ortho- 


philosopher 


dox press. Moscow’s Pravda said him February 
“What Imre Nagy did Hungary practical politics, the 
kolakowskis are doing 

example angry Polish rebuttal Czecho- 
slovak attack appeared the January issue Prasa Polska 
(Warsaw). Commenting article the organ the 
(Prague), December 1957, which had stated that Polish 
journals had been “spreading revisionist Prasa 
Polska asked why examples revisionist writing had 
been given. The Polish periodical then added sarcastically 
that “the journals which one criticizes print should 
occasionally Polska also denied the Prague 
assertion that revisionists had been found 
leading positions the Polish Union and had 
been the 
Warsaw publication stated, adding that the Union was 
“democratic and self-governing 


There were only 


and its executives are 


“All right, you don’t like but what’s your program for 
Polityka (Warsaw), January 25, 1958 


In the 
same sarcastic vein Prasa Polska went hope that “this 


neither dismissed nor appointed, but elected.” 
does not betray concern for minor details democratic 
the 


slovaks with “failure understand many Polish problems, 


article also charged Czecho- 
above all our agrarian program, the issue the workers’ 
councils, and our conception internationalism based 
the principles equality and 

official Polish attempt remedy the “failure un- 
derstand” the part the Czechoslovak hierarchy was 
undertaken Zenon Kliszko, chief the organizational 
department the Polish Communist Central Com- 
Czechoslovak listeners heard Kliszko stress three features 


his country’s policy variance with realities the country 


mittee interview over Radio Prague, 


was visiting: the Gomulka agricultural program (which 


eschews forced collectivization the reduction Sunday 
the Czechoslovak regime continues 
shifts the the 


Polish workers’ councils (prohibited Czechoslovakia 


work the coal mines 


demand Sunday coal mines and 


Surface Smoothness 


attacks and counterattacks and 
the official 
pear 


Between the 
the ideological antagonists ap- 
make definite effort not allow the feuding 
result permanent breeches. Delegations, therefore, con- 
tinue come and between the countries “cement 


March Czechoslovak National Assembly Chair- 


man Fierlinger arrived Warsaw the head parlia- 


ties.” 


mentary delegation. visitors, who were received 


Party Secretary Gomulka, were remain the country 


‘ 


for two weeks. Similarly Romanian delegation from the 
gasoline and chemical industries came Poland Feb- 
ruary 21, also for two-week stay. 


Harsh Criticism Romanian Reality 


the very day the Romanian delegation’s arrival, 
Zye 


a 


Warszawy (Warsaw 


with 


which seems specialize 
intra-bloc rows, published what 
ably the most denunciatory Polish criticism Satellite 
country date. Shorn the superficial sugar-coating 
introductory comments, the criticism more revealing than 
most dispatches from Romania filed 


spondents 


“Without much effort number facts might found 
indicate the hard life these simple people 
still have to lead. These facts might, for instance, point 
out the megalomania and other errors perversions 
which have made more difficult obtain foodstuffs. 

“The press has really renounced its basic task: informa- 
tion. One gathers from the press that the country being 
built up, that stakhanovites are exceeding the production 
but nobody would gather that percent 
increase in the cost of railway tickets took place on De- 
cember 10. One would look in vain even for positive fea- 
tures, such the abolishment ‘yellow curtain’ shops 
the the fact that women may now obtain 
abortions in case of necessity, as in our own country. If 
one were to believe the press here, one could only con- 
clude that railway disasters, fires, arson and all other short- 
comings are the prerogative only the rotten West.” 


The 


orthodoxy was relatively restrained tone. January 


Bulgarian contribution the cause areawide 


Rabotnichesko Delo article deplored “some writers Po- 
land and Yugoslavia who declare quite cocky 
that Socialist realism aberration, remnant 
unpleasant past period which they have, thank God, rid 


Rude Pravo East Europe 


OFFICIAL newspaper the Czechoslovak Com- 


munist Party, Rude Pravo (Prague), January 


lenounced “American propagandizing revisionist 
Revisionism was labelled the 
“main danger” Communism the November Mos- 


this magazine. 


cow meetings the world Communist Parties.) 
monthly the Free Europe Committee,” stated Rude 
Pravo, “began publication News From Behind The 
Iron Curtain, but has retitled itself with the more 
serious-sounding name, East Europe.” Com- 
munist journal went follows: 


“This periodical very quick re-publish various 
revisionist articles, giving them the widest possible 
publicity. devotes much attention Czecho- 
slovakia, however, the magazine faces difficulties 
keeping its readers supplied with revisionist material 
that country]. Therefore must resort print- 
ing critical articles and cartoons from our press.” 


Sign above: “It not ordered peck here.” Sign below: “Nor 
here.” 
Polityka (Warsaw), February 1958 


The journal accused these unnamed writers 


Marxism and “Socialist realism.” 


Yugoslavia Still Involved 


Yugoslavia, which has frequently been attacked along 
with Poland, participated both the ideological feuding 
with the orthodox Communist States and the simul- 
taneous exchange “friendly” delegations. One the 
latter was Prague, January 27, sign cultural ex- 
change pact. But March Vice President Kardelj spoke 
angrily about the part few 
Borba 
March 9). This was reference recent Yugoslav 


people” other Soviet bloc countries 


Politburo letter which attacked internal privilege, favorit- 
ism and bureaucracy. said that the critics had 
“drawn monstrous conclusions” which stemmed from their 
own “ideological conservatism and narrow dogmatic 

Foreign Minister Koca Popovic dealt briefly with the 
unimproved relations his country and Albania 
speech March (Borba, March 10). Averring that 
Yugoslavia prepared discuss openly all questions 
common with other East European coun- 
tries, Popovic added, only exception Albania, with 
whom, through fault our own, relations have not yet 
become this occasion the Foreign Minister 
neither confirmed nor denied Reuters report three days 
previously that the Yugoslav charge had been 
arrested and detained for twelve hours during visit 


the Albanian harbor Valona. 


New International Communist Journal 


certain Communist and Workers’ 
met Prague, March 7-8, where they announced 
the planned publication 
“theoretical and information” journal 
March 11). the report which appeared 
the official organ the Czechoslovak Communist Party 


international monthly 


ALL THE OVERBLOWN rhetoric amity which 


MIDST 


marked the celebration the Soviet Army’s anni- 
versary February 23, small storm blew involving 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Soviet Marshal Ko- 
nev, which resulted ruffled feelings, muffled apologies 
and certain amount confusion. 


The fracas centered 
about article Marshal Konev which was printed 
various East European Communist Party newspapers: 
the leading Romanian Communist paper Scinteia Febru- 
ary 21, the leading Czechoslovak Party paper 
Pravo February 23, and the leading East German 
Party paper Neues Deutschland 
“an exclusive article” 


where was headlined 
the same date. Poland, cu- 
riously, the article appeared not the Communist press 
but Dziennik Ludowy, the Peasant Party daily, issue 
February 22-23. 

The Konev article was standard dithyramb praise 
Soviet might. One passage, however, ladled out recognition 
the activities the armies East European countries 
World War the Czechoslovak version, Yugoslavia 
was omitted from this list allies. 

Below the paragraph appeared the Czechoslo- 
vak version, compared with the paragraph its East Ger- 
man version. the Romanian and Polish publications 
the article the wording corresponds the Czechoslovak 
version, except that they include Yugoslavia the list 
allies. The modifications which the references 
lerite and “German Fascist disap- 
peared the German version perhaps added fuel the 
ire. 


“One cannot omit mention also the soldiers Poland, 
and Albania who fought heroically along- 
side the Soviet soldiers against the Hitlerite aggressors. 
the final phase the war, the armed forces Ro- 
mania and Bulgaria and military units and detachments 
Hungarian patriots joined the struggle against the Ger- 
man Fascist Pravo 
23, 1958.) 

“One cannot omit mention also the soldiers Poland, 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Albania who fought heroi- 
cally alongside the Soviet soldiers for the national inde- 
pendence their countries. the final phase the war, 
the armed forces Romania and Bulgaria and military 
units and detachments Hungarian patriots joined the 
struggle.” Neues Deutschland 


February 


Yugoslavs Protest Slur 


there was listing the nationalities represented the 
meeting, and there news which Parties will 
associated the publication. The Yugoslay Communists 
are known not have attended the Prague conference, 
and has been reported that the Polish Communists are 
opposed such journal. Usually reliable sources say 
those represented included the French, British and Indian 
Parties. 


The decision establish such newspaper was ratified 
the November meetings the world Communist Parties 


1958. 


The Yugoslavs replied this slur their Party 
Borba, March The editorial quoted the offending para- 
graph from the Czechoslovak publication, and went 

ignores the war national liberation 
the Yugoslav peoples and their contribution the com- 
mon victory over Fascism. Our people cannot understand 
such offensive attitude. The article Marshal 
surprises the more because appeared time when 
are longer accustomed such dealings with our 
national liberation war the fashion that was usual during 
the Stalinist period. One naturally asks oneself what the 
significance Marshal return practice that 
has been decisively condemned the Soviet leadership 
headed Khruschchev; had been solemnly em- 
phasized that this sort thing would never happen again. 
Such phenomena are direct contrast the proclaimed 
policy friendly collaboration the USSR with Socialist 
Yugoslavia. Having mind the grave consequences 
the international workers’ movement the damaging prac- 
tices of the Stalinist pe riod, we consider the question per- 
missible: whose profit ignore the well-known 
historical facts, offend such attitude the people 
Yugoslavia? 

“It not the first time the recent period that the par- 
ticipation and contribution Yugoslavia the struggle 
had 
however, the 
appearance Marshal Konev’s article which most dras- 
tic its and ignoring the 


tion.” (Borba March 1958 


against Fascism has been dealt with this way 


not considered it necessary to react, 


contnibu- 


particularly interesting that the Yugoslavs chose 
attack the Soviet Marshal for the slur, when they must have 
been aware that appeared only the Czechoslovak ver- 
sion. any rate, March Rude Pravo printed 
apology for what called “error the 
apology, however, was directed not the Yugoslavs, but 


Konev and its readers: the was specified, al- 


though the offending paragraph was reprinted, this time 
including mention Yugoslavia. 

The final voice the little drama was from Yugoslavia: 
March Borba stated that light the Czechoslovak 
the attack Marshal had 


| been “un- 


I/ 


in Moscow (lor details, see East Europe, December 1957, 
pages 31-32; January 1958, pages 43-44). The previous 
Communist international newspaper For Lasting Peace, 
For People’s Democracy!, ceased publication when the 


Cominform 


for which was the official organ—was dis- 


solved 1955. significant that the projected new 
periodical monthly, rather than weekly was the 
Cominform journal, and therefore less able impose 


Moscow-dictated line the flow events. 


Policies Toward Religion Vary 


Areawide divergences the official attitudes toward 


religion have recently become more pronounced, with the 
Hungarian regime now pursuing policy limited con- 
cession similar to—but less extensive than—that operating 
Poland. Meanwhile, the authorities the other Satellite 
although permitting 
reluctantly and indulge loud 


clerical propaganda campaigns. 


organized religion, 
and anti- 


Hungary the general policy struggle going between 
Party and the orthodox 
Stalinists appears the moment have crystallized its 
religious phase victory for Kadar. Having already tried 
and failed, during the ten vears the regime’s existence. 


boss faction 


first destroy the churches, then control them com- 
pletely, the authorities have now inaugurated the new tech- 
nique “incorporation.” accordance with this policy, 
efforts have been made induce high members the 
clergy participate more intensively the activities 
the State and the propaganda machinery. 


“Opus Movement 


replace the moribund puppet National Committee 
Priests for Peace the regime has set the puppet “Opus 
which, unlike the former organization fellow- 
traveling Catholic priests, embraces the laity well 
the clergy. The essential change represented the pres- 
ent situation that all priests and seminary students 
must participate the meetings; the past 
nearly percent the clergy and 80-90 percent the 
theology students were able avoid the movement. 
addition, bishops now must preside the various “Opus 
gatherings, while bishops never participated the 
meetings the Priests’ Peace Movement. 

gime has inaugurated milder policy toward the churches. 
Not only does hold bay the Stalinist extremists who 
would reimpose harsh measures against the faithful, but 
has modified its tone and its actions against some religious 
Two important Catholic clergymen, the Bishops 
Veszprem and Vac, who had been known close 
Cardinal Mindszenty and who have been under house ar- 
rest for their “uncooperative attitude” and their expressed 
disapproval the Priests for Peace movement, were re- 
stored their dioceses (Magyar Kurir, Feb- 
8). Similarly, the attacks the Cardinal himself 
have recently become far milder and far less frequent. 

Another new feature the policy “incorporation” 
the defense the right religion. 
March 


leaders. 


ruary 


article the 


issue Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) denies that 


most believers are and goes say that 
possible build Socialism without having disown one’s 
religious This article was written Richard 
Horvath who, head the Priests for Peace movement, 
was denied the right administer the sacraments Jan- 
uary 1957. Along with two other Catholic clergymen, 
Nicholas Beresztoczy and Janos Mate, Horvath was ex- 
communicated Vatican decree March 10. They had 
been warned last September the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, that this action would 
unless they ceased political activity. 

The general attitude the regime toward religion was 
outlined February Nepszabadsag Budapest), the 
official Party organ, the following terms: 


“It quite justified and correct that, for instance, 
parish priest, such the one Verpelet, should announce 
that peace constitutes the greatest blessing for mankind 
and declare that supports cooperation between State 
and Church because this the road prosperity. This 
priest condemned the counterrevolution because augured 
ill for our people. has supported the ef- 
forts restore order, and his parishioners have heeded 
his advice. must respect and appreciate priests and 
believers of this kind. 

‘But when this priest preaches about the happiness 
life beyond the grave and attributes successes achieved 
our people the mercy God, say him, ‘this 
other views and attribute these facts other principles. 

“We must show patience toward believers, even they 
are Party members. We could not possibly sav that com- 


The Volunteers 


UNINTENTIONALLY grim words 


were part editorial Pravda, 
broadcast over Radio Moscow, February 22, discuss- 
ing young people from the Ukraine who “volun- 
teered” to work in the coal deposits of the Donbas, 
the East the Ukraine: 


“Thirty thousand volunteers went the Donets 


steppes. was not easy for the mine 
The con- 
struction the pits was started 


autumn 


builders achieve labor victory. 


weather conditions and 


continued during 


the cold winter. was necessary overcome the 


whims nature and acquire new skills. There 


was shortage accommodations and the people 


were housed Yet the difficulties did not 
stop the young patriots. The thought that they 
were standing the front ranks the struggle for 
Communism warmed their hearts and inspired them 


self-denying labor.” 


The editorial went mention other such 


from the Soviet Party youth organization, 
Komsomol. These included 15,000 “young patriots” 
work the Severny Donets-Donbas Canal and 
the Novo-Krivoi Rog Ore Dressing Combine, and 
300,000 for work stockbreeding farms. 


22 


rade so-and-so can longer remain among because 


has not vet broken with religion. the other hand 
can show tolerance responsible activists. The 


Party apparatus must consist 


New Concessions Poland 


Two major requests made the Catholic Church 
recently been granted the regime. reported Radio 
Warsaw, February 17, the Church has received permission 
send priests Rome for extended study. priests have 
already been selected, and some these have already left. 
The same broadcast stated that 700 pieces treasure 
stolen the Germans during the war will restored 
the Church. The treasures were returned the country 
more than ten ago, but were kept, regime order, 
the former palace Wawel Cracow. 

However, there has been indication that any definite 
agreement has been reached yet the ultimate con- 
trol the distribution charitable gifts from abroad. This 
the chief bone contention between State and 
involves Caritas, the charity organization which was re- 
moved from Church control 1949. The return Caritas 
permission create similar organization the present 
goal the Catholic authorities. 


Clash Reported Over Burial 


clash between the militia and parishoners the town 
Zuromin (Radio Warsaw, February 20) has stirred 
considerable fuss the Polish press. The trouble oc- 
curred when the local priest, octogenarian, urged his 
followers prevent the burial the town’s Communist 


international group actresses the 1957 International Film Festival Karlovy Vary, 
from left right: French, Argentine, Romanian, Israeli, Czechoslovak, and East German. 


‘zechoslovakia. The young women are, 


Czechoslovak Trade Unions (Prague), December 1957 


mayor consecrated ground. According the report, 


“hooligans” sought prevent the interment the cem- 


and was necessary summon the militia. 
persons were arrested, including the assistant the priest. 
mayor was duly buried and peace restored. The press 
has excoriated the “hooligans” and asked 


for greater tolerance from both Church and Party 


Other Countries Resist Change 


The Bulgarian, Czechoslovak and 
have not adopted the 


Romanian regimes 
attitude 
ligion. Indeed there has been noticeable intensification 
anti-religious propaganda Bulgaria. February 
the Party organ, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), reproached 
Communist activists for the task dif- 


advocated increased “Socialist for celebrations 
such weddings and birthdays and intensive fes- 
tivities” the anniversaries agricultural collectives and 
State enterprises. The article recommended, however, that 
“the feelings believers should not 
zealous “because this could con- 
There 
also caution against Party members being believers. 
this score Balkansko Zname (Gabrovo), January tells 
Communist and his wife who baptized their children 


and this act were expelled from the Party, because the 


cult religion incompatible with Communist 

The unchanging attitude the Czechoslovak regime 
toward religion typified February Prace 
article which spoke darkly 


Prague 


and vaguely—about 


ican espionage service,” and February editorial 
Noviny the organ the Educational 
Employees’ Union. the latter publication, teacher who 


had written ask she had been right not urging 
another teacher marry civil rather than church cere- 
mony, was told that she had been quite wrong. Teachers, 


the article stated, should above “religious superstition.” 


Red Army Honored 


Areawide celebrations the Red Army’s 40th Anni- 
versary ranged from the tragic the ironic. The most 
tragic, course, was the spectacle Budapest, where 


regime officials hailed the Soviet intervention which crushed 
the Freedom Fighters October 1956. Defense Minister 
Geza Revesz spoke over Radio Budapest, February 22, 
the “deep friendship between Hungarian and Soviet sol- 
Politburo member Gyula Kallai called the relation- 
ship between the two countries 


Dobi reviewed 


guarantee indepen- 
February 
the “enormous accruing Hun- 
“brotherhood” with the USSR. 


whether intended or not 


de nce 


President Istvan 


gary from its 
The 


Radio Warsaw, February 


irony was provided ovel 


Minister Defense Mar- 
poke the Eighth Plenum the Party 
Central Committee, October 1956, which had one its 
the considerable de-Sovietization the Polish 
Army and the expulsion from Polish service many Soviet 
officers 


ian Spychalski 
main results 


Naturally enough under the circumstances, Spy- 
chalski did not mention this aspect the Plenum. 
stated that had “strengthened the comradeship arms 
between our forces and the Soviet Army.” 


Travel and Out the Area 


Delegations were the move within and without the 
area during the 


high officials was that 


the close of winter season. The longest 


journey Romanian 
Stoica who, along with Deputy 


Premier Bodnaras and 


The Still the Night 


ONLY ALCOHOLISM considerable problem 
Poland, 


as elsewhere in the area, but the de- 
leterious effects heavy drinking are frequently com- 
pounded the use 
Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw 
the problem: 


murderous home-brew 


February 12, discussed 


“The typically agricultural provinces, Lublin and 
Bialystok, hold first place the per capita produc- 
tion 


shine’ competes seriously with hard liquors produced 
the Polish State Monopoly and sometimes even 
ousts them from the market entirely. 
permanent injury health caused drinking 
shine’ are means inconsiderable; the cases 


Deaths and 


serious poisoning caused the ‘moonshine’ madness 


reach the hundreds: much could written about the 


cases 


Foreign Minister Bunaciu, 
the Far East, covering 
Korea, 


set out March for trip 
India, China, Vietnam, North 


and Ceylon. 
covered 


This much the same 
delegation led Premier Siroky. 


year 


Another far-ranging delegation consisted representa- 
tives Yugoslavia’s two million Moslems who left 
February for six-week tour the Arab countries. 


was the first such visit Yugoslav Moslems since the war. 

There was also considerable traveling within the area. 
trade agreement between Bulgaria and 
Czechoslovakia was signed Prague February 27. The 
fact that the Bulgarian delegation included not only the 
Minister Trade Boris Taskov, but 
Zhivkov and Premier suggests that the higher of- 


ficials may also have been concerned, among other things, 


also 


with preliminary conferences the international Com- 


munist newspaper (see above 


Poland 
Plenum Sets Economic Policy 


policy less inflation and more austerity was charted 
for Poland the Eleventh Plenum the Party Central 
Committee, held Feb. Mar. The policy was ap- 
proved only after fight between the majority the Cen- 
tral Committee supporting First Secretary Gomulka and 
minority led Wiktor Klosiewicz, ending 
the explusion Klosiewicz from the Committee. was 
the third plenary meeting since Wladyslaw 
First Secretary October 1956, and wrestled 
with some Poland’s economic problems which had been 
left unsettled during Gomulka’s struggle for the acceptance 
his political position. 


came 


The economic problems were canvassed three-hour 
report Stefan Jedrychowski, Chairman the Planning 
Commission the Council Trybuna Ludu 
the substance which was en- 
dorsed Central Committee resolution. laid major 
emphasis the need increase labor productivity, which 
said had been almost stagnant 1957. stressed 
that further wage increases would have matched 
increases productivity. Poland’s only hope, said, lay 
long-run program industrialization which would 
provide employment for its rising population and lift the 
country out its backwardness. Attempts raise living 
standards the cost necessary investment would mean 
sacrificing Poland’s future. 


Ministers 
February 


Although the money income 
the working population had risen substantially since 
1956, part the increase had been lost higher prices, 
and the country had avoided serious inflation only par- 
ing investments and drawing foreign credit. Moreover, 
the increases money income had not been planned: 
wages had risen more than the allotted amount, peasants 
had garnered more than their share not fulfilling their 
complusory delivery quotas and failing pay all their 
taxes, and various individuals and groups had made money 
illegally theft and black 
ularly small-scale private industry. 


= 
| 
= 


The Employment Problem 


One the most important tasks facing the Party, said 
Jedrychowski, was reduce surplus employment the 
factories. One reason why Poland’s productivity was low, 
even many establishments with modern equipment, was 
that the number workers was often far excess tech- 
nical requirements. complained how untypical was the 
case seven machine-building establishments which had 
been able raise their total production 24.6 percent with 
only 7.8 percent increase their labor force. said 
that the cement industry surplus workers amounted 
between and percent the labor force, and com- 
pared Polish cement production, requiring 4.2 man-hours 
per ton, with that West which used only 
3.5. estimated that the province Bydgoszcz the 
percent the total employment. (Other estimates pub- 


Germany 


lished during the recent press campaign this subject 
ranged high percent the national industrial 
working force.) His discussion overemployment was 
essence admission that the Communists have solved the 
problem industrial unemployment only bringing 
into the factories. However, argued that was basically 
organizational problem, pointing out that overemploy- 
ment some industries was accompanied lack 
manpower others, and that was question trans- 
ferring surplus hands places where they were needed, 
such building, 
cial estimates placed the number employees who are 


agriculture, trades and services. 


dismissed from their present positions the hundreds 
thousands.) the same time, Jedrychowski admitted 


that unemployment existed certain localities among 


NIA 


PANSTW OBILTE PLAMEM 
Za wh 00 VELAOY 
wae caw 
] NE 


Polish map illustrating the Rapacki Plan for disarma- 


ment Central Europe. Poland, Czechoslovakia and West and 
East Germany, shown blank, would affected the Plan. Hori- 
zontal lines mark NATO countries, oblique lines mark Warsaw 
Pact countries, vertical lines mark “neutral” countries. 

Map from Przeciw (Warsaw), January 26, 1958 


people who were unwilling or unable to move to areas, 


such the Western Territories, where they were needed. 


Pensioners Released 


soften the impact the dismissals, Jedrychowski 
to a 
Min- 
compared the average 


Jedrychowski said that the 


announced increase pensions, starting 
minimum 500 zloty per month for retired workers 


imum now 200-260 


> my 


purpose the increase—to given full only pen- 


sioners who did not enable the recipients 


forced 


subsist without seeking regular employment stated 
that the had 


150,000 pensioners to take jobs. 


present low level pensions about 


Two other manpower problems also required atten 
The high 
peak the third quarter 1957 


said. of absenteeism—which reac 


1 


showed that sick leave 


was being widely abused. 1957 the number hours 
lost per worker industry was 244, compared with 210 
1955, and total payments for sick leave rose per- 
cent. proposed limiting the funds available for this 
purpose the average the period 
1957, with the requirement that payments 
limit deducted from the enterprises’ fixed wage fund 
Anothet important proble m was the raising ot yvoung work- 


ers’ vocational qualific ations, which he described as being, 


the majority cases, very low. 


Rents Raised 


The planning official reviewed dire housing sit- 


uation and pointed out that even 1960, according the 


economic plan, the country would have only one room 


1.7 inhabitants. To Spe ed house building above the plann d 


rate, changes are introduced the present system 
organization, planning and financing encourage 
more building municipal authorities, factories, coopera- 
His 
proposal was increase the cost apartments draw 
Ludu, March de- 
will required 


ot 


tives and private individuals, said most radical 


more capital into building 


new tel 


tailed the projected changes: 


80 to | 


make deposits their apartments ranging from 


per square meter space, with maximum total 


two months’ wages. People with more than 22.5 square me- 
ters living space will pay six zloty rent for every 
square meter excess People engaged private 


business will face steep rent increase their living quar- 


ters: six zloty per square meter space 


& 
pared with present rents averaging considerably less than 
State 


million zloty from deposits 1958 


co 


a 


de- 


one square meter. expects raise 


| he money 


trom 


posits and higher rents will used for renovation and 


new building. 

his wide-ranging speech Jedrychowski covered va- 
riety subjects, from the performance Poland’s economy 
the problems the future. 
State ind 


during the past vear to 
istry 
but 
bears structural resem- 


touched the large-scale reorganization 


unde! 


which discussion for many 


has not vet gone into effect. 
to the 


see page +9 


blance current reorganization Czechosolovakia 


involves decentralization administra- 


tion, 


tive control and the liquidation the central boards 
the Ministries, with more autonomy granted individual 
enterprises within the framework the State plan. the 
same time, the existing enterprises are amalgamated 
into larger units the basis industry, geographical loca- 
the building 
where the reorganization scheme has been worked 


out final form 


tion the vertical flow production. 
the enterprises will be allowed to do 
their own planning the basis contracts made with 
investors, under State supervision. 


The Stalinists Rebel; Klosiewicz Demoted 


When the Central Committee came vote the Polit- 
proposals there was sharp protest from segment 
representing the pro-Soviet opposition Gomulka. This 
faction” and 
generally labelled Stalinist, advocates return the poli- 


opposition, formerly known the 


cies that prevailed before Gomulka won ascendancy Oc- 
tober, 1956. Led Wiktor Klosiewicz, former chairman 
the Council Trade Unions, the group challenged 
Gomulka the economic program Jedrychowski had pre- 
sented. According unofficial reports, Klosiewicz charged 
that the program ran counter the interests the work- 
ing class, that the proposals dismiss superfluous workers, 
raise rents and limit sick leave allowances were designed 
make the workers bear the brunt Poland’s 
difficulties. Klosiewicz was also reported have attacked 
Gomulka the question Polish-Soviet relations and 
his attitude during the Moscow discussions last Novem- 
ber, when Poland signed twelve-nation declaration 
Socialist States” 


forcing amendments the original draft. 


apparently 

The conflict the Central Committee ended with the 
expulsion Klosiewicz from the Committee and repri- 
mand and warning him for undermining Party unity. 
Later, March was announced that Klosiewicz had 
been relieved his government post Deputy Minister 
Labor and Social Welfare. The Central Committee’s state- 
ment Klosiewicz was terse, and the Party press was 
allowed supply the justification for his dismissal. 
buna Ludu said March 


ninth plenum, accordance with the principles 
democratic centralism, decisively condemned every ac- 
Furthermore, 
the tenth plenum again gave prominence the problem 
the unity and consolidation Party ranks. Neverthe- 
less, Comrade Klosiewicz not for the first time, that 

-has attacked the political line of the Party. He directed 
his speech the plenum against the basic political line 


the 


undermining the the Party. 


Party and its leadership, and against the new 
policy which has gained for itself the appreciation and 
rt of the people's MASSES, 


complete lack of a sense of responsibility and 


problems, 


took attitude empty negation toward measures in- 
dispensable the development the country. Such 
attitude and such activity disqualify Comrade Klosiewicz 
member the Central Committee our Party. 

“The decision the eleventh plenum exclude Com- 
rade Klosiewicz from membership the Central Commit- 
tee, and the issuance admonition and warning 


Her 


a 


The first space satellite passenger the apparatus which now car- 
ries her body orbit about the earth. One the few pictures re- 
leased the apparatus. 


Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), January 25, 1958 


him, warning all those who would try retard our 
Party and sow chaos the ranks our Party, un- 
dermine its unity and thus paralyze its ability act.” 


Second Stalinist Dismissed 


that “during 
plenary meeting the Party’s Central Audit Committee the 
members resolved unanimously dismiss Stefan Matuszew- 
ski chairman that committee and from its presidium. 
Stanislaw Stachacz was elected succeed 

dismissal, following that Klosiewicz. 
was apparently further step Gomulka weaken the 
influence the group. Matuszewski had been 
deputy member the Politiburo during the years 1948- 
1954, although never popular influential 
Party. Chairmanship the Central Audit Committee 
minor political importance the Party. 


Radio Warsaw reported March 


Moscow Declaration 

The eleventh plenary session the Party Central Com- 
mittee passed resolution dealing with the Moscow Con- 
ference last November Ludu, March 2). This 
Conference had produced the “Socialist Commonwealth” 
Declaration which, was reported, had been signed the 
Poles only after they succeeded obtaining certain changes, 
presumably increasing the emphasis national independ- 
ence. The language the Central Committee resolution 
was somewhat cool, contrast the usual enthusiastic 
wording such pronouncements: Central Commit- 
tee accepts the declaration the Parties twelve Social- 
ist countries and the peace manifesto Communist and 
Workers’ Parties adopted the Moscow Conference, which 
are great value the strengthening the solidarity 
Socialist countries and the unity action the Commu- 
nist and Workers’ Parties the struggle for peace and So- 
cialism. also approves the attitude the Polish delegation 
the conference being fully agreement with the 


& \ 
IF 


political line the Party.” 

The specific “approval” the Polish delegation’s 
tude” was obviously answer the attacks Gomulka’s 
representatives for being anti-Soviet, made Wiktor 
Klosiewicz (see above). 


Party Ending 


Further information the number those expelled 
crossed off the Party rolls during the current “verification” 
campaign was given over Radio Warsaw, February 25. 
According the broadcast, 20,890 had been expelled and 
129,895 crossed off, February 15. Figures released 
the Party Central Committee December 1957 showed 
membership 1,266,534. With some percent the 
Party still “unverified,” may estimated that the end 
the campaign the Party will number approximately 
1,000,000. 

The verification campaign was launched the Tenth 
Plenum the Party Central Committee (October 1957 
and was originally intended hit hardest the liberal 
“revisionist” faction with attention also devoted 
purging the Stalinist “dogmatic” wing and 
elements. The results have been heightening 
Party disunity and wave attacks and counter- 
attacks the various branches. 

Along with this disconcerting state affairs, the Party 
has recently admitted its continuing unhappiness with the 
political situation the countryside. The Communist 
theoretical journal, Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), February 
1958, stated that “the influence the Party the country- 
side weak.” Using the province Lublin example, 
the publication pointed total only 19,000 peasants 
the 44,000-man Party organization. According Nowe 
Drogt, 44.2 percent the villages have Party branches 
all. The journal also expressed its dissatisfaction with 
Communist activists the province, characterizing them 
“incapable explaining our policy fighting against 
hostile propaganda.” These Party members, the magazine 
stated, “feel need talk with non-Party people 
not understand the October turning-point Gomulka’s 
rise power] and have inferiority to- 
ward the non-Communist environment. 


Party Pressures Rural Youth Union 


The First Congress the Rural Youth Union (ZMW 
February 26-28, was distinguished the verbal efforts 
its Communist Party boss Gomulka—to 
persuade the organization greater subservience the 
Party. The 120,000-member ZMW, organized 7,000 
rural groups circles, eclipses some 30,000 persons the 
enlistment the more publicized Communist youth group 
(ZMS), although falls far below the two million-plus 
membership the quasi-compulsory, Stalinist ZMP, dis- 
banded 1957 one the more popular moves the 
Gomulka regime. Nevertheless, was this same generally 
discredited ZMP which the Party chief chose defend 
his address the gathering (Trybuna Ludu 
February 
Gomulka may have been motivated the prevailing 


Party mood distrust the non-Communist peasantry, 
which was also voiced September, during the Seventh 
Plenum the United Peasant Party. any rate his speech 
and the entire proceedings the Congress underlined the 


fear that the manifestations independence 
the countryside may approaching point where they 
will too powerful for the regime control. could also 
inferred that Gomulka’s strikingly orthodox approach 


Unemployment 
Under Communism? 


ABSENTEEISM factories has been 
one the most publicized complaints the Gomulka 
regime. Last summer reports from Warsaw disclosed that 


some factories many percent the personnel 
failed show for work, and some observers predicted 
that this lack discipline would wreak havoc the coun- 
try’s industrial production. But instead declining, pro- 
duction rose. year’s end the government reported that 
total output was nine percent above the previous year’s 
level. 

The paradox had obvious explanation: one found 
traditional Marxist handbooks under the heading 
tradictions Capitalism.” There were evidently too many 
workers the factories, but instead turning the surplus 
manpower into the streets Poland kept idling the 
bench. The leading economic weekly 
editorialized January that the large 
reserves workers industrial establishments seems 
undeniable. 
paper 


Gos podarcze 


“existence of 


Estimates vary from The 


the 


efficiency the Polish economy and one that would require 


situation dangerous 


“many very painful correct. went 


attack those who regarded the phenomenon “normal” 


under Socialism, profitable.” 


new 


framework’ has arisen 


conception employment ‘within the State 


namely that, although surplus 
employment not profitable particular enterprise, 
profitable within the State framework. 


the propounders this theory maintain—there not, and 


cannot be, unemployment. Thus everything must done 


prevent it. better have 


EXCESS emplovm nt in 


the enterprise than unemployed outside the gat 


The editorial inveighed against featherbedding Polish 
factories and the difficulties management found dismis- 
sing even the most useless workers. suggested that these 
obstructions technical might make further in- 


dustrial progress impossible. problem, therefore, con- 


has 
always been this way. The machine used displace people 
temporarily. 


sists the conflict between man and the machine 


This happened under capitalism and 
happens now our country. 


Socialism does not liqui- 
date the conflict between man and the mac hine; it ch inges 


the character this conflict and the ways solving 
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the ZMW may have been tactic disarm his Stalinist 
opposition before the Plenum the Party Central 
Committee (see above 

Before launching into his defense the Stalinist ZMP, 
the Party chief called for the “complete liquidation all 
the still perceptible party differences within your organi- 
went say that the fact that the ZMW 
self-governing organization” did not mean that the 
“principle the leading role the Communist Party 
not applicable it.” His direct defense the 


le 


“There has been much correct, but even more incorrect 
criticism the Many ZMP activists who called 
for its dissolution did the conviction that the name 
ZMP, had been compromised among the youth. This 
not true. fact only the opponents Socialism, through 
their unfounded attacks, tried compromise that organi- 
Despite the faults the ZMP, its members 


can proud their former allegiance that organiza- 


zauon. 


tion.” 


Collectivization Forecast 


Although the regime has abandoned the policy forced 
collectivization agriculture, Gomulka put himself rec- 
ord favoring collectivization goal the present 
generation. “The decisive step the collective organiza- 
tion all agricultural production,” said, taken 
the present generation rural youth.” 

During the Congress, speakers also complained about the 
activities the “Wici,” the prewar rural 
youth movement which, apparently, still makes its influ- 
ence felt, the detriment contemporary Communist and 
ZMW was also pointed out the meeting 
that there are only 900 members the ZMW “insti- 
tutions higher (Radio Warsaw, February 

Some perspective the membership ZMW was pro- 
vided Trybuna Ludu editorial February 25, which 
congratulated the organization helping “rejuvenate” 
the vouth movement, but reminded that its 120,000 mem- 
bership was, nevertheless, small number, considering 
that there are approximately million peasant youth” 


remnants 


organizers. 


the country. 


Rapacki Plan Amplified 


new maneuver furtherance the Rapacki Plan 
for mid-European atomic disarmament took place Feb- 
ruary 14, when the Polish Foreign Minister sent memo- 
randum the heads foreign missions Warsaw. The 
key items this memorandum amplified the original pro- 
posal, made the UN, October 1957, which called 

for ban the manufacture and stockpiling 
nuclear weapons West and East Germany, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. 


merely 


(For discussion the Plan, see page 
4.) Chief among the amplifications were the following: 

The nuclear powers would pledge never use nu- 
clear weapons against the territory the “de-atomized” 
zone. 

Adherence the Plan should accomplished 
unilateral pledges. (This would avoid the necessity the 
Western governments recognizing East Germany sov- 


ereign State during the negotiations. 

control compliance with the pledges, wide and 
effective aerial and ground control system should estab- 
lished which neutral countries could participate. 

Included the memorandum was statement that the 
establishment the zone would 
the reaching agreement adequate reduction 
conventional armaments and armed 
tioned the territory the States included the zone.” 


foreign 


West's Response Negative 


has been the case since the Plan was first advanced, 
Communist bloc support was enthusiastic, Western gov- 
ernmental reaction negative. the contention the 
West that the proposal—at least advocated the Soviet 
Union—would result withdrawal forces the 
periphery Europe and still-birth West German re- 
armament, thus providing death-blow the defense 
potentiality NATO. 

The Polish espousal the Plan, however, considered 
many observers only secondarily concerned with 
the future NATO. The Poles undoubtedly not want 
Soviet missile bases, and the inevitable increase USSR 
troops their territory, which would follow the establish- 
ment similar bases West Germany. Another motive 
the economic one, set forth the March 
Slowo Powszechne (Warsaw 


9: 
issue 


“What will happen when are forced rearm again? 
Bases for atomic weapons cost more than can afford, 
yet cannot remain unarmed when atomic weapons are 
stationed opposite us. would huge burden the 
Polish economy, every Pole, the Rapacki Plan re- 
jected.” 


Controversy over West Germany 


article which minimized the threat West Germany 
caused considerable discussion recently the Polish press. 
Appearing the organ the Catholic Episcopate, 
Tygodnik Powszechny (Warsaw), January 26, the re- 
port visit the German Federal Republic Leopold 
Tyrmand emphasized the anti-militaristic feelings young 
Germans. According the author, West German youth 
spoke him follows: 


quer anything. work few other people the world 


work, and that enough for 


Tyrmand wrote that the older generation Germans 
was divided, some sharing the views the young, some 
retaining expansionist hopes. “But how can they oppose 
that frighteningly just and simple philosophy?” 
asked Tyrmand, and then, ridiculing such possibility, 
continued, “With march Szczecin and Wroclaw 
Strasburg and Metz German German-occupied 
such suggestion, the author said, “youth 
makes the characteristic gesture circling finger the 
head.” 

Tyrmand conceded the presence “former Hitlerite 


and 


soldiers” whose 


thought, remained unchanged. But these were aging men, 
said, “and their social-political significance shrinks with 
each passing day.” 

Answers this article appeared the same paper and 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw). The Tygodnik Powszechny re- 
joinder, February 23, “agreed with Tyrmand that the 
German economic miracle first all the result the 
work, initiative, economic ability, inventiveness and talent 
the Germans.” The article stated, however, that “these 
undeniable talents not exclude the possibility the 
mand’s views were then likened “fairy tales.” 

The “fairy tale” description was also applied Glos 
Pracy February 27. article wishful think- 
ing,” said the journal, “although would like things 


Tyr- 


Glos Pracy continued: 


“We have good memory. are distrustful. 
our blood, memory and experience. thousand years 
history teach that Polish policy regarding the Ger- 
man problem ought wary and cautious. shall 
never forget what experience teaches, but must not fall 
into the errors chauvinism. When forming opinion 
Germany, important whether one was there thirty 
years ago last year. was there not long ago, and 
impressions are similar those Tyrmand. 

“The Army not fearsome, because 
for the first time unable defend the boundaries 


the country. also untrue that the Germans look upon 
Slavs with contempt 


West Germany 


nevertheless the present void 


Caption: “Festival press the Soviet bloc con- 
tinues sneer American missile failures. 


Ludas Matyi Budapest), February 20, 1958 


VAY Vd J 


idealism the West German can 


military ideals. Moods may 


filled with 


“We should not fear possible military conquest. This 
unreal. the other hand, the West German drive for 
economic supremacy Europe real.” 


1957 Plan Fulfillment 


Industrial production rose 9.6 percent 1957, and agri- 
cultural production about percent, according the an- 
nual report the Central Statistical Office (Trybuna Ludu 
February 15). National income amounted 
276 billion zloty, 7.5 percent more than 1956. Con- 
sumer goods production rose more than the production 
capital goods: percent against 9.2 percent. The re- 
port stated that while the plan was overfulfilled for many 
industrial products, there were lags the output brown 
coal, iron ore, copper ore, crude steel, electric locomotives, 
freight cars, sulfuric acid and bricks. 

The following production figures for specific items were 
given (percentage increases over 1956 parentheses 
electric power, 21,155 million kwh (8.5) hard coal, 94,096 
thousand tons crude oil, 180.6 thousand tons 

minus 


minus 1.1 


1.7); coke, 10,897 thousand tons (3.7); crude 
steel, 5,304 thousand tons (5.8); rolled steel, 3,580 thou- 
sand tons (8.2); agricultural machines and implements 


1,387 million zloty value (13.2 
minus automobiles and parts, 10,248 units 
trucks parts, 11,568 units (minus 10.1 
ships, 147.5 thousand deadweight tons (23.1) motorcycles, 
62.193 12.4); sets, 
thousand (29.6 
3.6) calcined soda, 
135.4 thousand 
nitrogenous fertilizers, 200.6 thousand tons 
phosphorous fertilizers, thou- 
sand tons pure content (12 


fabrics. 


tractors, 6,858 units 
67.9 

and seagoing 
36.6) bicycles, 207.9 thousand 

617.8 radio sets, 646,500 
acid, thousand tons pure content 
232.2 thousand tons (8.2); caustic soda, 
10.9 


pure content 


tons 


cement, thousand tons 
cotton fabrics, 569.8 million meters (2.4 


0.4 


meat from industrial slaugh- 


woolen 


76.5 million meters sugar, thousand 


36.3 
butter, 78.7 thousand tons 
The conversion the defense industry civilian 
needs helped raise the commercial output the machine 
and metallurgical industries percent. 


tons refined equivalent 
ter, 874 thousand tons 
26.5 


Grain Production 


agriculture the production wheat, rye, barley and 
oats came about 13.6 million tons, 12.5 percent more 
than 1956. Total agricultural production was about 
percent higher than 1956, according preliminary esti- 
mates, with total crop production about 2.5 percent higher 
and livestock and dairy production about percent higher. 
June 1957 there were 8.3 million cattle (5.8 
them cows), 12.3 million pigs, sheep and 2.6 mil- 
lion horses. Despite the rise grain production, deliveries 
grain the State fell off 1957: quota deliveries 
the compulsory system were percent less than 1956, 
largely because the reduction the size quotas, and 
above-quota deliveries were percent less. Total grain de- 
liveries the State were only percent the planned 
amount. 


the other hand, sales grain the free 


market increased percent over 1956. Peasant incomes 
correspondingly went up, 9.6 billion zloty percent. 
Half the money increase was absorbed higher prices 
for the goods farmers had buy, including fodder, build- 
ing materials, artificial fertilizers and farm machinery. But 
supplies these and other goods were greatly increased 
over previous years. Deliveries building materials 
the countryside rose 1957 the following percentages: 
cement, 68.9; lime, 12.3; tiles, 2.2; roofing paper, 58.6; 
window glass, 24.8: asbestos cement, 26.2: and lumber, 28.9. 

Total wages paid 1957 were percent higher than 
1956, and the gross average monthly wage rose from 1,183 
zloty per month 1956 1,377 1957. However, prices 
also increased. The price index for goods and services 
the prices which are centrally controlled 


about per- 
cent the total 


rose 5.2 percent. Retail trade turn- 
over rose percent terms 1956 prices. There was 
percent increase imports, accompanied slight 
decrease exports. Total investment the national econ- 
omy, according incomplete data, rose about percent. 


Second United States Loan 


Negotiations second American loan Poland were 
completed February 15, when was announced 
Washington that the United States would extend mil- 
lion dollars worth economic assistance Poland 1958. 
previous agreement made June 1957 gave Poland 
trade and commodity credits totalling million dollars. 
The new agreement provides for the sale million dol- 
lars worth surplus farm products paid for 
Polish zloty, and establishes Export-Import Bank credit 
million dollars for the purchase industrial machin- 
ery, medical equipment, synthetic fibers and other items. 
The two countries also agreed discuss further ways 
expanding their trade, including the possibility that the 
might extend most-favored-nation tariff rights Poland. 

Most Polish newspapers carried the full text the agree- 
ment. Trybuna Ludu wrote February that 
the new loan more advantageous than the first because 


War saw 


will repaid zloty rather than 


that the 
negotiations were conducted non-political plane, prov- 


dollars. Radio Warsaw noted February 


ing the possibility “relations between countries with dif- 
ferent economic systems.” The broadcast added that Po- 
land had expressed its interest further credits in- 
vestment nature, “which would enable take advantage 
the United States’ highly developed technical 
edge.” According Western press reports, Poland intends 
seek additional credits about 125 million dollars 


finance purchases industrial machinery. 


Newsmen Acquitted 


what has been regarded test case involving the 
right gather material. 
Woloski and Leszek Mocszulski were acquitted the charge 
disclosing State secrets Warsaw court, March 11. 
The two men had been accused collaborating the 
transmission secret information the French newspaper, 
Paris Match. Other newspapermen, testifying for the de- 


new Spapel men to 


fense, stated that the journalists had the right gather 
material for their stories and that the articles quesuon 
had revealed important State secrets. 


Campaign Against Alcoholism 


The regime preparing newer and stronger measures 
against the problem alcoholism, according Western 
reports. bill submitted the Sejm (Parliament) early 
February, percent reduction the number liquor 
shops and percent cut the number restaurants, 
bars and canteens selling alcoholic drinks were suggested. 
Also proposed the bill were ten modern 
stations which would cost million z/oty, and number 
anti-alcoholic clinics. 

government resolution apply the proceeds the 
tax alcohol education was condemned the Warsaw 
daily, Trybuna Mazowiecka, February 
the measure “very dangerous,” the newspaper asserted that 
the resolution might give wrong impression “official 
sanction for drinking.” 


Hungary 
Disunity the Party? 


Two recent press articles have again highlighted the 
split within the regime between the Stalinist wing, ex- 
emplified such holdovers from the Stalinist Rakosi era 
First Deputy Premier Antal Apro and Minister Cul- 
ture Valeria Benke, and the centrist faction which led 
Party boss Janos Kadar. Although the opposing groups 
are united condemnation Revolt Premier Imre Nagy, 
the Revolt and the problem revisionism, their attitude 
toward “dogmatism,” the harkening back the poli- 
cies Stalinist times, provides the basis their difference. 
the January issue Tarsadalmi Szemle (Budapest), 
Geza Kassai, prominent theoretician the Stalinist fac- 
tion, made routine but thorough list 
while dismissing the dogmatist problem follows: 


“Comrade Matyas Rakosi and his associates did not al- 
ways commit sectarian errors, nor was their work always 
characterized dogmatism. they had recognized their 
mistakes in time and consistently corrected them, the errors 
and left- 


need not have developed into sectarian 
wing deviation.” 


Polish Repatriates from the USSR 


PAP, an- 


nounced March that the first two months 
1958 “over Poles had been repatriated 
from the Soviet Union (repatriation Poles from the 
USSR was one the concessions obtained Gom- 
ulka from the Soviets; commenced 1957). One 


OFFICIAL POLISH 


the major Polish problems regard the repa- 
triates the shortage housing. The announcement 
stated that percent more apartments would 
given repatriates this year than last. 


The Hungarian regime has recently presented awards number 
clergymen who “during the counterrevolution the October 
1956 defended the People’s Among those 
decorated were Roman priests Richard Horvath, 
one the priests excommunicated March, and Bela Mag, 
head the new organization Opus Pacis, and 
Bishop Albert Bereezky the Reformed (Presbyterian) Church. 


Photo and quoted text from 
Erdekes Ujsag (Budapest), January 1958 


The opposition “middle” view was expressed Nep- 
member the Secretariat the Party Central Commit- 


“Although revisionism the main danger, small 


part our militant membership still tainted with sec- 


tarian and dogmatic conceptions. These incorrigible 


sectarians use the counterrevolution try justify the 


countryside, local sectarianism manifests itself primarily 
suspiciousness toward the Patriotic People’s Front. There 
are also number economic leaders and loyal Party and 


trade union members who distrust the factory councils 
Kadarist but still apparently non-Stalinist replacement for 
the workers’ councils which backed the Revolt In educa- 
tional courses Marxist-Leninist questions the necessity 


making the class struggle more acute often most hotly 


debated. still more than one propagandist these 


courses who believes in the validity of the Stalinist con- 


cept the increasing virulence the class 


is, above all, the that 


practices can most harmful.” 


Cold War with Writers 


Slowly, since the crushing the Revolt, the struggle be- 
tween the puppet government and the recalcitrant intelli- 
gentsia has moved from outright repression the one 
hand and determined silence the other oblique 


and probably long-term state cold war. the fall 
1957 the regime had executed incarcerated the most 
active its prominent enemies and muffled the voices 
the others. Those writers still large have been able 
resume the battle only oblique terms; thus, they criticize 
the Rakosi, not those they advo- 
cate “peace,” but refrain from fulminations against the 
West; the Communists among them praise 
even but not the Soviet Union. For 
its part, the regime provides the writers with the means 
livelihood, with publication for articles which are, 
most, indirect criticism subjects not immediate politi- 
cal import and with least temporary freedom from jail. 

One focal point this oblique warfare has been argu- 
ment over the sometimes termed, 
the “Village Begun the Thirties, 
this loosely-knit literary trend consisted writers visiting 
the countryside and detailing sympathetic terms the 
miseries the peasantry. The have had 
great influence over the Hungarian intelligentsia, and then 
followers had extremely important role the Revolt. 
such they are both anathema and challenge the Ka- 
darist hierarchy; they are too numerous conveniently 
wipe out repressive measures, and too diffuse 
Socialist.” Indeed one the most prominent their 
numbe FS, novelist Dezso Szabo who died in 1944. deviated 
into sort Hungarian Fascism, which was the same 
time anti-Nazi. the highly regarded literary talent 
this controversial and influential figure which has provided 
one the battlegrounds the struggle between the regime 


and the Revolt writers, although the real motive for which 
the two opposing forces have clashed is, course, not the 
uplifting downgrading Szabo himself, but that the 


Popularist movement once represented, and its aims 


freedom for the peasant 


Szabo's Work Defended 


The battle was begun publica- 
tion which came into being last Fall chiefly outlet for 
dissident writers. the December issue the 


Sandor Erdei, a leading personality of the Revolt, while 


condemning Fascist and anti-Semitic tendencies 
vigorously defended his literary merit and his pleas for 
better life for the poor the countryside 
the condemnation the entirety Szabo’s work was 
only one the symptoms the acute illness which over- 
came 1948 the Communist regime gained con- 
trol of the country],” Erdei’s article states “We swore by 
all the Gods uphold the people, the workers, the peas- 
ants, but failed watch the breathing the people, 
the true suffering the life the peasantry.” February 
Kortars published another article defending 
him similar fashion 

February Nepszabadsag, the official Party organ, 
responded with attack Szabo Fascist 


newspaper ignored the fact that Erdei had himself con- 
demned Fascism, ignored the writer’ 


} 


affirmative statements the novelist. 


however, there was more formidable 
Szabo, coupling him and his Popularist Move- 


February 28, 
attack 
ment followers with “national Communism” and the 
Excerpts from this article, appearing Elet Irodalom 
(Budapest), the unofficial organ the Kadarist intelli- 


gentsia, follow: 


“Nati nal 


one otf its 


Communism can easily take Dezso Szabo 


ancestors, 


especially since advocated sort 


third road. was against proletarian dictatorship, but 
also opposed capitalism and dictatorship the wealthy 
landowners. His was the revolution the Hungarian ‘race’ 


or, rather, its representative, the peasantry. Imre Nagy 


and his associates also refer the peasantry. But just 
Szabo and his ‘Hungarian Revolution’ were 
swept alliance with the enemies the Soviet Union, 
the capitalists and wealthy landowners the Hun- 
gari nists the Revolt] were 
swept into servile support the same forces.” 


Peter Veres Attacked 


regime involved 


clash between writers and 


the 
Peter Veres, the grand old man the 
novel, leading Popularist, and figure the 
pre-Revolt ferment. 


skirmish 


peasant 
Veres published, the February issue 


Budapest), adverse criticism Thomas 


novel “Lotte Weimar.” Although praised 
anti-Nazism and his work general, found 
this book dull, and emphasized particularly his distaste, 


Hungarian, for its German arrogance. 
Both Nepszabadsag and found this em- 
phasis Hungarian patriotic and nationalistic feelings 


very uncomfortable, and attacked Veres’ criticism, and 
Veres himself, “incompetent” and “uneducated.” 
Younger Writers Criticized 
Elet Irodalom devoted uncomplimentary article 


its January issue younger writers, who thus far 
have been wooed with special privileges greater extent 
than the older generation. young writers follow the 
pseudo-modern trend,” stated the journal. “They 
for the The 
Kadarist publication also characterized the output the 
new authors as showin ? 
artistic 

the intelligentsia 
which has found disfavor with the regime apparent 
For this 


outmoded, 


write not people, but for psychoanalysts.” 
“ample evidence ideological and 

trend writing 


another among 


the February issue 
singled out three educational periodicals, 
lagogusok Lapja and Csalad Iskola. 


a-politicality. 
Net rabadsac 


Ke cnevele 


Revolt Writer Jailed 


Andras Sandor, who took part the Revolt, both 
Budapest and Sztalinvaros, was sentenced eight years 
prison, according Radio Budapest, March The 
broadcast stated that Sandor “took over the editorship 
the moment 
paper became entirely the mouthpiece the counterrevo- 


Death Sentence for 


Antal Molnar, the son “knight” the prewar 
Horthy regime, was executed for “grand larceny, fraud, 
embezzlement and criminal offenses against the 
property,” according Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) 
February 21. From the published report would 
that the regime wishes use the case deterrent ex- 
ample for others who might considering financial crimes 
against the State. The emphasis placed the 
origin the son “gentleman” honored Horthy, was 
doubtless designed muffle indignation against the severity 
the sentence. 


Courts Ponder 


The Conference Judges, held Budapest February 
21-22, revealed conflicting attitude toward continued 
harshness dealing with who 
may tried the future. the one hand, 
Ferenc Munnich and Minister Justice Ferenc Nezval 
warned against too much leniency the part sentenc- 
ing judges. the other hand Nezval told the gathering 
that after March “the bulk civil cases will trans- 
ferred the district courts” February 
According Nezval, the notoriously stricter county courts, 


which have been handling crimes” 
directly, will now used for “appeals,” rather than for 
The district courts are con- 
sidered closer to the people and have been less severe in 


original trials such cases. 


their sentences over the past year. Nezval also drew dis- 
tinction between the “real criminals” the Revolt and 


those who were only “misled and played leading part.” 


Marosan Addresses Trade Unionists 


Minister State Gyorgy Marosan, usually the regime’s 
most blustering spokesman, was comparatively restrained 
his address the Trade Union Congress, broadcast over 
Radio Budapest, March Even his attacks the 
workers’ councils “instruments” the Revolt, failed 
his wonted 
with allusions “right-wing social democratic and Fas- 
complaints over the abolition the councils. His 
allusion Social Democrats was the second his speech 


achieve furious tones, contenting 


and gives rise the supposition that adherents the 
outlawed political party may have been making themselves 


felt recently among the workers. For the rest, Marosan 
strongly advised his listeners who. he said, represented two 
million trade unionists, avoid revisionism and (less 


but 
criticism and, particularly, work for “better, 
greater and more disciplined production.” 


strongly 
“hostile,” 
cheaper, 


dogmatism, exercise “progressive,” not 


Tax Increase for Peasants 


February the regime issued two decrees raising agri- 
cultural taxes another notch over the 1957 level. According 
Radio Budapest, February 21, the measures will raise 
the income tax farms more than three cadastral holds 

about 1.7 hectares 4.26 acres), thus affecting all but 
the smallest farmers. The report said the increase would 


Fe 


Bloody Hearts, Bloody Heads 


Hungary the Polish paper Zycie Gospodarcze 
Warsaw), February 1958. its wary and under- 
stated bitterness sums the Polish attitude 
hopeless regret toward the fate the Hungarian 
people’s bid for freedom: 

“It would take much time and study for ac- 
curate appreciation the moods population 
not too eager discuss political matters. One hears 
various statements—those affirming everything and 
those decidedly reluctant toward reality. think that 
the general view was most accurately expressed 
one citizen Budapest who said: “We were led 
our hearts; now are learning use our 


farms which employ hired workers, equal percent 
the income tax. 

This the most recent number shifts Hun- 
agricultural tax structure since the 1956 revolt. The 
most burdensome form direct taxation, compulsory de- 
liveries very low prices, was abolished October 1956. 
was partially offset 1957 the reimposition 
land tax, paid wheat some other grain, steep 
ise farmers’ income tax rates and higher prices for 
the services machine stations. Nevertheless, the real in- 
comes peasants 1957 were said First Party Secre- 
tary Kadar have risen 8-10 percent over 1956 (see 
East Europe, March, 
Radio Budapest, the aim making the agricul- 
tural population contribute equitable manner our 
efforts, even only limited The broadcast 
pointed out that State investment agriculture will 
higher this year than last. 


The new measures, according 


Another Committee 


Apartment Inspection Committees have been established 
(Budapest), February 27. These committees, 
for four-year terms, will have three five members, will 
supervise the maintenance the buildings, and will 
authorized “assist the work State and social welfare 
children’s organizations” connection with the youth and 
offspring the tenants under their jurisdiction. This would 
appear give the Committees the right interfere 


families whose younger members may seem develop- 


according Esti 


ing “unreliable” tendencies and ideas. 


Stronger Soviet Ties 


new development Soviet-Satellite relations was un- 
covered February with the formation Moscow 
the “Soviet-Hungarian Society.” The other countries 
the bloc have such “friendship” organizations, but this 
the first formed the USSR. February 20, 
Nepszava (Budapest), commenting this and other de- 
velopments the relationship the puppet State and its 


Soviet rulers, predicted “more extensive scientific and tech- 
this 
score the journal stated that Hungarian scientific groups 
would visit the USSR this year, that Soviet production 
and technological methods will applied three un- 
named fields Hungary, and that 

from the two States will meet twice every 


nological between the two countries 


committees 


monument the Red Army was unveiled Gellert 
Mountain the Budapest area February 12. The huge 
statue Soviet soldier had been damaged the 


ucted 


people 
during the Revolt and had reconst Public 


celebrations for the new work were omitted 


Sik—New Foreign Minister 

November Endre Sik replaced the deceased Imre 
Horvath Foreign Minister. Sik was born 1891, re- 
ceived law degree from the University Budapest 
1913, and became Communist after being taken prisoner 
the Russians during World War lived the 
Mos- 
The new Minister entered the diplomatic 
service after World War and, following the Communist 
take-over Hungary, was appointed Ambassador the 
(1948-49 1954 was named First Deputy For- 
eign Minister. 

Sik’s replacement First Deputy Janos Peter, 


Soviet Union between the wars, teaching history 


cow University 


one- 
time Protestant Bishop with reputation for opportunism 
and Communist Front “peace” organization connections. 
Peter will become permanent head the Hungarian dele- 


gation the UN. 


Czechoslovakia 


Industrial Reorganization 


February the Party Central Committee 


yped 
five-month campaign reorg 


anize Czechoslovakia’s eco- 
nomic planning and management issuing decision 
the “Principles Raising Economic Effectiveness the 
Management Industry and 
East Europe, issues November, pp. 48-9, 
December, 46, January, and February, 50.) 
The reorganization part 


Building.” For previous 


coverage see 


general economic overhaul 
Year Plan well, and 
intended squeeze little more efficiency out the coun- 


i 


involving changes the Five 


straining economy. resembles last year’s reorgan- 
ization the Soviet Union—though differing 

being attempt reduce the functions the 
bureaucracy and increase the authority the 


its pro- 
visions 
State 
Party stated that the 
would “in the spirit the Leninist principle 
cratic centralism 


apparatus. The decision changes 
demo- 
fan effort 
management closely possible actual production 


through substantially increasing the 


bring] concrete economic 
of the indi- 


ening 


authority 


vidual enterprises, while the same time 


central direction all fundamental 


More specifically, the merging 


“production units” 


ision called for 


existing enterprises into larger 


under the 


eneral direction the central Min- 


istries but with some the management functions assig 


the new organizations. This will allow “substantial 
reduction” the staffs the Ministries. 


“The basic unit the new organization industry and 
building will enterprise directly managed the 
Ministry and comprising complete branch production 
its essential part. This principle will translated into 
practice the merger fusion existing enterprises into 
larger } roduction units capable of exec uting all the duties 
complete economic production units. 

“To fulfill these tasks, the economic production units 
will equipped with the right determine, harmony 
with the tasks set the State plan and with the other re- 
quirements national economy, the volume and structure 
their production. 

“Economic production units will have their seats, when- 
ticable, the production 
equip with their own research ap- 
paratus, research institutes the various departments will 


eve! prac 


centers their 


branches. them 


“In the building industry, regional associations will 
consisting general building enterprises, brick 


works, stone, gravel and sand enterprises, 


factories. The management these associations will 
the hand 


an) 
anas 


the regional national committees. 

extended authority industrial and building en- 
terprises and their new organizational structure will result 
tion the future will concentrated the main prob- 
lems development the various branches the na- 


tional economy. reduction the staffs 
Ministries and Commissions aimed at: 
the chief industrial) administrations will 


The decision also announced changes methods plan- 
ning and financing the national economy, and stated that 
more stress will laid “material incentives” spur 
higher production. Guidance the economy will 
based 


‘long-term plans national economic develop- 
ment for 


now being formulated con- 
junction with the other Soviet-bloc countries. the basis 
of the lon 


erm plans, five-year plans will worked out 
for the various branches the economy, presumably 
simpler and less centralized form than the past. “The 
concrete compilation annual plans, which must 
harmony with the general directives the State plan, will 
taken over the enterprises themselves.” The “mate- 
rial incentives” will consist allowing the enterprises 
share profits and sums provided for depreciation, and 
thus rol part their own investment funds and 
The mentioned “bonus 
funds” encourage “the rapid implementation the 
qualitative tasks undertakings.” 

his report the Central Committee Premier Siroky 
illustrated the new set-up with example from the ma- 
chinery industry, which number plants the Prague 


to cont 


Tit 


working capital. decision also 


region will amalgamated form one enterprise called 
“CKD-Prague.” Siroky said that this would the funda- 
mental form organization, and that the additional form, 
the association, would used mainly the building indus- 
try and the food industry. also said that the number 
new units contemplated was 344, which 276 would 
enterprises and associations. 


Politics the Fore 


While the text the Central Committee’s decision was 
properly colorless, the speeches some the Central 
Committee members indicated that they saw the decision 
weapon the party against the industrial bureauc- 
racy. There were attacks various Ministries, particu- 
larly the Ministry Agriculture and the Ministry For- 
eign Trade. Bruno Koehler, Secretary the Central 
Committee, delivered sweeping criticism 
failure respond previous resolutions the subject 
industrial efficiency: 


Central Committee has adopted whole series 
obtained partial results, and decisive turn for the 
better has yet been achieved our efforts harmonize 
the supply and consumption raw materials, mainly 
due the fact that the most important resolutions the 
development our national economy have not been con- 


sistently carried out. These 


include 


as 


those increasing the efficiency our national economy, 


You See?" 


\HE FOLLOWING PENSIVE remarks the continued 
admiration Czechoslovak youth for America 
appeared Literarni Noviny (Prague), January 


sitting movie house, would like see 
the French ‘Parisian Nights’ and the Japanese ‘Awak- 
ened Ruin.’ Not because this curious program mis- 
alliance which best might used justify 
increase the admission fee, no, but would just 
like sit movie-house. The trouble that five 
young boys, eighteen, nineteen, twenty years age, 
have crowded into the row behind me—and quiet 
session has come end. ‘Parisian Nights’ 
excellent picture, lyrical and documentary the 
same time, full wittily inventive shots. ‘Awakened 
Ruin’ less excellent picture, although full 
inventive technical tricks. However, these interesting 
movie features have hardly appeared the screen 
when the boys behind start commenting. Always 
the same vein: ‘Oh well, they got this from the 
Americans. This has surely been made for them 
the Americans. They copied this from the Americans. 
American, you see?’ feel like leaving because 
not like when human stupidity depresses me. The 
depression all the greater this time because have 
tell myself: after all they still think that 
one knows anything achieves anything the 
Americans don’t help him. Two new stars, Soviet 
stars, are circling over our heads, but here—the 
Americans. this mere stupidity? After all, these 
boys have parents, they school somewhere, 
they work somewhere, they live among people who 
have some kind responsibilities towards them! 
How come that they remain stupid, that they 
not hear, read believe? And three times 
sadder ponder the responsibilities the experienced 
ones.” 


see, 


“*They sit and they sit, they stare into the fire, stare into the fire, 
and they not say word.” workman splitting board 
marked “Plan Failures construction, especially 
desperately needed residential construction, point 
throughout much the area. 


sore 


Rohac (Bratislava), February 13, 1958 


tion, the development agriculture, the develop- 
ment State farms, and forth. 


“We see 


agement our national economy. make correct 


that there strange ‘dialectics’ the man- 


analysis the situation, adopt entirely correct resolu- 
tions 


solution the problems. 
however, are not implemented all, only partially, the 
Thus are forced deal with the same problems once 
again 


from the very beginning and work out new 


analysis and new resolution. practice make the 


same decision before, write heaps paper and waste 
think that there must end 
this the management the national 


Rude Pravo, March 


much time meetings. 


economy. 


cited examples electric power plant construction 
(where the technical quality new machinery was low 
the campaign economize raw materials (in which 
some factories wasted what others saved 


and the rail- 
roads (where workers claimed that the railroads were over- 
burdened reason for not meeting the Party’s directives 

the latter case, however, the Party finally overcame the 
sluggishness management reorganizing the railroad 
administration and forcing carry out the di- 
rectives. His conclusion was that this sort “political 
approach” was needed elsewhere the national economy. 


1958 Plan 


The economic plan for 1958 was approved the govern- 
ment February (Rude Pravo, February 9). Indus- 
trial production increase percent, the production 
consumer goods 7.7 percent and the production 
means production 8.1 percent. Labor productivity 
industry rise 4.6 percent. State capital inves- 
ment scheduled 26,850 million koruny percent 
more than 1957, with emphasis fuels, electric power 
and raw materials. addition, 7,700 million koruny will 
invested collective farms and industrial enterprises. 
The published report gave the following targets for spe- 
cific industrial products, terms percentage increase 
output: 
9.8: iron ore, 


hard coal, brown coal, 6.1; electric power, 
3.2; pig iron, 5.8; steel, 8.1; rolled products, 
7.4; cement, bricks, 17: 


viscose fiber, 18.9; and paper, 7.6. 


tiles, 16.8; sulfuric acid, 7.2; 
“In the chemical in- 
dustry, where gross production increase 9.3 percent, 
high growth planned the production combusti- 
bles—gasoline, for example, one third and diesel fuel 
one fourth. The production nitrogenous fertilizers 
will rise percent. 

Agriculture has been assigned particular importance 
consequence its unsatisfactory performance over the past 
two years. Total production iS expected to rise by the un- 
likely percentage 11.9, with yields wheat going 
8.7 percent, potatoes percent and hops 26.6 percent. 
Fertilizer deliveries are scheduled increase percent, 
and supplies machinery more than one fourth 

Average money wages are expected increase 4.7 
percent, retail trade turnover percent and the use 
services percent. The plan calls for 9.2 percent 
increase Slovakia’s industrial production, compared 


with the national average percent. 


Literary Ferment Continues 


Although 


kind writers and intellectuals that stirred 
Poland and pre-Revolt Hungary, the past year has seen 


there has not been, Czechoslovakia, the 


rebellion of 


increasing pressure writers against the dogmas 
cialist realism” and complete Party control art, and 
increase the open admission Western influences. Rude 


Pravo (Prague), the leading Party journal, discussed the 
question January 26: 
“We have witnessed unusual and strange activity 
literature and art the past year. exhibits have 


a long 


seen the works artists who have not exhibited for 
time. appeared authors who 


New have 
have not published for long time. the other hand 


many poets who formerly wrote 


publications 


good political poetry have 
lately become silent. Our literary and artistic journals are 
and searching. 
seems that there fixed point which our art and 


marked unprecedented eclecticisn 


literature can rest. 
“Socialist 


artistic 


realism has been much discussed and new 
platforms opposed have been established. 
There doubt that far more substantial and convinc- 


ing efforts will necessary repel all those who, con- 


nection with revisionism, 
Socialist realism.” 


are becoming the liquidationists 


The article goes condemn the “new dogmatism,” 
term which has come into vogue the past months, and 
which purports describe those who are against orthodox 
“Socialist realism.” According Rude Pravo, poetry and 
literature has been “restricted” and guided toward “non- 


the name the 
new dogmatism.” Naturally the Party journal advocates 


political and subjectivist positions 


the “destruction this new variety dogmatism.” 

notable feature the Rude Pravo article and simi- 
lar regime theses published over the past months (see East 
Europe, March 1958, page 43) the plaintiveness tone 
manifest almost all articles espousing orthodox “Socialist 
This strong contrast the blaring denuncia- 
tory quality former years and indicates that deep dis- 
satisfaction with “Socialist must exist quantity 
throughout the intelligentsia. 

The Party newspaper singled out examples the “new 
dogmatism” certain articles which have appeared the 
periodicals Kveten, Literarny Noviny and Novy Zivot. 


Scorned 


One these, published the January issue Novy 
Zivot, dissociated literature from many the tasks assigned 
the tenets the “Socialist realists” 


The Serpent's Tooth Slovakia 


THE Party “revisionism among Slovak 
and intellectuals continue (see East Europe, 
February 1958, page 50). One such blast, published 
the Slovak Party daily Pravda (Bratislava), January 15, 
included both masterful exercise Stalinist jargon and 
vicious dig Polish writers and, clear implication, 
the Polish Party. 
The masterful 


“In articles published Slovenska Hudba 
and Kulturny Zivot Life, the Slovak Writers’ 
Union periodical] they [the “revisionists”] tried prove 
that the present stagnation Slovak musical culture 
caused insufficient contact with West European musical 


activity. These views are clear expression revisionism 
because they find escape from the current situation not 
the deepening the present creative critical and musical- 
scientific effort the spirit the principles Socialist 
culture, but the revision our present path Socialist 
musical culture aiming the solution compositional- 
technical problems the expense the solution 
ideological problems.” 


The vicious dig: 


“Thus, probably accord with the principle “sauce for 
the goose sauce for the gander,” “birds feather 
flock together,” the Slovak Writers’ Union publishing house 
hurried prepare translations articles art written 
the period 1954-1957 Poland authors who created 
ideological chaos culture.” 


“Literature can entertain, but can variety shows. 
Literature can chronicle, but history does more effi- 
ciently. can eulogize the feats builders and recommend 
new working methods, but newspapers perform the same 
service. Literature can enthral the readers with adventure 
stories, but such course merely puts competition 
with the motorcycle races. However, other branch 
human activity can replace literature rendering criti- 
cal picture the national character and tracing the 
moral features modern Czech man.” 


The writer, Jan Trefulka, calls authors show 
their willingness “suffer temporarily for the sake 
truth,” express this truth “with regard what this 
that person will say about the fact that the work 
may not published for several years.” 

Rude Pravo’s answer appeared March and was 
least restrained the original: 


“Though Comrade Trefulka does not openly say so, 
believes that the lonely writer should stand outside and 
even above the Party. This writer should then eliminate 
with ‘his truth’ all the shortcomings our national life, 
even while forming the new features our society. 
Trefulka possibly unaware that this already being 
done the Communist Party.” 


Rude Pravo went imply, though not state openly, 
that Trefulka’s criticism was similar that “our enemy, 
the The journal ended—still restrained 
note for official Party newspaper—by questioning, not 
stating, probably would have done the past, whether 
Trefulka’s “truth” was not denigration life.” 


Bednar Defends Himself 


argumentative meeting the Slovak Writers’ 
Union (Kulturny Zivot [Bratislava], Dec. 21-28, 1957 and 
Jan. 4), the renowned novelist Alfons Bednar was attacked 
the Union’s First Secretary, Andrej Plavka, who com- 
pared him Vladimir Dudintsev, the author “Not 
Bread Alone,” novel condemned Soviet Party boss 
Khrushchev himself. According the journal, Bednar re- 
plied follows: 


not consider enemy our system that per- 
son who points out the obstacles which remain people’s 
minds, even adds dark colors the picture his 
endeavor create literary work which stays the same 
time close possible the truth. dangerous 
write this fashion, but when was writing not risky 


job?” 
Bodnar added placatingly that the “risk consists the 


fact that reaction not asleep and ready exploit 
everything hand for its own ends.” 


Hunt Unabated 


contrast the comparative restraint with which the 
regime now handling its unorthodox writers, its cam- 
paign against “foreign agents” continues with all accus- 
tomed vehemence. very possible that the regime— 
remembering the prominence Hungarian intellectuals 


the 1956 staging this “spy scare” re- 
minder its angry writers—and the whole population 
that any break-out from purely literary debate may con- 
sidered sedition. 

Particularly savage sentences were passed Kamil 
Heide-Hermann, former department head the Ministry 
Metallurgy and Ore Mines, and Oswald Kawalla, West 
German national described “agent American in- 
telligence the German Federal Republic” (Rude Pravo 
February 14). Kawalla was arrested fishing 
trip Czechoslovakia, after allegedly receiving information 
from Heide-Hermann Czechoslovak heavy industry. 
The latter was sentenced death, Kawalla years 
prison. “Confessions” were obtained from both men. 

Jail sentences years were imposed six 
members “terroristic and subversive anti-State Black 
Hand group,” according Pravda (Bratislava), February 
22. The group was alleged have participated bomb- 
ings bridges and Party headquarters Hlohovec, al- 
though damage was reported the latter 
The group was also said have attempted revolutionary 
activity Czechoslovakia during the Hungarian Revolt. 


Tenth Anniversary Coup 


Throughout the month February there were celebra- 
tions commemorating the 10th anniversary the 1948 
coup which Communist minority seized control the 
government. Especially noted the celebrants were the 
Central Council Trade Unions and the People’s Militia, 
each which received the regime’s highest honor, the 
Klement Gottwald Order for the Building the Socialist 
Motherland. Messages were sent Prague from the area- 
wide hierarchy, including Soviet boss Khrushchev. 


Bulgaria 
Dissident Intellectuals and the Party 


Highly revealing complaints the Party about recal- 
citrant and rebellious intellectuals and artists continue, 
indicating the scope disaffection from Party control 
among these elements. Following the delayed revelation 
tumultuous discord between the Party and important seg- 
ments the Writers’ Union (see East Europe, March 
1958 pp. 15-23 and 45-46), Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia 
the leading Communist organ, discussed the situation 
Communist writers who are defying Party domination 
March rather conciliatory tone, the paper called 
writers recognize the that Bulgarian literature 
has blossomed under the “wise guidance” the Party 
Central Committee. The editorial went say that 
there had been some “negative phenomena” Bulgarian 
literature, such “bourgeois ideology” and “revisionism,” 
but soothingly added that there less revisionism than 
other (unnamed) countries the area and that Bulgarian 
writers “are the right road.” Further, the paper at- 
tacked the past influence “the cult personality” 
literature and the arts, although claiming that such influ- 
ence had now been “the cult 
sonality” meant Stalinist dogmatic repression (particu- 


larly practiced former Party boss Vulko 
The fact that the Party paper saw fit echo the dissident 
writers attacking 
its conciliation. 

article the same paper March was some- 
what more stringent. While apparently refraining from 


“the cult personality” mark 


explicitly singling out Communist writers, excoriated 


revisionism Bulgaria, scored “fractional 
Party members and demanded Party discipline and Party 
unity. 

The uneasiness the pro-regime segments the hier- 
archy the Writers’ Union was most recently exemplified 
the fact that the Party organization the Union con- 
sidered necessary send special 
pledge the Communist Party 


Literaturen Front, March 6). 


Committee 


Party Attacks Scientists 


The latest section the intelligentsia come under fire 
has been the scientific community. the writers’ case 


the charges centered and “hostile bour- 
geois ideologies.” The oc¢ asion for this new offensive Was a 
meeting the Communist Party organization Sofia’s 
Stalin District. Chief targets the gathering were faculty 
Sciences, the Karl Marx 


Economy and various agricultural 


members the Academy 
Political 
colleges. addition, the 


Institute of 


entire editorial board 
philosophical journal, Filosofska Misl, was denounced for 
the face manifestations “bourgeois 
detailed the February issue Rabot- 


nichesko Delo, the cathering, in its official report, also 


upheld the Party organization the Academy Sciences 
for “expelling pseudo-scientific workers and alien, hostile 
(names undivulged the time 


Further pres 


sure was presaged the report’s statement that “serious 
shortcomings still exist the work the universities and 
scientific institutes.” 

One the chief figures the 


appears have been Central Committee 


framing the report 
lodo1 
Pavlov, long-time ally the former Party boss, Stalinist 
Vulko Chervenkov. 

Another district Party conference Blagoevgrad seems 
to have reached similar con¢ lusions and espoused the Same 
strong offensive against members the intel- 
Excerpts from the February report the 
meeting Rabotnichesko Delo follow: 


ligentsia. 


great number organizations and Communists 
not wage practice energetic struggle against incorrect 
tendencies and manifestations bourgeois ideology 
literature and teaching. Son 


1e delegates pointed out the 
fact that certain manifestations revisionism have been 


underrated. case point the number strange pro 


posals some institut 
the study of ideologi 


gical disciplines. 
“There have also appeared our country certain indi 
viduals who ‘advise’ the revision basic components 


Socialist policy and theory. decisive advance 


ideological front necessary rout these unhealthy de- 
viationists, hold firmly all fields life, 
and everything, the power our 
ing role the Party.” 


logy and the lead 


— 
ne 


Painters Criticized 


Although the attacks scientists received most atten- 
tion the press and radio, persons the cultural fields 
were February Narodna Kultura 
Sofia) stated that was not “fully with the 
recent exhibitions “certain Bulgarian painters who are 
detached The journal asked, “why don’t 
our painters create works based contemporary life?” 
replied with another question, “Are they not hindered 
the rubbish bourgeois esthetics?” 


99 


a6, 


Another article the same journal, February took 
the familiar tactic accusing the revisionists “ideo- 
logical 


diversion” over-emphasizing the events the 


20th Soviet Party Congress (February 1956) and using the 
against the cult the individual” order 
“weaken and liquidate Party leadership.” beloved song 
our enemies that the principle Party leadership 
science and the arts contradicts creative stated 
Narodna “The echo this song has not yet died 
our country.” 


Soviet Article Contradicted 


One the manifestations the rejection narrow 
dogmatism which have provoked the Party made its ap- 
pearance the January issue Literaturen Front. The 
peculiar circumstances involved the Bulgarian motion pic- 
ture 


“Revolutionary Oath” which was praised 


Moscow newspaper, Soviet Culture. The Bulgarian journal 
presumed reverse the Soviet critique, which had called 
the film Literaturen Front stated, 


great success.” 


“No, it is not a success 


‘Revolutionary Oath’ 


poor film great weakness 


. on a low level. oe 
seems that the time for articles which pardon our 
essential weaknesses already behind us. need real, 


creative and friendly criticism.” 


Curbs Alcohol 


The regime has moved halt the growing consumption 
alcoholic beverages. combating this areawide prob- 
lem (See Poland, above) decree was issued February 
(published Rabotnichesko Delo the following 
day) prohibiting the sale liquor factories, mines, bar- 
racks, hospitals, commercial establishments 
soft drink and pastry shops. The decree also states that 
liquor may sold those already drunk, motorists, 
policemen duty minors. 

Under the circumstances, Rabotnichesko 
ments were somewhat 


De lo’s 


com- 


“It well known that alcoholism and drunkenness are 
phenomena which are alien the Socialist regime. Under 
capitalist conditions cruel exploitation, social inequality, 
exhausting labor, ignorance, lack security 
there exist conditions for the spread alcoholism and 
drunkenness. They purposely cultivated among the 
working people the bourgeoisie order demoralize 
them and thus exploit and detach them from the revo- 
lutionary struggle aimed the overthrow the capitalist 


are 


system. The situation the working people very dif- 
ferent the Socialist world. Nevertheless, must 
pointed out that alcoholism and drunkenness, those ugly 
and shameful remnants capitalism, are not yet finally 
eliminated.” 


Forced Sunflower Seed Deliveries Abolished 


order spur production sunflower seed, one 
Bulgaria’s chief sources vegetable fat, recent decree 
has abolished compulsory deliveries the product and 
raised the prices paid farmers from .80 1.80 leva per 
kilogram (Rabotnichesko Delo, February Purchases 
will made the future the Ministry Food Indus- 
try under contractual arrangements with collective farms. 
editorial Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia) February 
had charged that the farms were failing sow the 
allotted amount land sunflower. the district 
only 56,000 decares had sown out 
planned total 76,000, and similar conditions were said 
prevail elsewhere. 


Turnovo been 


Reclaiming Land 


Now that more than percent Bulgaria’s arable 
land has been collectivized, the regime seeking extend 
the arable area planting waste land and hilly land with 
orchards and February the Ministry 
Agriculture and Forests, conjunction with the Dimitrov 
People’s Youth Union, called for the reclamation 
000 hectares such land 1958 (Radio Sofia, February 


vineyards. 


5). All farm workers and young people were urged join 
the campaign build terraces against soil erosion and 
plant the hillsides with fruit trees and grapevines. 


Romania 
Kadar Visit 


Hungarian delegation led Party boss Janos 
and including Politburo members Antal Apro and Gyula 
Kallai visited Romania from February 28. Wide 
publicity was given the visitors, and speeches and press 
accounts stressed the absence, under “fraternal Communist” 
regimes, Hungarian territorial claims Romania (his- 
torically the two countries have long disputed ownership 
sections the Transylvania region The Hungarians 
also expressed their gratitude for Romanian aid the 
Kadar regime which, the aftermath the re- 
ceived from the neighboring State credits for million 
lei and million roubles. 

Kadar and Romanian Party chief Gheorghe 
was released the press and read over Radio Bucharest. 
explanation was given for the delay publishing the 
document. the declaration, 1958-1960 
trade agreement will signed between the two govern- 
ments. “mixed governmental commission” will also 
set “to direct and develop bilateral economic collabora- 
tion.” 


Emir Seif Uslam Mohammed Bhadr, Crown Prince Yemen, 
and members his suite inspecting the No. refinery Ploesti, 


Romania. Contacts between the Satellite bloc and the countries 
the Near and Far East continue increase. 


Photo from Romania Today No. 1958 


Writers Criticized 


One the rare public indications that the areawide 
ferment among literary men and women also trouble- 
some problem Romania transpired from comments 
the recent session the Writers’ Union, February 21-22. 
this occasion there was criticism contemporary writ- 
ers for “escapism into the past” means avoiding the 
current problem “building (Scinteia, March 
5). This criticism resembled that recently voiced the 
Bulgarian press (see above). The main report was read 
the gathering critic Paul Georgescu who complained 
the “avalanche historical the decrease 
works about agricultural collectivization and factory life, 
the “general 
gentsia and the “extremely dangerous tendency poetry 
slide toward minor themes, toward the non-political and 
the timeless.” 


ideological among 


generalized criticism the literary scene, 
Georgescu made the following statements: 


“The development contemporary Romanian litera- 
ture hindered, for the most part, bourgeois ideological 
influences which have led the underestimation the 
present achievements of the workers, to petty-bourgeois 
criticism and to negativism. In the theoretical field, devel- 
opment hindered revision the Leninist principles 
Party-mindedness literature.” 


Georgescu singled out the young writer Alexander Sever 
one the principal according account 
the meeting which appeared the Yugoslav journal, 


ww 


Politika (Belgrade), March interesting note 
that the Scinteia article did not appear until the 
publication had reported the meeting and that the riticism 
Sever was omitted the Romanian version. 


Painters Avoid Realism" 


The Bucharest Inter-regional Art Exhibition earned the 
censure Scinteia (Bucharest), the official organ the 
Communist Party, February The newspaper voiced 
its displeasure artists who escape “Socialist realism” 
“predilection for landscapes 
element.” There “depicting 
parties popular fairs, showing women the well, gather- 
ing grapes, etc.” 


and for the decorative 


were also too many scenes 
According the journal, “priority has 
been given solving formal problems color, composition 
and rhythm.” The painters Virgil Almasanu and Constan- 
tin Cracium were criticized for taking “inspiration from 
the old murals our churches and expressing feudal 
religious ideologies.” 

The criticism concluded with call for the painters 


cease their avoidance 


art 


has not and cannot have only decorative purpose. can 
and must help consolidate the bases the new society, 
transform and educate the people.” 


from their the landscapes: 


Theater Magazine Attacked 


The stage review was recently the subject 
official blast similar those directed against erring writers 
and painters. The attack centered the magazine for its 
manifold failures toe the prescribed line; implication 
also castigated everybody concerned with the 
from the highest officials the Ministry Education and 
Culture playwrights and producers. The highlights 
this series accusations, which appeared the Party’s 
paper Scinteia February 26, were follows: 


“In the light the important objectives set for this 
magazine the has far from fulfilled its 
appointed tasks. has not assumed the militant role 
review fighting with conviction for Socialist realism 
the theater . it has failed to . 
ciples Marxism-Lenini 
nothing unmask the anti- 


review 


promulgate the prin- 
The editors have done 


sm. 


realist theories and currents 


contemporary bourgeois theater magazine has 
failed develop Party-minded criticism applied 
problems posed the themes current plays. has 
not taken fighting stand facing the ideological and 


artistic defects of some dramatic works. .. . The magazine 


often expresses itself intentionally ambiguous man 


With the help the Ministry Education and 
Culture—which far has unfortunately never analyzed 
the activities the can indeed raise itself 


far beyond its present level 


Election 


usual single-slate People’s Democratic Front ticket 
won the usual near-unanimous (99.62 percent 
the March elections the Peoples’ Councils. Radio 


Bucharest reported March that persons 


“Force of Habit”. 


Rohac (Bratislava), January 1958 


went the polls, all whom voted for the Front candi- 
dates except who voted against and 13,309 whose 
ballots were “annulled.” 

Scienteia (Bucharest), March hailed the results 
demonstration “the immense political force unleashed 
the workers’ and people’s power,” which, according 
the journal, reveals the “huge superiority the People’s 
Democracy over the false democracies bourgeois coun- 
tries.” 


1957 Plan Fulfillment 


The Central Statistical Office announced February 
that Romania’s industrial production rose 8.5 percent dur- 
ing 1957 (Scinteia, February 25). The output producers’ 
goods rose percent and that consumer goods 5.1 per- 
cent. The report gave figures for agricultural produc- 
tion, but stated that collectivization had progressed during 
the year. The “Socialist sector” covered percent the 
agricultural land and percent the arable land the 
end 1957. (In December 1956 was said cover 30.7 
percent the arable land.) There were 2,819 collective 
farms with 1,524,000 hectares and 415,000 households; 
11,440 “lower” forms association (including unspeci- 
fied number “cooperatives with East Europe, 
January, pp. 34-35) with 1,826,000 hectares and 1,043,000 
families; and 480 State farms. 

The report said that average money wages rose per- 
cent 1957. total 11,100 new apartments were built, 
adding 750,000 square meters living space. Labor pro- 
ductivity allegedly increased 8.3 percent. 


Albania 
Five Year Plan Expanded 


The new infusion Soviet credit granted Albania last 
November (see East Europe, January, 56) has led 
upward revision the Second Five Year Plan (1956- 
1960). The change, which was hinted Deputy Pre- 


mier Spiro Koleka December (Radio Tirana, December 
31) was outlined further detail article 
Popullit (Tirana) March said that 
meeting the Party Central Committee February 3-5 
had agreed that overall industrial and 
duction must rise percent during the five-year period, 
instead the percent originally planned. The target 
for industry 124 percent increase rather than per- 
cent, and for agricultural production percent 
than 50. “The average annual increase the production 
the means production will pass from 14.8 percent 
percent, and the production consumer goods from 
13.5 percent 15.8 percent. Gross investment will 
raised percent above the original target, and capital 
construction percent. National revenue 1960 ex- 
pected percent above the level 1955, contrasted 
with percent the original Plan. 


1957 Plan Fulfillment 


For the first time Albania has released figures actual 
production part the annual economic report. 
published Zeri Popullit (Tirana) January the 
production specific items 1957 was follows (per- 
centage increases over 1956 parentheses): crude oil, 
489,765 tons benzine, 21,328 tons (226.6) refined 
gasoline and oil, 38,209 tons (331.2); liquid asphalt, 146, 
938 tons (116.7) refined asphalt, 24,314 tons (5.2) coal, 
235,733 tons chrome ore, 167,290 tons (26.6) elec- 
tric power, 125 million kwh timber, 124,530 cubic 
meters (17.2); impregnated wood, 13,507 cubic meters 
6.6) plywood, 5,255 cubic meters (21.8) wood stripping, 
1,096,000 square meters bricks, 67.5 million units 
11.1); tile, million units (minus 2); cotton fabrics, 
19.3 million linear meters (17.2); woolen fabrics, 
thousand linear meters (27.8); woolen blankets, 308,000 
units (13.3); shoes and sandals, 634,609 pairs 
sugar, 8,986 tons (minus 26.2) bread, 83,497 tons (13.5 
macaroni, 8,217 tons (12.7); olive oil, 3,187 tons (219 
table olives, 1,378 tons (36.8) fresh fish, 2,737 tons (8.3 
canned fish, 670 tons (223.5); beer, 
8.3) soap, 2,796 tons (minus 12.6) cigarettes and pack- 
aged tobacco, 1,100 tons (8.5); cement, 70,221 tons (8.4 


Collectivization Advancing 


The number collective farms rose from 881, covering 
30.8 per cent the sown land the end 1956, 1,698 
farms covering 58.1 percent the sown land. The per- 
centage land collectivized each region was follows: 
Elbasan, 53.7; Gjinokaster, 65.4; Korce, 74.3; and Shroder, 
50.6. The report claimed large increases agricultural pro- 
duction and yields. The production bread grain allegedly 
rose percent over 1956, tobacco percent, cotton 
percent and sugar beets percent. About 22,500 hectares 
virgin land were said have been reclaimed. 

Foreign trade increased 41.9 percent. Petroleum, 
chrome ore and tobacco represented percent total 
exports. 


Egypt’s Role World Affairs, Emil 
Lengyel (Public Affairs Press: $2.50). 
The subject Egypt relation the 
nations affecting her fate—her Arab 
neighbors, Israel, the United States, Sov- 
Russia, Britain, and France—is the 
basis this book. The author traces the 
roots Russian diplomacy this area, 
both Czarist and Communist, and the 
historically basic continuity that di- 
plomacy. shows why America set 
forth the Eisenhower Doctrine, and dis- 
cusses the Suez Canal controversy against 
the background divergent ambitions, 
economic interests, and political policies. 
The appendices are made speeches 
Christian Pineau, Muhammad 
Kuni, Abba Eban and Omar Loufi. 


Behind the Rape Hungary, Fran- 
cois Fejto, Foreword Jean-Paul Sarte 
(David McKay: $5.50). Part One 
this analysis the Hungarian Revolt, 
based Communist and non-Communist 
sources, discusses the history Hungary 
from 1945 1956: the birth 
“People’s Democracy,” the Sovietization 
Hungary, the Nagy experiment, and 
the revolt the intellectuals. Part Two 
deals with the uprising October 1956. 
The roles the workers, the peasants, 
the intellectuals, the Army, and Nagy, 
Kadar, Mindszenty, Tito, and Mikoyan 
are discussed. The author delves into 
some the implications the Revolt 
and reaches conclusions regarding the 
origins the revolution, the future 
national Communism, and the solution 
the Hungarian question. Mr. Fejto be- 
longed one the intellectual circles 
Budapest that were the vanguard 
the Revolt; now exiled Paris. 
Foreword, chronology principal events 
Hungary from liberation 1956. 


Macartney, Volumes, (Frederick 
Praeger: $20.00). highly documented 
and detailed history which begins with 
the years Admiral Horthy’s regency 
and takes the reader October 15, 
1944, when the stage was set for the Com- 
munist assumption power. Volume One 
describes the period reconstruction 
under Count Bethlen which lasted through 
1931, and continues 1941 when 
Premier Teleki committed suicide. Volume 
Two begins with discussion Laszlo 


Recent and Related 


Bardossy’s short term Premier, when 
Hungary marched into Yugoslavia and 
declared war the Soviet Union and 
the United States. The author then goes 
explain the policy Bardossy’s suc- 
cessor Kallay and the actions through 
which advanced towards the Allies. 
The German occupation Hungary and 
the establishment the pro-German 
Sztojay government are Re- 
newed Hungarian resistance, culminating 
the events October 15, 1944, the ab- 
duction the Regent, and the institution 
the German-sponsored Szalasi regime 
are the events which bring the book 
close. Against the background govern- 
ment action the author describes the ac- 
tions the Hungarian Resistance Move- 
ment. Notes sources, note place- 
names, appendix, maps. 


Always With Honor, General Baron 
Peter Wrangel, with foreword 
Herbert Hoover (Robert Speller Sons: 
$5.00). these memoirs, General Wran- 
gel tells the fight the Russian sol- 
diers who, under his leadership, strived 
for the liberation Russia after the 
Soviet seizure power. The memoirs 
open with the winter 1916 and the col- 
lapse the Russian Army. They then 
cover the Revolution, the Provisional 
Government, the march Moscew, 
the change power when Wrangel 
took over Commander-in-Chief the 
White forces and the subsequent military 
reorganization, continues with the 
problem agrarian reform, the offensive 
led the Armed Forces South 
Russia, the fighting Northern Taurida 
and the Kuban, the final withdrawal 
through Sevastopol, with the resultant 
dispersal the Army foreign coun- 
tries. Illustrations, maps, index, 


The Heretic: The Life and Times 
Josip Broz-Tito, Fitzroy Maclean 
(Harper Brothers: $5.95). portrait 
Marshal Tito, the man whose govern- 
ment enigma the West and 
dilemma Soviet Russia. The author 
has known Tito ever since parachuting 
into Yugoslavia during World War 
Churchill’s personal emissary Tito’s 
Partisans and much the book based 
conversations held with Tito 
every aspect his career. The picture 
Tito which emerges from Maclean’s 
biography that resolute, brave 


and colorful statesman who Com- 
munist and dictator but who work- 
ing, above all, for the unity Yugo- 
slavia. appendix, bibliog- 
raphy, index. 


Doctor and Patient Soviet Russia, 
Mark Field, Foreword Paul Dud- 
ley White, M.D. (Harvard University 
Press: $5.00). This work seeks 
demonstrate the hypothesis close 
and meaningful interdependence between 
the social system and the medical pro- 
the medical profession the Soviet 
Union, not study Soviet medicine. 
The first part describes 
and cultural background pertinent the 
problem, and the nature the Soviet 
social system; addition there 
description the formal structure the 
Ministry Health and its related or- 
ganizations. The second part examines 
the medical profession itself and the role 
and position the physician. Particular 
attention paid social organization 
and bureaucratic control, recruiting 
and training, and allocation per- 
sonnel. The third part, based chiefly 
analysis medical questionaires, ex- 
amines the patient the medical rela- 
tionship: his position the 
structure, the attitude 


social 
the physician 
toward him, and his attitude toward the 
system under which most medical 
ices are made available. Foreword, 
preface, appendices, notes, index. 


Siberia and the Exile System, abridged 
from the first edition 1891, George 
Kennan, Introduction George Frost 
Kennan (University Chicago Press: 
$5.00). re-issue the account the 
uthor’s 1885-86 expedition Siberia 
and the Tsarist prison camps which 
thousands Russian liberals and revolu- 
tionaries were exiled during 
teenth century. Kennan was shocked 
the cruelty and squalor which the prison- 
ers were forced endure and the 
judicial system that had exiled them 
the first place. His writing aroused much 
sympathy and indignation America 
and also among the Russian liberal pub- 
lic. This abridged version contains nine 
the original illustrations George 
Frost, his 
the eight thousand mile journey. Preface 
the First Edition. 
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